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EDITORIAL 


The Media Cover-Up of US Death Squads in the Vietnam War Continues 


concerning the details of former Nebraska Governor and 

Senator Bob Kerrey's US Navy Seal unit massacre of 
civilians at Thanh Phong during the US-Vietnam war. Unfortu- 
nately, however, the US mainstream media cannot focus on the 
most important and significant questions because they cut too 
deeply into the myths these media perpetuate about the nature 
of US power—its benign or even noble nature, its democratic 
values, and its concern for the weak and powerless peoples of 
the world. This is not to mention the fact that such questions 
would offend Bob Kerrey's senatorial colleagues, the US mili- 
tary, and the vast majority of US war veterans who all (right- 
fully) fear disgrace. 

In order to tell the truth about the still undeclared U.S.- 
Vietnam War, the mass media would be forced to finally admit 
that, propaganda aside, all the official excuses given for the US 
invasion of Vietnam were lies, that 
the history of the war was essen- 
tially a history of war crimes com- 
mitted by everyone from US presi- 
dents and cabinet officials down to 
the pilots, cavalry and infantry in 
the field. And that high amongst 
these war crimes was the institution 
and execution of the CIA's Opera- 
tion Phoenix program, which inten- 
tionally and successfully targeted 
tens of thousands of civilians 
throughout southern Vietnam in a 
dirty campaign of terror and mass 
assassination. (According to the 
late William Colby, who ran the 
program for the CIA, 20,587 Vietnamese "activists" were killed 
between 1967-1971. More credible estimates put the number at 
over 40,000 civilians killed.) But neither the mass media nor 
the US government can speak openly or truthfully about these 
war crimes without a quite rational fear of undermining the con- 
tinuing use of the same types of criminal strategies and tactics 
in the current US military interventions in Iraq, Colombia and 
elsewhere. 

For readers who are unaware of the Phoenix program 
(largely thanks to mass media silence), it was conceived and 
organized by the US Central Intelligence Agency as a means of 
decimating and thus destroying the civilian administration and 
infrastructure supporting the indigenous Viet Cong resistance 
to the US invasion of southern Vietnam. To accomplish this 
decimation, any civilian populations in areas outside direct US 
control (or direct control of its South Vietnamese puppet army) 
were unilaterally considered to be residing in *Free-Fire Zones," 
in which any and all war crimes were permitted by US policy. 
Then death squads made up of special forces units (like the Navy 
Seals) were sent into villages and hamlets throughout the coun- 
tryside. Their first goal was to assassinate all civilian adminis- 
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trators (such as village mayors) on the assumption that they were 
supporters of the indigenous Vietnamese resistance to the US 
invasion forces. But beyond this their goals included assassina- 
tion of any military age males, the families of administrators— 
including the elderly, women, children and infants, and anyone 
else thought to support the Viet Cong, all in order to sow terror 
amongst the remaining population. 

The Phoenix program death squads proved to be very 
effective in achieving their goals. The political and social infra- 
structure of South Vietnamese resistance was destroyed wher- 
ever US death squads operated. Which is why the US military 
(and allied military intelligence agencies like the CIA) contin- 
ues to encourage, organize, fund and employ death squads in 
other countries around the world whenever conditions allow them 
to be effective in projecting the interests of US power. Coun- 
tries where US-organized, armed and/or funded death squads 
have operated since the 1960s in- 
clude Indonesia (where at least 
500,000 and possibly as many as 
2,000,000 were killed alone), East 
Timor, Argentina, Chile, Brazil, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Colombia, Bolivia, Angola and 
Mozambique. This is only a par- 
tial list, and it should be empha- 
sized that while the total number 
of men, women and children killed 
by these US-backed death squads 
will never be known, it most cer- 
tainly numbers in the millions over 
the last forty years. 

Of course, this 1s not to 
mention the cowardly mass murders of many more millions of 
civilians over this same time by US Air Force and Navy bomb- 
ings and bombardments. But that is another, equally distasteful 
story. 

The invasion and genocidal war in Vietnam is only one 
of the reasons why we feel such contempt for the US govern- 
ment and those who support its killing machine. The other rea- 
sons include every country invaded or bombed, every death 
squad organized and funded, and every society and economy 
“destabilized” or destroyed by the US military in its quest to 
secure the world for corporate plunder and profit. This is why 
we spit on the American flag. As long as it represents a national 
government which wages dirty and unprincipled war on poorer 
nations throughout the world, it displays neither honor nor valor 
nor humanity. It should be no wonder that so many people burn 
the American flag around the world. It ranks with the Nazi and 
Soviet flags as one of the most powerful symbols of death and 
destruction in history. 

Jason McQuinn 
Chuck Munson 
Tom Wheeler 
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Alternative Press Notes 


elcome to the Summer 2001 is- 

sue of Alternative Press Re- 

view! We are happy to be back 
on our regular quarterly publishing sched- 
ule. We intend to continue to produce a 
lively alternative magazine and you can 
count on APR to continue to expose the 
hidden agendas of the mainstream media 
and promote the liberatory aspects of al- 
ternative media. 

We have a number of exciting articles 
in this issue. Karl Grossman looks at cur- 
rent efforts to militarize space as well as 
Bush administration plans to make space 
a new battleground in his piece “Nukes in 
Space: Bush and the New Push for Galac- 
tic Warfare.” In “Harass the Brass,” Kevin 
Keating tells of the suppressed history of 
subversion in the ranks of the U.S. mili- 
tary. And Kari Lydersen examines the his- 
tory and criminalization of political art in 
"Art Crimes." 


We also have a couple of excerpts from 
two new and important books. “Attack of 
the Killer Potatoes" investigates the ex- 
tensive efforts that were undertaken to dis- 
credit Dr. Arpad Pusztai and his studies 


Alternative Press Review is an independent not-for- 
profit quarterly publication of A.A.L. 
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class delivery. Subscriptions are guaranteed. If you are 
not completely satisfied at any point the remainder of 
your subscription will be refunded on request. 

Please keep in mind that if you move to a new ad- 
dress, you need to notify us at least 6 weeks before your 
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that raised troubling questions about GM 


foods, and is excerpted from Trust Us, 
We're Experts! —How Industry Manipu- 
lates Science and Gambles With Your Fu- 
ture, by Sheldon Rampton and John 
Stauber. “Mass Media Propaganda" exam- 
ines the mainstream media's enthusiastic 
support of an Orwellian-like surveillance 
society and is excerpted from Snitch Cul- 
ture... how citizens are turned into the eyes 
and ears of the state, by Jim Redden. 

The recent upsurge in activism have 
heralded ever harsher measures and penal- 
ties on dissent. The most recent example 
is the 23-year prison term given to Free 
(Jeff Luers) for two arson incidents in Eu- 
gene, Oregon (see “Hard Time” on page 
14). His co-defendant, Craig “Critter” 
Marshall, is serving 5 1/2 years. Free plans 
to appeal his case and is requesting dona- 
tions. Free and Critter also welcome corre- 
spondence and reading material. They can 
be sent to: The Free & Critter Legal De- 
fense Committee, POB 50263, Eugene, OR 
97405. 

In the meantime, we hope you enjoy 
the current issue. - Тот Wheeler 
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Letters are 
welcome! 


As many letters to Alter- 
native Press Review—con- 
cerning appropriate topics of 
potential interest to readers— 
will be published as is pos- 
sible given the space limita- 
tions of this format. All let- 
ters should be no more than 
one typed, double-spaced 
page (no longer than 600 
words). For anything of 
greater length, please query 
first to see if there is any 
chance we will be able to 
publish it. Letters will include 
the writers name, city and 
state, province or country, 
unless otherwise requested. 
Send all letters to Alternative 
Press Review, c/o A.A.L. 
Press, POB 4710, Arlington, 
VA 22204-4710 


THOUGHTLESS REVIEW 


Hill... 

Thanks for the new issue 
of APR. It's a fine hardhitting 
. issue! I really liked the hobo/ 
rail-riding article. The book 
and video reviews on the anti- 
banking/anti-consumerism 
issues are compelling. 
Amazing back cover UPC ad. I 
know you all must be tired 
from putting together such a 
beast! I know that I was after 
putting out my last issue... 

Now for the complaints.... 


LET IE M 


I do believe that I sent you 
guys a huge care package of 
recent OYB publications quite 
awhile ago. The only re- 
sponse seems to have been a 
very lousy un-review of the 
world's only book about mt- 
bike culture, ^A Dirt Road 
Rider's Trek Epic." 

What's up? This is not 
like you. Publishing thought- 
less reviews isn't like you 
either. Allan Antliff obviously 
didn't like the book's subject 
nor did he read it. I wouldn't 
want to read something I had 
no interest in either. Well, I 
guess there's only a limited 
pool of reviewers. But wasn't 
there SOMEONE you knew 
who, say, likes the outdoors? 
Or likes creative indepen- 
dence? I’m shocked at how 
this book was abused. 

The author, Victor 
Vincente of America, is among 
the most remarkable sports 
champions I've ever heard of. 
He goes against all the trends 
in modern sport. He's a world 
champion, homeless person, 
artist, sculptor, laborer and 
poet. He's an Applied 
Anarchist, living it every day. 
This is why I think that OYB 
book titles might interest you 
guys. They aren't theory. 
They're all unique examples of 
critical theory as it is lived. 

VVA is an extremely rare 
example of a non-hierarchic 
athlete. This might seem to be 
a contradiction, but check him 
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HELLO, ТМ LOOKING FOR THE 
SOUNDS OF NATURE. PREFERABLY 
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HMMMM, WELL, ACCORDING 
TO THE NEWS, WERE EXPECTING 
SOME RAIN IN JUST A LITTLE 


out to see what can be done 
along these lines anyway. 
He's a Whitmanesque 
contradiction: his egoistic 
rides for glory ends up 
uplifting anyone who checks 
them out. 

Your reviewer screwed up 
big time. Also, he achieved 
breakthrough bike race 
victories without any support 
or coaching, against all odds. 
He was the first American to 
win in Europe in the modern 
era. The first US road cham- 
pion. The youngest world cup 
winner, still. The first trans- 
America modern era record 
holder. The list goes on. 
When racing, he was often 
homeless, and lived in 
poverty, dishwashing to get 
by, while representing the US 
in the Olympics. He lived on 
roadkill. And still does. He's 
one of the inventors of the mt- 
bike. And he's the ‘godfather’ 
behind the anarchy vibe in mt- 
biking today. He hosted some 
of the first mt-bike events, 
where he held MONEY- 
BURNINGS. Road-kill jerky 
and talismans were prizes. The 
event rules were “take care of 
yourself and look for beer 
stashes in creek crossings." 

Oh, and the poem doesn't 
"span many pages": each 
page is a separate, stand- 
alone episode. It's a prose- 
poem, making it as readerly as 
one could ask for. The 
episodes emphasize integra- 


I WOULD SUGGEST STANDING 
OUTSIDE ЕХРЕМЕМСІМЕ THE 
RAIN, RATHER THAN JUST HEARING 

IT. 
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tion and creativity in life, as is 
required by one who really 
lives along dirt roads. I can't 
believe you let that snipe 
trash such an amazing tale. 
Jeff Potter, OYB 


Editor 5 Note: First, let me 
assure АРК 5 readers that 1 
did read Victor Vincente of 
America, Beyond 1991: A 
Dirt Road Rider 5 Trek Epic . . 
.. and Other Dreams. 
However, I did not write an 
extensive review of this book 
because it did not merit 
attention. It was poorly 
written, the lengthy prose 
poem was tedious, and the 
‘backpack’ of newspaper and 
journal photocopies chroni- 
cling "The Legend of VVA" 
was mind-numbing. 

The publisher posits that I 
have no sympathy for the 
outdoors, long distance 
biking, or creative 
independence. On that score: 
(1) I have never owned a 
car and have always used a 
bike for my day to day 
travel. (2) I too have long- 
distance road bike. trips 


то my credit, including 


excursions from Kingston, 
Ontario to Toronto and 
Syracuse. In addition I have 
winter-camped in the 
backwoods of Eastern 
Ontario and canoed the 
Rideau Canal system (over 
150 miles). (3) Finally, I have 
been involved in numerous 
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"creative" and “indepen- 
dent" projects, however, I 
tend toward collective 
endeavors like APR, because 
I am interested in building an 
alternative society, not 
soloing to "sports champion" 
cult status. ! 

Allan Antliff 


Additional Editor s Note: We 
receive hundreds of zines and 
dozens of books and it is 
simply impossible to review 
everything that is sent to 
APR. That said, we did review 
one of the books you sent in 
our previous issue and your 
zine is reviewed in this issue. 
Tom Wheeler 


NONE OF THE ABOVE? 


Jason, Chuck and Tom, 

Let me congratulate you 
on another great issue of APR 
(Spring 2001 - Vol. 6, Number 
1). Lately, they just keep 
getting better. Thank you for 
printing my letter last time, but 
might I recommend some 
proofreading before printing. 
The letter was disjointed and 
parts were missing. Oh well, it 
happens. 

Also, your review section. 
You review Harper's and a 
bunch of other high-profile 
magazines. Harper's is great in 
a lot of ways (though I do 
have a few problems with it) 
but it doesn't need reviewing 
in your magazine. I suggest 
reviewing lesser-known 
magazines. 

The rest of this letter is 
primarily addressed to 
Jason... 

JUST SAY MAYBE — 
Jason, l've got some com- 
ments about your editorial, 
"Just Say No to Democracy." 
While I respect your non- 
voting protest and І agree 
100% that the government in 
America is corrupt, vicious, 
etc. etc. etc. as of now, I’m not 
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convinced refusing to vote is 
the best tactic. 

I see your self-deprivation 
of this right as similar to a 
hunger-strike, almost equally 
noble, but I fear it enables so- 
called pundits to lump your 
intense political awareness in 
with the apolitical, apathetic 
morons that surround us. If 
you don't vote, Senator X 
can blame it on apathy, thus 
freeing himself and his 
co-conspirators from blame. 
You and the “І refuse to 
vote" movement need some 
way to distinguish yourselves 
from the “Duh... voting? 
What's that?" movement. 

Of course, you've tried 
this with protests, zines and 
editorials, but we both know 
the mass media ignores you. 
So, might I respectfully 
suggest that you (and like- 
minded people) vote, but all 
agree to write-in precisely the 
same thing, such as *NONE 
OF THE ABOVE." 

This way, the System is 
FORCED to count you as part 
of its own process. Some 
states don't itemize votes 
unless a candidate reaches a 
threshold of say, 5,000 votes. 
So, that's why organization 
would be crucial. 

Maybe you could even 
vote for someone deceased, 
such as Che Guevara. Imagine 
if one percent of all voters 
wrote in *NONE OF THE 
ABOVE." 

I believe the write-in space 
provides a dim hint of 
potential for the true democ- 
racy we could have. Unfortu- 
nately, democracy-impedi- 
ments such as "splitting the 
vote" and “the electoral 
college" still exist, but there 
are alternative voting systems 
to eliminate these (see 
www.fairvote.org.). Last 
election, I voted for Ralph 
Nader, because I believed 
(and still feel) that was the 


most visible and effective 
protest against the status 
quo. 

Fortunately this time, I 
didn't have to write his name 
in. If the write-in space is ever 
removed, expect me to join 
you in your “I refuse to vote" 
campaign. 

VEGAN — About your 
comments to the vegan dude, 
I find it odd that you said, as 
many do, “You can't tell me 
what to do." The truth is, I 
can tell you what do all day 
and all night, and I’m within 
my rights. That's free speech. 
What I can't do is use some 
sort of force (physical, 
economic, etc.) to impose my 
will upon you. 

It is this dislike of forcing 
one's will on another 
— especially when doing so 
is not necessary for survival, 
especially when doing so 
causes massive environmental 
destruction and hunger — 
that was and is my primary 
reason for becoming and 
staying vegan. 

Don't get me wrong, I’ve 
met a fair number of vegans 
who are complete jerks, but 1 
think the principles behind 
veganism are the highest we 
can reach for. 

Anyway, so we agree on 
some, we disagree on some. 
Great job on your magazine. 
Keep up the good work, and 
watch the APR snail-mail for 
the latest issue of QECE, 


the zine David Barsamian 


calls, *Totally Cool!" 
Your pal, 

Larry 

QECE 


Editor s Note: Thanks for the 
encouragement. Sorry if your 
letter didnt come out quite 
right in the last issue. 

І have to respectfully 
decline your invitation to 
vote for “None of the Above.” 
I and probably millions of 


other people already vote for 
nobody quite effectively. The 
point is not for the mass 
media to notice. The real 
point is to not waste our time 
participating in an empty 
ritual designed purely to 
legitimate the rule of the 
powerful and wealthy 

elites. We need to define our 
own activities based 

on our own desires and 
imaginations, rather than 
continuing to integrate our 
lives into the political 

and economic structures 
which enslave us. Nobody 

is good enough to be 
another 5 master. 

Regarding veganism, 1 
never said “You cant tell me 
what to do." Instead, I 
explicitly argued that "no 
one has any right to pre- 
scribe what other people can 
and cannot eat." In this 
context, prescription implies 
the power of an authority, 
not the expression of an 
opinion. I think it would 
be hard to make this any 
more clear. Certainly 
people can argue that 
particular diets are more 
healthy, or more ecologically 
friendly, or less alienating in 
particular situations for 
particular people. It is the 
moralistic hubris of most 
vegans and many vegetar- 
ians, however, to elevate their 
own diets to the level of 
absolute moral principles 
that are intended to hold true 
for all people throughout 
history regardless of circum- 
stances, personal experience 
or desires. 

Jason McQuinn 


DEFENDING 
ANTHROPOLOGY 


APR, 

I would like to respond to 
the article “Darkness in El 
Dorado: Neel, Chagnon and 
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the Yanomami" published in Yanomami. But, it is important fail to see the similarity power? Does the murder and 
the Spring 2001 issue. First, I to realize that his abuses have between this and the poison- misrepresentation of any “3rd 
would like to point out that long been recognized by ing of Californians by PG&E World" culture ever “ргоуоКе 
the science of anthropology is certain anthropologists as or the refusal of the coal uproar?” I would argue that 
less than 100 yrs. old. As with abominations and huge industry to pay for treatment only among anthropologists 
any discipline, there have embarrassments to the of Black Lung Disease for and other culture critics does 
always been a wide range of discipline. Neel’s “experi- Appalachian coal miners or it even provoke discussion. 
views, approaches, etc. As ments” are hardly surprising the countless human rights I studied anthropology at 
early as 1929, anthropologists ^ either. abuses Americans support Ohio University and never 
like Ruth Benedict “We accept Are we so naive that we with their massive purchasing X were the colonial anthropolo- 


without any ado the equiva- 
lence of human nature and of 
our own cultural standards. 
But many primitives have a 
different experience. They 
have seen their religion go 


BEI christian angst > >» 


Their economic system, their Wel to the brave. ew informa- Within the comfortable confines of 


marriage prohibitions. They - ў 
һауе laid down the one and the brave. he informative word of 


taken up the other, and are e. corporate. book sag You wa 
Cnt doesnt 


quite clear and sophisticated ! — rest assured that 
about variant arrangements of Hey, what are ln matter легі as much ae stje! 
human life. If they do talk these funny “Ж 


about human nature, they do squiggly-looking | How the hel/ am I supposed 


it in plurals, not in the ds 
without an 
absolute singular" (The to read this wi y 


Science of Custom), have 
existed alongside anthropolo- 
gists like S.F. Nadel who in 
1942 said this: *It has been 
said that modern anthropol- 
ogy is destined to be of great 
assistance to colonial 
governments in providing the 
knowledge of the social 
structure of native groups 
upon which a sound and 


xm . : , E қ 
harmonious Native Adminis- Remember. Semiterate celebrities T het 5 right When YOu buy your itera- 
tration ... should be built. Let make the most fascinating authors, ture. from the brave new informative 
me say that I for one firmly Even If they am wee Ba Qu word of corporate book publishing, 
believe in the possibility of Ані p wont have. to Muy about He 
such cooperation between nuisance of Weracy so much! 
anthropologist and adminis- онаси 
trator" (A Black Byzantine). A And for my next 

While it is true that Ey How do you expect me to 


2 trick, I'll get you 
anthropology has often acted ; to buy the book I 
as the “handservant of 


Empire," it should also be 
recognized that it has been a 
discipline that is at the center 
of much of the social critique 
and cultural criticism of the 
past century. As a student of 
anthropology I am disgusted 
by Napoleon Chagnon and 
his treatment of the 


read when there's too many 
good TV programs on? 


never wrote! 
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gists (such as Evans- 
Pritchard, Chagnon, Nadel, 
the list could go on and on 
admittedly) presented to me 
as classics except in the 
generic sense of the word. 
These anthropologists were 
instead presented in the 
context of many others such 
as Benedict, Taussig, Fou- 
cault, Asad who question 
representations, create 
dialogue and push forward to 
a place where we see the 
Other not only in foreign 
lands but in ourselves and the 
cultures we perpetuate. These 
anthropologists and critical 
thinkers are not fooled into 
believing that they should be 
ashamed of their discipline by 
those who have given it a bad 
name, but instead are pushed 
further towards a creation of 
activist anthropology as well 
as an anthropology of the self 
which illustrate the most 
exciting possibilities of the 
anthropological discourse. 

I think it is important to 
remember that denouncing a 
whole discipline because of 
the actions of certain people 
within that discipline is the 
same attitude that is condu- 
cive to prejudice, oppression 
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and close mindedness. 
Sara DeAloia 
Dayton Ohio 


HATCHET JOB 


Dear Alternative Press 
Review: 

Well, it must be nice to set 
your ass up as God of 
alternative reviews. Well, 
there's also that character out 
in CA of the Small Press 
Review. It also must be nice 
being flooded with subscrip- 
tions and needing a credit 
card machine. Keep in mind, 
the bigger you get the more 
likely you end up doing 
something wrong... radical 
demagoguery or whatever. 

Will you at least please 
remove the first review of The 
American Dissident from the 
Internet and replace it with the 
second one, which will be the 
last one because I'm not sure 
you really examine objectively 
the diverse journals that come 
your way. I spend tons of time 
putting together my mag and 
do not need you to do a 
quickie hatchet job on it, 
though this time was better 
than last time. 

You write like an aca- 


MP мачаха 


Ж” 


о 70 
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vf 


demic... lots of verbosity and 
little hardcore substance... 
too much theoretical bullshit 
and not enough down-to- 
earth human collision with 
corruption. Are you an 
academic? What do you do 
for a living? Where does the 
cash come to produce your 
glossy color-covered review? 
How did you manage to get it 
on the shelves of corporate 
bookstores? 

Little people are fed up 
with large group radical orgs 
rampant with internal 
corruption and the grotesque 
egocentrism of petty power 
mongers... left or right. You 
ought to underscore in each 
issue that each review is the 
opinion of one man not some 
God of alternative reviews. 

Others and І fight local 
corruption as best we can 
with or without the backing of 
some organization. Some of us 
have decided to start alterna- 
tive presses as direct result of 
battle with local corruption. 
Personally, I tried in vain to 
interest people from Chomsky 
to Kors, Silvergate, Paglia, 
and Pinsky, regarding the 
corruption I experienced and 
fought tooth and nail in the 


P. Maudit | 


state-college system of 
Massachusetts. It is from that 
corruption that I created The 
American Dissident. І spend 
many hours writing my 
editorials, designing political 
cartoons, reading and editing 
submissions. 

I do not need you to 
spend 5 minutes on The AD 
to accord it a very mediocre 
review, emphasizing one poet 
(by the way, do you even read 
poetry?), and screwing up 
data, including size and 
website. Indeed, The AD is 56 
pp. not 48pp, and the web 
address is 
WWwW.geocities.com/enmarge, 
not the one you listed. A- 
fucken-men. 

G. Tod Slone, Ed. 
THE AMERICAN DISSIDENT 


Editor s Note: Perhaps I'm 
the wrong person to review 
zines with: poetry in them, 
since I'm not a good judge of 
poetry. But I think that your 
zine was diverse enough for 
me to review it. I'm not sure 
what you expected when you 
sent American Dissident to us 
for review. Here at APR we 
review zines critically, which 
means that we call them as 
we see them. Our zine section 
is for the review of zines, not 
the promotion of them. If you 
want to promote your zine in 
APR, buy a classified or 
display ad. Otherwise, please 
be advised that publishing 
always invites criticism, 
which sometimes may include 
words that you don't want to 
hear. As a reviewer for 
Alternative Press Review, I 
spend many hours reading 
zines and writing reviews. I'm 
not interested in writing puff 
pieces that gloss over the 
problems that I find in zines. 
If I praised every zine that I 
review, the review section 
would be pretty boring, 
wouldnt it? 

Chuck0 
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It's my job to shape 
modern culture by 
convincing you what 
is really important... 


While your job is to sit Honey, I can't have 
numb and mesmerized in sex with you because 
front of me all the while you drive a crappy 
accepting as gospel what- 

ever propaganda I'm paid 

to Spew. 
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Media Bits 


PR Watch Launches ‘Spin 
of the Day’ 


Spin of the Day is a new feature offering 
brief news summaries with links to further 
information analyzing the spin and manipu- 
lation behind news stories and controver- 
sial issues. The website has been launched 
by PR Watch (www.prwatch.org), the non- 
profit quarterly publication that has been 
investigating and reporting on the public 
relations industry since 1993. “The purpose 
of Spin of the Day is to provide informa- 
tion in a timely fashion to both journalists 
and citizens interested in tracking the of- 
ten-hidden influence that public relations 
exerts on the news and public opinion,” 
notes PR Watch editor Sheldon Rampton. 
Stories featured on Spin of the Day include 
pointing out that Starbucks’ recent New 
York Times advertisement touting itself as 
a “major promoter of fair trade coffee” is 
somewhat overstated. The amount of fair 
trade coffee purchased by Starbucks 
amounts to a grand total of one tenth of 
one percent of the company’s total coffee 
purchases. Another story provided back- 
ground on yet another controversy regard- 
ing ABC-TV correspondent John Stossel 
following complaints by California parents 
who revoked their permission for ABC 
News to use interviews conducted with 
their children in his show “Tampering with 
Nature.” Spin ofthe Day shows that Stossel 
was working in close collaboration with a 
front group funded by polluting industries 
and with a right-wing think tank. Spin of 
the Day entries can be found at: 
www.prwatch.org/cgi/spin.cgi. 


Hm 
uuu 


By Tom Wheeler 


The Baffler #1 


The Baffler in 
Need of Help 


The Baffler magazine has suffered a set- 
back and is in need of your help. On the 
morning of April 25", their office and the 
building in which it was housed were de- 
stroyed ina fire. In addition to The Baffler 
office, the building was home to a close 
community of artists, writers, nonprofit or- 
ganizations and small businesses, includ- 
ing the Woodlawn studio and “community 
resource center” of Dan Peterman, an in- 
ternationally known sculptor with work on 
display at the Art Institute and the Mu- 


seum of Contemporary Art. The Baffler was 
not insured and all computer backups were 
unfortunately kept onsite. Founded in the 
late 1980s by Tom Frank, the literary maga- 
zine became well known for its scathing 
critiques of the culture industry. They have 
set up a temporary office and managed to 
publish The Baffler #14 (which was sent 
to the printer just days before the fire) as 
scheduled. It appears they managed to re- 
cover their subscriber list and they are 
hopeful that everyone will get their copy 
of the magazine. The staff hopes to be back 
in the old office by the time the issue #15 is 
ready. Anyone interested in donating to 
The Baffler Recovery Fund should send e- 
mail to fire@thebaffler.com. Donations can 
also be sent to The Baffler Magazine, PO 
Box 378293, Chicago, IL 60637. 


Small Bookshops Drop 
Suit Against Chains 


The American Booksellers Association 
(ABA), a trade group representing the 
nation’s independent bookstores, have 
dropped a federal antitrust lawsuit against 
two national chains in exchange for $4.7 
million. Small bookstores had accused Bor- 
ders and Barnes & Noble of illegally de- 
manding major discounts and promotional 
subsidies from publishers that put indepen- 
dent stores at a disadvantage. The asso- 
ciation settled the suit after much of their 
case was dismissed in a preliminary hear- 
ing. Barnes & Noble and Borders agreed to 
pay about a quarter of the ABA’s $16 mil- 
lion in legal expenses. The ABA is also for- 
bidden to sue the giant chain stores on the 
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" same grounds for three years. Independent 
bookstores wanted to pay the same prices 
for books as do Borders and Barnes & 
Noble, but the settlement does not require 
it. Attorney Reg Steer, who represented 
Borders stated: *We're not called upon to 
make any changes in the way we do busi- 
ness." ABA quickly portrayed this settle- 
ment as a victory. ABA claims since the 
lawsuit was filed, the industry no longer 
engages in several discounting practices 
that put independent stores at a disadvan- 
tage. The number of independent book- 
stores has declined in recent years while 
the four largest chains — Barnes, Borders, 
Crown, and Books-A-Million — expanded 
their market share from 35 to 45 percent. 
The ABA has about 3,000 members, down 
from its peak of 5,000 five years ago. 


FBI Attacks Seattle IMC 


The US government has recently with- 
drawn a previously-issued court order di- 
recting the Independent Media Center 
(IMC) in Seattle to hand over computer 
server logs. This may be a happy ending 
to what was a disturbing government at- 
tack on media freedoms and free speech. 
While raucous protests were rocking Que- 
bec in April, the Seattle IMC storefront was 
visited by two FBI agents and an agent of 


the Secret Service carrying a sealed court 


order demanding the IMC hand over logs 
and other records pertaining to the IMC's 
coverage ofthe anti-globalization protests 
in Quebec City. According to the Seattle 
IMC press release: “Тһе government's re- 
treat represents a victory for the IMC, 
where volunteers and a national legal team 
had been preparing to challenge the court 
order." The FBI and Secret Service had 
originally claimed they needed the server 
logs to assist in an investigation related to 
sensitive documents which had been sto- 
len from Canadian police and then posted 
to the IMC website by an anonymous jour- 
nalist. The visiting agents claimed they 
sought to identify the person or persons 
responsible for posting the stolen docu- 
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Jack Smith and April Oliver, producers of the controversial CNN/Time report 


MEDIA 


"Operation Tailwind." 


ments, including classified information re- 
lating to President Bush's travel itinerary. 
The IMC claimed there was no such post. 
The closest was an article posted on the 
Montreal IMC site containing portions of 
documents taken from a police car in Que- 
bec City. The IMC did not comply with the 
order. Despite almost no mainstream cov- 
erage, the case got attention from several 
first amendment advocacy organizations 
including the Electronic Frontier Founda- 
tion and the Center for Constitutional 
Rights. They were helping the IMC pre- 
pare to challenge the order but the govern- 
ment suddenly withdrew the order on the 
eve of the IMC's planned court filing. 


Second Tailwind Lawsuit 
Settled 


CNN has settled the lawsuit brought by 
former producer Jack Smith after he was 
fired for his role in the controversial CNN/ 
Time report “Operation Tailwind" which 
alleged U.S. forces used nerve gas against 
American defectors in Laos during the Viet- 
nam War. Smith claimed CNN fired him “to 


appease high-level military officials" and 
sued his former employer for defamation 
and wrongful termination. Terms of the 
settlement were not disclosed but Smith 
called it “a down payment on restoring my 
reputation." CNN retracted the Tailwind 
story after enormous pressure came from 
the military establishment and prominent 
figures like Henry Kissinger and Colin 
Powell. It also fired producers Jack Smith 
and April Oliver and reprimanded Peter 
Arnett, who ultimately left the network. 
Oliver settled her lawsuit with CNN a year 
ago. Her lawsuit claimed that senior man- 
agement at CNN and Time "thoroughly re- 
viewed and approved the sourcing and 
substance of the Tailwind report prior to 
broadcasting and publication." None of the 
senior managers were fired or reprimanded. 


Fired Staffers Take 
Aim at CNN 


A group of former CNN staffers have 
launched a new website that pokes some 
fun at their former employer 
(www.tedsturnovers.com). The site is a col- 
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lection of actual stories — often unflatter- 
ing — on the inner workings of the news 
network, newsroom gossip, biting critiques, 
and some wicked jabs at CNN’s recent at- 
tempts to make the network more youth- 
oriented. One jab is taken at former NYPD 
Blue and Baywatch actress Andrea Thomp- 
son turned CNN anchor by providing a link 
to a site with nude photographs taken of 
Thompson earlier in her acting career. They 
also have an “Andrea Watch” which keeps 
count on the number of days Thompson 
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/ We have some terrible news : 


Remember, citizens...In this modern 
age if information, you can always 


you really need to know! 
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killed today in some foreign 
. country. Something about 


DO . 
APR 2.,/ 


CAL УУУУ 

DAC) 
f. to tutes 
..,.4,.,» 


Ne 


12 


rely on TeeVee News to tell you what 


In other news...Itlooks like ` 


has not appeared nude since being hired 
as an anchor at CNN. Recent news items 
include a scathing attack on CNN regard- 
ing their behavior on the Tailhook scandal: 
“In an act of journalistic cowardice, CNN 
management repudiated the story and 
bowed to Pentagon commands for formal 
apologies with Ted himself making at least 
one apologetic phone call.” Information for 
the site comes from more than 100 “апопу- 
mous” correspondents and reporters, some 
still working with the network and many 


| to bring you today... The 


world's most popular celeb- 
rity moviestar couple today 
announced they're getting 

| divorced after three days of 


, more commentary and 
ramifications of the movie 
_ industry now that everyone's 
| favorite dream couple has 
called it quits! 
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collecting unemployment. 


RIP, Suck & Feed" Is 
Salon Next? 


On June 8%, Feed (www.feedmag.com) and 
Suck (www.suck.com) announced that they 
have suspended publication and laid off 
their staff while Salon (www.salon.com) tee- 
ters and is reportedly on the brink of bank- 
ruptcy. Feed and Suck merged to form 
Automatic Media last year with a $4 mil- 
lion investment from Lycos Inc., but it 
apparently wasn't enough to keep two 
of the Web's longest running indepen- 
dent magazines afloat. Salon is attempt- 
ing to stay alive now by charging read- 
ers for some of its articles. As a bonus, 
premium subscribers will also have ac- 
cess to Salon’s “erotic art and photog- 
raphy” in “galleries.” Will most people 
subscribe for the articles or the photos? 


The Bizarre World of 
Philip K. Dick 


Strange stuff happens in the novels of 
Philip K..Dick. Apparently, even 
stranger stuff happened during the 
1970s when academic critics lauded him 
as a visionary and a genius. He wrote 
the FBI denouncing them and accused 
those critics of being communists 
hellbent on controlling the world by tak- 
ing over science fiction. In these letters, 
literary theorist Fredric Jameson and oth- 
ers were characterized as agents of a 
KGB conspiracy to take over American 
science fiction. Jameson eulogized Philip 
K. Dick as “the Shakespeare of science 
fiction" at the time of his death in 1982. 
In another strange twist, the FBI repeat- 
edly approached Dick and his second 
wife in the 1950s who hoped to recruit 
the couple to spy on students at the 
University of Mexico. They failed. But 
Dick's betrayal of his admirers to the FBI, 
while causing considerable anguish 
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among Dick's academic champions, is of- 
ten forgiven since he was not in the best 
state of mind. Dick was doing a multitude 
of drugs in the early to mid 1970s and he 
apparently had a penchant for making 
trouble. Even the FBI ignored Dick's let- 
ters. This bizarre story is recounted in an 
article by Jeet Heer called “Marxist Literary 
Critics Are Following Me!” in the May/ 
June issue of Lingua Franca 
(www.linguafranca.com). 


Monsanto Infiltrates 


Schools in Scotland . 


US c Corporate giants have gone from in- 
filtrating the curriculum in American schools 
to targeting the school systems of other 
nations. А recent example is Scotland's 
school system which distributed more than 
140,000 glossy pro-GM brochures spon- 
sored by Monsanto and other US corpora- 
tions. The brochures have provoked wide- 
spread protests from teachers, environmen- 
talists and consumer groups who feel the 
GM companies are using the students as 
part of a targeted PR campaign to quell 
mounting public fears about the dangers 
of genetic engineering. The 16-page color 
brochures are produced in the US by the 
Biotechnology Institute and is funded by 
Monsanto, Novartis, Pfizer, Rhone- 
Poulenc, Merck, and Amgen. The Glasgow- 
based Scottish Genetix Action has de- 
manded they be withdrawn immediately 
from classrooms. The group sees this as 
yet another example of corporations taking 
hold of the educational system. 


Akre and Wilson Win 
Eco-Award 


Jane Akre and Steve Wilson, two investi- 
gative journalists who were fired by the Fox 
network, have been awarded the Goldman 
Environmental Prize, the world's largest 
award for environmental activists. They are 
the first journalists to win the award. Akre 


and Wilson won the 
award for their inves- 
tigations into the dan- 
gers of rBGH (recom- 
binant bovine growth 
hormone). Fox refused 
to run their four-part 
investigative report 
because the network 
had been threatened 
with a lawsuit by 
Monsanto, the manu- 
facturer of rBGH. Fox 
pressured the investi- 
gative reporters to air 
an altered report that 
was sympathetic to Monsanto instead. The 
couple refused which ultimately led to their 
firing. Akre and Wilson sued Fox for vio- 
lating Florida's whistleblower law and a 
Florida jury found that Fox had indeed pres- 
sured the reporters to broadcast a “false, 
distorted or slanted news story" and 
awarded Akre $425,000 for being fired on 
improper grounds. 


Scientist Links to Industry 


The Center for Science in the Public Inter- 
est has posted a database of well over 1,000 
professors and scientists who consult or 
have other affiliations with chemical, gas, 
oil, food, drug, and other companies. The 
web site (http://integrityinscience.org) also 
provides partial information about non- 
profit and professional organizations that 
receive industry funding. The well-docu- 
mented database is designed for activists, 
journalists and others who are concerned 
about the links between industry and sci- 
ence. 


FCC Calls Feminist 
Hip-Hop Song ‘Patently 


Offensive" 


The Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) fined a community radio station for 


Jane Akre and Steve Wilson 


airing a political hip-hop song that critiques 
the recurrent sexism of many mainstream 
hip-hop acts. The FCC issued a $7,000 fine 
against KBOO-FM in Portland, Oregon, a 
listener-sponsored community radio sta- 
tion for broadcasting “Your Revolution,” a 
collaboration between recording artist DJ 
Vadim and spoken word artist Sarah Jones. 
The commission ruled that “Your Revolu- 
tion" contains “unmistakable patently of- 
fensive sexual references" that "appear to 
be designed to pander and shock." Much 
of what was determined as “indecent” in 
the song are actually attacks on sexual ex- 
ploitation and degrading lyrics in popular 
music. The song, originally a poem, takes 
aim at famous rap artists such as LL Cool J 
and Notorious B.I.G. by quoting and then 
denouncing their macho lyrics. КВОО-ЕМ 
countered the FCC decision by pointing 
out that its mission is to provide a forum 
for *unpopular, controversial neglected 
perspective," and that *Your Revolution" 
is “а feminist attack on attempts to equate 
political revolution with promiscuous sex." 
The move has forced non-commercial 
broadcasters to ban their programmers from 
playing the song. In a recent Village Voice 
piece, Jones says: *I read these words — 
that I’m sexually pandering and intending 
to shock — and it was just so clear to me 
that they were attacking my freedom as a 
person, as a woman, and as a woman of 
color, to defend myself." You can hear the 

(continued on page 73) 
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Sn ELEC LT ONS 
Clampdown on Dissent 


HARD TIME 


The clampdown continues 


n June 11, Jeff Luers, a 22-year-old 

radical environmentalist who goes 

by the activist name Free, was sen- 
tenced to a jaw-dropping 22 years and 8 
months in prison for two arson incidents in 
Eugene, Oregon. His co-defendant, Craig 
“Critter” Marshall, is serving 5 ' years, 
after having accepted an earlier plea-bar- 
gain in the case. 

"It just tore a piece of me out,” said my 
friend B., who spent many days and nights 
in a treesit with Free, 200 feet above the 
ground in a stand of ancient Douglas firs 
about 25 miles east of Eugene, as part of an 
ongoing campaign to prevent logging in 
the Fall Creek watershed. “This guy is like 
a gift to humanity — I mean it, 
full on, a gift to this world — 
and this is what they do to 
him: he's buried alive." 

To the authorities — and 
much of the general public, no 
doubt — Free is an eco-ter- 
rorist, pure and simple. Before 
his sentencing, the young ac- 
tivist admitted lighting a June 
2000 blaze at Eugene's Roma- 
nia Chevrolet dealership, 
which destroyed three pickup 
trucks, causing $40,000 in 
damage. (Most of his sen- 
tence — 15 years, with no pos- 
sibility of parole — is for this 
incident.) Free was also con- 
victed of attempting to ignite 
an empty gasoline tanker at Tyree Oil Com- 
pany in May 2000, which he denies. 

"I want to make clear why I set a fire at 
Romania Chevrolet,” Free told the court. “I 
didn't do this for anarchy or because I’m 
anti-government. And I didn't do this be- 
cause I enjoy property destruction. I don't. 
I did this because I’m frustrated that we are 
doing irreversible damage to our planet, our 
home. I'm not going to justify my actions. I 
can't do that any more than one can justify 
the destruction of the environment for 
profit. They are both wrong. I take respon- 
sibility for what I’ve done." 

Jeff Luers was 19 when he hopped a 


freight train to Eugene from Los Angeles 
in the spring of 1998. He was already inter- 
ested in environmental issues, having 
worked as a canvasser for Greenpeace. But 
raising money door-to-door didn't satisfy 
his growing political passion. Once in Or- 
egon, he quickly volunteered to be the first 
treesitter for the nascent Fall Creek cam- 
paign. 

Living high in the ancient forest 
canopy transformed him — and a great 
many other activists, perhaps several hun- 
dred in all, who spent time in Fall Creek 
over the ensuing years, supporting a treesit 
village that came to be called Red Cloud 
Thunder (http://www.efn.org/~redcloud/). 


Critter 


Free 


The media cliché of “Eugene anarchists” 
misses one of the most important 
radicalizing influences on the area's activ- 
ist scene: the forest encampment 25 miles 
outside of town. 

“Fall Creek was a turning point for the 
movement in a lot of ways, and Free helped 
make it that way," says B. “Тһеге was a 
new generation of punks and anarchists 
coming into the woods, a lot of young 
blood, and a lot of city activists, getting 
out ofthe city into the woods, making those 
connections, and bringing a really anar- 
chist perspective to the movement." 

Explains Warcry, a New York activist 


who befriended Free at Fall Creek, “Сот- 
ing from urban places, you see this phe- 
nomenal natural beauty — a majestic, pri- 
meval world of old-growth — and a kind of 


entrancing, eye-opening relationship takes 


place between you and that natural won- 
der. You realize, without too much rhetoric, 
exactly why you're there and what you're 
defending and what you're protecting, and 
you start to identify with it. 

I arrived in Fall Creek on Free's 38th 
day in the trees, in May 1998. I was deeply 
involved at the time in the direct-action 
fight to preserve New York City's commu- 
nity gardens; we were borrowing tactics 
from Earth First! forest blockades, and I was 
visiting Oregon to check out some back- 
woods actions firsthand. 

There were seven people in the camp 
at that point: three in the trees, three on the 
ground, and to my surprise and delight, B., 
shuttling back and forth. He 
tried to convince me to climb 
up and see the elaborate plat- 
forms that Free and the other 
sitters had built, but I was too 
chicken. Instead, I watched with 
amusement as they winched up 
an old exercise bike — appar- 
ently, one's legs get all rubbery 
up there from disuse — and 
then with trepidation as they 
strung traverse lines from tree 
to tree. 

I wouldn't have actually 
met Free at all were it not for the 
appalling personal hygiene of 
the camp cook, who never- 
washed his hands and conse- 
quently gave everyone who ate 
one particular dinner (I didn't touch it) a 
nasty case of food poisoning. Free was so 
sick, the poor guy, that he felt compelled to 
come down for a short time from his tree. In 
my brief and haunting memory of him, he's 
quiet and very pale — exactly how the Port- 
land newspaper described his demeanor 
when he was convicted. 

“When these kids are reacting [to en- 
vironmental destruction] with sabotage or 
whatever," says Warcry, “it seems like, oh, 
they're crazy, they're vandals. But there's 
no context about why they feel as deeply 
as they do, what they see disappearing, 
what they see threatened. They know their 
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future is fucked, they realize that, and they 
may not always have an in-depth economic 
analysis, but they know that they're not 
the ones in control and they're reacting to 
it with whatever targets there are available." 
The disparity between the scale of 
Free's crime and the length of his sentence 
has left his friends and supporters stunned 
and outraged. It seems clear that Free is 
being held accountable for something well 
beyond those three pickup trucks he de- 
stroyed. Particularly over the last year 
(when Free was, it should be noted, in jail 
awaiting trial), there has been a steady es- 
calation in ecological arson in the United 
States. Most recently, on May 21, under- 
ground cells of the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) burned down a tree farm in Oregon 
and a horticultural center at the University 
of Washington that were engaged in ge- 
netic engineering research; the combined 
damage estimates topped $5 million. A 
week later, ELF pointedly published a 
manual on its website, "Setting Fires With 
Electrical Timers,” that promises “down-to- 
earth advice and comprehensive how-tos 
about devices, fuel requirements, timers, 
Security хапа 1 more.” + (http:// 
www.earthliberationfront.com) 


Statement of Free (Jeff Luers) at his 
sentencing on June 01, 2001 


"[ want to make clear why I set a fire at 
Romania Chevrolet. I’m not going to offer 
excuses. I want this opportunity to explain 
my actions so that they are not misunder- 
stood or misinterpreted. I didn't do this for 
anarchy or because I'm anti-government. 
And I didn't do this because I enjoy prop- 
erty destruction. I don't. I did this because 
I'm frustrated that we are doing irrevers- 
ible damage to our planet, our home. It is 
not an exaggeration to say that right now 
we are experiencing a period of extinction 
equal to that of the dinosaurs. Forty thou- 
sand species are going extinct each year. 
Yet we continue to pollute and exploit the 
natural world. 

I’m not going to justify my actions. I 
can't do that anymore than one can justify 
the destruction of the environment for 
profit. They are both wrong. I take respon- 
sibility for what I’ve done. You can judge 
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“Тһе intent with [Free's] sentence defi- 
nitely was to set an example to deter other 
actions, but I don't really think that it's 
going to have a big effect on the continua- 
tion of acts of economic sabotage," says 
Gumby Cascadia of the Free & Critter Le- 
gal Defense Committee in Eugene. “1 
think that what it does is it makes people 
understand the deadly seriousness of 
choosing to do that kind of action, and it 
may weed out the people who think it's a 
game from those who are really serious." 

Prosecutorial overkill is becoming more 
common for much milder actions, too; the 
stakes are getting higher everywhere. 

Two Denver activists, Doug Bohm and 
David Martin, were recently jailed after re- 
fusing to answer a grand jury's questions 
about some vandalism that took place at a 
Kohl’s store during an anti-sweatshop dem- 
onstration last December, when four people 
dressed in Santa suits damaged thousands 
of dollars of clothing with spraypaint. The 
two men may serve as much as six months 
unless they testify. (http://www.aigis.com/ 
defensecommittee/) 

In Northern California, a 19-year-old 
Earth First!er, David Wehrer, is facing eight 
counts of felony child endangerment and 


my actions, but you can't judge my heart. 
It can not be said that I am unfeeling and 
uncaring. My heart is filled with love and 
compassion. I fight to protect life, all life, 
not to take it. 

I took every precaution to insure that 
no one would be injured by this fire. If I 
thought for any reason that anyone — be 
it Mr. Kelly or any responding firefighter or 
police officers — would be injured, I never 
would have set this fire. It was not my in- 
tention to hurt anyone or place anyone at 
risk. 

I’m not going to ask the court to grant 
me leniency. All that I ask is that you be- 
lieve the sincerity of my words. that you 
believe that my actions, whether or not you 
consider them to be misguided, stem from 
the love I have in my heart." 


Free and Critter very much welcome 
correspondence and reading material. Let- 
ters must be typed or written in either 
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eight misdemeanor charges of contribut- 
ing to the delinquency of a minor for taking 
eight students, aged 15 to 17, to a back- 
woods protest against Pacific Lumber Com- 
pany, where they were arrested for tres- 
passing. 

And of course there's the famous case 
of the Vieques Four — the Rev. Al Sharpton, 
Bronx Democratic Party chair Roberto 
Ramirez, and New York City politicians 
Adolfo Carrion and Jose Rivera — who 
(along with many less famous protesters) 
are doing 40 to 90 days in federal prison for 
trespassing nonviolently on the Navy’s 
Puerto Rican bombing range. (http:// 
www. viequeslibre.org) 

Free plans to appeal his case, while 
Critter hopes to qualify for a boot camp 
that could reduce his sentence to two years. 
“А lot of us are in shock, we're at a loss, 
because it's such a harsh sentence," says 
Warcry, “but we're also trying to gather 
ourselves and strategize.” — L.A. 
Kauffman 


“Hard Time” appeared in FREE RADICAL 
(www.free-radical.org), a monthly column 
on the upsurge of activism. To subscribe, 
write subscribe@free-radical.org 


ballpoint pen or pencil (not felt-tip marker, 
who knows why). Writers must include 
their name and return address on both the 
envelope and the letter. No photocopies of 
copyrighted material allowed. Books 
must be sent directly from the publisher or 
from Amazon.com — contact Gumby 
Cascadia at porkpie3 (g)hotmail.com for de- 
tails. 


For the time being, letters can be sent to 
them c/o The Free & Critter Legal Defense 
Committee, P.O. Box 50263, Eugene, OR 
97405. The Defense Committee is request- 
ing donations to appeal Free's case, and to 
stock the two activists’ commissary funds, 
their only means of access to writing pa- 
per, envelopes, fresh fruit, and other key 
items (at inflated prison prices). Make 
checks or money orders payable to FCLDF. 


The Defense Committee web site is 
http://www.efn.org/~eugpeace/freecritter/ 
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Hollywood Censorship 


SURPRISE PARTY 


Like most Hollywood spectacles, Pearl Harbor is devoid of context 


ike a zillion other Americans, I went 

to see Pearl Harbor on the first day 
of its release. As I sat there in the 
jammed bargain matinee, I kept assuring 
myself that as author ofa radical history of 

WWII, I was merely doing research. Now, 1 
could rant on about the atrocious love story 
or the film's mind-numbing length but this 
is not a movie review. This is more like a 
desperate attempt at context in the face of 
an onslaught. 

Much has been made of the decision 
to make Pearl Harbor "politically correct" 
by excising any negative references to the 
Japanese. While I can appreciate the senti- 
ment, this move does the audi- 
ence a major disservice. In the 
decades leading up to this battle 
between colonial powers in the 
Pacific, negative references 
played a central role. Ignoring 
this in the name of Asian box 
office receipts places December 
7, 1941 in a vacuum. Pearl Har- 
bor provides no context so, Га 
like to try. 

2 The build-up to Pearl Har- 
bor began two decades prior to 
the attack when, in 1922, the 
U.S., Britain, and Japan agreed 
that the Japanese navy would 
not be allowed more than 60 per- 
cent of the capital ship tonnage of the other 
two powers. As resentment grew within 
Japan over this decidedly inequitable agree- 
ment, that same year, the United States 
Supreme Court declared Japanese immi- 
grants ineligible for American citizenship. 
This decision was followed a year later by 
_ the Supreme Court upholding a California 
and Washington ruling denying Japanese 
the right to own property. A third judicial 
strike was dealt in 1924 with the Exclusion 
Act which virtually banned all Asian immi- 
gration. Finally, in 1930, when the London 
Naval Treaty denied Japan naval hegemony 
in its own waters, the groundwork for war 
(and “surprise attacks") had been laid. 

Upon realizing that Japan textiles were 
out-producing Lancashire mills, the British 


Empire (including India, Australia, Burma, 
etc.) raised the tariff on Japanese exports 
by 25 percent. Within a few years, the Dutch 
followed suit in Indonesia and the West 
Indies, with the U.S. (in Cuba and the Phil- 
ippines) not far behind. This led to the Japa- 
nese claiming (correctly) encirclement by 
the *ABCD" (American, British, Chinese, 
and Dutch) powers. Such moves, combined 
with Japan's expanding colonial designs, 
says Kenneth C. Davis, made “а clash be- 
tween Japan and the United States and the 
other Western nations over control of the 


_ economy and resources of the Far East and 


Pacific... . bound to happen.” 


Self-censorship in the name of profits 
will mislead movie-goers about the high 
level of anti-Japanese racism cultivated 
by the "greatest generation." The 
Japanese soldiers (and, for that matter, 
all Japanese) were commonly referred 
to and depicted as subhuman — insects, 
monkeys, apes, rodents, or simply 
barbarians that must be wiped out or 
exterminated. 


WWII, in the Pacific theater, was es- 
sentially a war between colonial powers. It 
was not the Japanese invasion of China, 
the rape of Nanking, or the atrocities in 
Manchuria that resulted in the United 
States declaring war on the Empire of Ja- 
pan. It was the attack of three of America's 
territories—the Philippines, Guam, and 
Hawaii (Pearl Harbor)—that provoked a 
military response. 

On July 21, 1941, Japan signed a pre- 
liminary agreement with the Nazi-sympa- 


. thizing Vichy government of Marshal Henri 


Pétain, leading to Japanese occupation of 
airfields and naval bases in Indochina. А1- 
most immediately, the U.S., Britain, and the 
Netherlands instituted a total embargo on 
oil and scrap metal to Japan—tantamount 


to a declaration of war. This was followed 
soon after by the United States and Great 
Britain freezing all Japanese assets in their 
respective countries. Radhabinod Pal, one 
of the judges in the post-war Tokyo War 
Crimes Tribunal, later argued that the U.S. 
had clearly provoked the war with Japan, 
calling the embargoes a “clear and potent 
threat to Japan's very existence." 

Which brings me to those negatives 
references I mentioned earlier. Self-censor- 
ship in the name of profits will mislead 
movie-goers about the high level of anti- 
Japanese racism cultivated by the “great- 
est generation." The Japanese soldiers 
(and, for that matter, all Japanese) were 
commonly referred to and depicted as sub- 
human—insects, monkeys, apes, rodents, 
or simply barbarians that must be wiped 
out or exterminated. The American Legion 
Magazine 5 cartoon of monkeys 
in a zoo who had posted a sign 
reading, “Any similarity between 
us and the Japs is purely coinci- 
dental" was typical. A U.S. Army 
poll in 1943 found that roughly 
half of all GIs believed it would 
be necessary to kill every Japa- 
nese on earth before peace could 
be achieved. As a December 1945 
Fortune poll revealed, American 
feelings for the Japanese did not 
soften after the war. Nearly 
twenty-three percent of those 
questioned wished the U.S. could 
have dropped *many more 
[atomic bombs] before the Japa- 
nese had a chance to surrender." Eugene 
B. Sledge, author of With the Old Breed at 
Peleliu and Okinawa, wrote of his com- 
rades "harvesting gold teeth" from the en- 
emy dead. In Okinawa, Sledge witnessed 
"the most repulsive thing I ever saw an 
American do in the war"—when a Marine 
officer stood over a Japanese corpse and 
urinated into its mouth. Perhaps Edgar L. 
Jones, a former war correspondent in the 
Pacific, put it best when he asked in the 
February 1946 Atlantic Monthly, "What 
kind of war do civilians suppose we fought 
anyway? We shot prisoners in cold blood, 
wiped out hospitals, strafed lifeboats, killed 
or mistreated enemy civilians, finished off 
the enemy wounded, tossed the dying into 
a hole with the dead, and in the Pacific 
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boiled flesh off enemy skulls to make table 
ornaments for sweethearts, or carved their 
bones into letter openers." 

And then there was the man who'd 
eventually give the order to drop atomic 
bombs on Japanese civilians: ^We have 
used [the bomb] against those who have 
abandoned all pretense of obeying inter- 
national laws of warfare," Harry Truman 
later explained, thus justifying his decision 
to nuke a people that he termed “savages, 
ruthless, merciless, and fanatic." 

Rationality in the Pacific was so rare 
during WW II that, ironically, it required as 
a mouthpiece none other than prominent 
racist Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr. Re- 
pelled by what he saw and heard of U.S. 
treatment ofthe Japanese in the Pacific the- 
ater, the aviator spoke out. His sentiments 
are summed up in the following journal 
entry: “It was freely admitted that some of 
our soldiers tortured Jap prisoners and were 
as cruel and barbaric at times as the Japs 
themselves. Our men think nothing of 
shooting a Japanese prisoner or a soldier 
attempting to surrender. They treat the Jap 
with less respect than they would give to 
an animal, and these acts are condoned by 
almost everyone. We claim to be fighting 
for civilization, but the more I see of this 
war in the Pacific the less right I think we 
have to claim to be civilized." When 
Lindbergh left the Pacific and arrived at 
customs in Hawaii, he was asked if he had 
any Japanese bones in his baggage. It was, 
by then, a routine question. 

Like most Hollywood spectacles, Pearl 
Harbor is devoid of context. There's only 
one line alluding to U.S. economic and leg- 
islative provocation prior to December 7, 
1941 and no hint at all of the internment 
camps and atomic bombs yet to come. Af- 
ter three hours, World War II is still “Тһе 
Good War," America's honor remains un- 
tarnished, and the summer movie season is 
in full swing. Surprise, surprise. — 
Mickey Z. 


Mickey Z. (Michael Zezima) is the author of 
Saving Private Power: The Hidden History 
of “The Good War,” on which this article is 
based. His book is available from Soft Skull 
Press, 98 Suffolk St, NY, NY 10002; 
website: www.softskull.com, $20 at book- 
stores, $15 if you order online. 


SELECIIONS 


DANCING WITH THE DRAGON 


“In the ancient East flies a dragon, 
Whose name is China, 

In the ancient East live a host of people, 
They are all descendants of the Dragon. 
Under the Dragon’s wings we are growing, 
Growing as offspring of the Dragon 
With black eyes, black hair, and yellow skin, 
We remain the Dragon’s descendants forever. 
— Hou Dejian, “The Dragon 5 Descendants” 


he angry rhetoric, the mouth-foam- 
| ing oaths, and the muffled politi- 
cal threats arising from the 1 1-day 
detention of the 24-man crew of the dam- 
aged U.S. spy plane in China, are already 
beginning to fade. Political leaders in both 
countries are speaking in subdued, mea- 
sured tones, in sharp contrast to the strong, 
bellicose terms used at the very beginning 
of the crisis. 

While anti-Chinese speech predictably 
arose in the aftermath of the downing of 
the spy plane and the detention of U.S. 
Navy personnel, there came a quiet, almost 
imperceptable message, one coded and no 
less powerful for its silence, that a burgeon- 
ing Sino-American conflict was bad — for 
business. And it is business that drives 
international relations, not politics, for both 
Bush and his Chinese counterpart, Jiang 
Zemin, President of the Peoples Republic 
of China, are at the mercy of powerful eco- 
nomic forces at home. 

When the average person is asked to 
speak out loud his, or her, thoughts about 
China, a number of images spring to mind: 
The Oscar-nominated movie, “Crouching 
Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” the "Charlie's An- 
gels" remake featuring actress Lucy Liu, 
your friendly, neighborhood Chinese res- 
taurant, the late martial arts icon, Bruce Lee, 
or to some, the specter of “red commu- 
nism." 

Ifthe average businessman or Wall St.- 
denizen is asked, another image emerges, 
as evidenced by comments made in the 
April 7th- 13th, 2001 edition of The Econo- 
mist. For them, the economic potential of 
China fairly makes them drool. An invest- 
ment consultant, Stuart Leckie, predicts the 


imminent integration of its domestic (yuan) 
stockmarket, with the Hong Kong stock 
market. When that happens, China will rank 
in the top three markets in the world, right 
after the U.S. and Japan. Andy Xie, regional 
economist for Morgan Stanley, predicted 
that in less than 20 years, China will be “the 
next $10 trillion economy,” after the U.S. 
An hour before the Chinese foreign minis- 
try announced it would release the Ameri- 
can spy plane crew, business news sources 
announced that Ford Motors Co. would 
open a car factory in China. 
Historian-columnist Manning 
Marable, in his recent collection of essays, 
Black Liberation in Conservative America 
(1977), looking at the changes of the last 
few decades, observed, “Communist China 
today has arguably the most aggressively 
capitalist economy on earth.” (p. 3) In short, 
times have changed. While the Bush ad- 
ministration sports more than its share of 
cold warriors who would like nothing bet- 


ter than to portray the Middle Kingdom as 


this month’s candidate for the Evil Empire, 
we must remember that business calls the 
tune here. 

And business, from agricultural sales- 
men, to tobacco merchants, to car dealers, 
ad infinitum, looks to the vast 1.3 billion in 
China with a capitalist hunger that virtu- 
ally borders on lust. Business convinces 
its politician servants to cool it; play nice. 
— Mumia Abu-Jamal 


Mumia Abu-Jamal is the author of three 
books: Live from Death Row, Death Blos- 
soms, and All Things Censored. You can 
sign up to receive Mumia’s regular col- 
umn by email at www.mumiabook.com. 
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Human Rights vs. Oil 


SELECTIONS 
Fighting Big Oil 


Sarah James, a Gwich'in woman, has been a voice for indigenous rights, human rights, 
and environmental issues for over 10 years. Since 1988, she has been a leader in the fight 
to prevent oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Ms. James is a Board 
Membet of the Gwich'in Steering Committee and the International Indian Treaty 
Council. While in town for the CorpWatch Climate Justice Tour, Sarah spoke with us 
about the impact oil drilling in the Arctic Refuge would have on her community. 


What is life like in the Arctic village? 


Arctic Village is located 110 miles north- 
east ofthe Arctic Circle. It's one ofthe most 
isolated places in the United States and 
we're most Northern Indian village in the 
U.S.. We solely depend on subsistence liv- 
ing — we hunt, fish and gather food and 
maybe 75% of our diet is wild meat. Most 
of it is porcupine, caribou meat, moose, 
birds and ducks, fish from the river 
and the lakes, and some other 
small animals. And this is how we 
make our living day-to-day. 

In Arctic Village we speak 
Gwich'in language and English is 
our second language. There is no 
running water and there's no road 
to Arctic Village. So the only way 
to get to there is by air. By dog 
team it would take a long time to 
get to the nearest village. The 
Gwich'in live in 15 different vil- 
lages in Northwestern Territory, 
Mackenzie Delta, north of Yukon 
Territory (in Canada) and North- 
east Alaska. We're spread out pretty far 
and wide. It's considered the Arctic desert. 


If the government opens up the Arctic Ref- 
uge to drilling how will that impact the 
village? 


We are caribou people — we have a spiri- 
tual connection to caribou. They are ev- 
erything to us — the food on our table, 
they were shelter for us before. It's our story, 
it's in our songs. We do a caribou skin hunt 
dance. We used to be nomadic people, we'd 
follow the food, wherever we could gather 
the food, we used to live a very basic life, 
simple life based on needs not on greed. 
Without caribou our people wouldn't 
have survived after Western culture came 


to us with disease that wiped out a lot of 
our people. There used to be 100,000 of us 
and now there are less than 7,000. Our 
people used to die only of old age, but to- 
day after the change that has come to our 
country, our people are dying of cancer, 
heart disease, drug and alcohol-related 
death. That's what development put upon 
us. If there is more development it will get 
worse. 


There used to be 100,000 of us and now 
there are less than 7,000. Our people 
used to die only of old age, but today 
after the change that has come to our 
country, our people are dying of cancer, 
heart disease, drug and alcohol-related 
death. That's what development put 
upon us. If there is more development it 
will get worse. 


How would drilling in the Arctic impact 
the caribou that you depend on and have 
this deep connection with? 


Caribou have one special place to have their 
calves — it's a birthplace. Starting in April, 
each and every caribou goes back up to 
the coastal plain. Within one or two or three 
weeks the cows drop their calves, and it's 
time for nursing. It's a nursing ground not 
only for the caribou, but the polar bears 
also raise their young along the coastline, 
and the musk ox was reintroduced to that 
area and they're raising their young along 
the coastal plain, and up in the foothills 
wolves and wolverines are raising their 
young. It’s also a fish spawn for Arctic 
Ocean and a nesting ground for birds and 


ducks that fly up there from all over the 
world so it's really a special place for many 
forms of life and the plants that grow there 
— it’s a healthy tundra — it's a place for 
nursing. 


Do you think they will abandon the area 
if there's drilling? 


What we say is any technology is not safe 
for a birthplace. It's the time for the mother 
and child while they're nursing. It's a spe- 
cial timing for these animals to be safe and 
comfortable. 


What is the connection between opening 
up the Arctic Refuge to drilling and cli- 
mate change? A local struggle in a re- 
mote village, what does that have to do 
with climate change? 


In our area, global warming is real 
and climate change is real. We 
see that, we feel that, and we 
know it because we are so close 
to the earth because we survive 
by subsistence living. We know 
we're not the ones that produce 
and cause this global warming, 
we know it's from industrial ar- 
eas in other parts of the world. 
We're telling the [people of the] 
world that if they don't slow 
down, if they don't change their 
way of thinking, if they don't 
change their way of doing 
things, it's going to get to them. 


Is the tundra actually beginning to melt? 


Yes. Tundra is wetland. The permanent frost 
is thawing out, for example, in a strip of 
land between two bodies of water one lake 
runs into another, and the lake runs into 
the river and on and on. That's how we're 
losing a lot of lakes. We're losing a lot of 
fish habitats, their spawning grounds and 
many other animal habitats. 


The presence of oil companies in 1988 


forced the Gwich'in Nation to organize. 


You're part of the Gwich’in Steering Com- 
mittee — can you talk about your fight 
against the oil companies? 
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The Gwich'in Steering Committee was 
formed back in 1988 by the whole Gwich' in 
Nation. They chose four members from 
Canada and four from U.S., and they formed 
Gwich'in Steering Committee to protect the 
caribou and Gwich'in way of life. We formed 
a nonprofit organization to campaign and 
educate the world about why we say no to 
development. We operate on a very small 

budget and we struggle to get the message 
out. 


. recently heard a public radio discussion 
that said the majority of people in Alaska, 
including some Native Alaskans, support 
opening up the Arctic Refuge to oil ex- 
ploration because of the economic ben- 
efits and the Gwich'in are among the mi- 
nority that oppose it. Is that true? 


No. Alaska's got 200 (Native) villages and 
each and every village is like Arctic Village. 
They subsist from hunting, fishing, gath- 
ering, trapping food, and they respect the 
traditional way of life and traditional food. 


Back in 1970 when the Alaska Land Claim 


Settlement Act passed, they put Native 
Alaskans into 12 different incorporated 
entities. They made Alaskan Natives stock- 
holders of those corporations — they 
don't have direct land ownership. That took 
them away from who they are, how they 
related to the land, and how they use it. 
They were put into a Western business- 
type entity. 

They had to make profits to stay in- 
corporated in the State of Alaska. Some of 
these corporations are doing very well and 
there's some short term benefits. They've 
made some profit, so they want more. And 
they've made agreements with oil compa- 
nies. It's not really these traditional people 
who make decisions in those villages it's 
the corporation's board of directors. 

They work very hard with the oil com- 
panies and have learned their ways of 
speaking and the ways ofthe corporations. 
They work hard to convince the traditional 
people to be for development. 


The Gwich'in are not incorporated? 


We didn't go with the Land Claim Settle- 
ment Act because we had another choice, 
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Indian Reorganization Act. When Land 
Claim Settlement Act passed, the village 
was put into a corporation. Each village got 
$100,000 so they could incorporate. We re- 
fused to take that $100,000. Instead we took 
it to our people апа we had a landslide vote 
to stay with IRA because we got that land 
under the Indian Reorganization Act in 
1938. So the state of Alaska kept sending 
the papers reminding us what to do [to in- 
corporate] but we just ignored it. After a 
while they quit sending them and told us 


[the corporation] had been dissolved. 


The decision about the Arctic Refuge 
rests with Congress. Have you lobbied 
Congress? 


Yes many times we've gone to Washing- 
ton DC and talk to various Congressional 
people to educate them about why we're 
saying no to this. It's human rights vs. oil. 
We've been in the Arctic, we're going to 
(continued on page 25) 
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Deschooling 


WE DONT NEED NO EDUCATION 


WE DON'T NEED NO THOUGHT CONTROL 


[s has been controversy in Kan- 
sas over the teaching of evolution 
in government schools since 1999, 
when evolution was “de-emphasized” in 
science teaching at the behest of an elected 
state education board. Opponents of teach- 
ing about evolution consider it just another 
theory about human development, compa- 
rable to that of creationism or intelligent 
design and feel the state should not favor 
one of these theories over another in its 
science curriculum. While this is- 
sue seems to be resolved at 
present since a pro-evolution ma- 
jority was elected to the state board 
in 2000, during the debates about 
evolution no one seemed to be 
concerned about the broader 
question of whether the govern- 
ment should be mandating any- 
thing regarding what is taught to 
students, or even whether the 
state should be in the business of 
education at all. 

From Christian conservatives 
to “free-thinkers,” it appears that 
most people in Kansas and the rest of the 
United States favor the continued existence 
of government schools. Even when people 
disagree with what or how the schools are 
teaching, they organize to change only the 
parts of the curriculum or the methods they 
dislike, never challenging the very institu- 
tion of compulsory “public” education: 
conservative religionists try to get prayer 
back into schools and evolution out, while 
atheists try to make the schools god-free, 
but neither side suggests freeing children 
from the system altogether. They all agree 
that it is alright to indoctrinate all students 
with certain ideas. They simply differ on 
what those ideas should be. It is rare to 
hear anyone advocate dismantling the gov- 
ernment school system and letting people 


provide for the education of themselves 


and their children without the interference 


of politicians. 

The worst thing about government 
schools is not that they promote this or 
that incorrect or inaccurate idea, bad as that 
may be, but that participation in them is 
forced. Children are required to attend 
these schools by compulsory education 
laws, and working people are compelled to 
support them with tax money extorted from 
them. While these laws do allow children 
other education options besides govern- 


Government schools have a mission: to educate 
children sufficiently that they can function as 
workers in the American economy, and to 
indoctrinate them in the ideas important to the 
continuation of current economic and political 
institutions. While they often do a lousy job of 
teaching even basic skills like reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, public schools are quite efficient 
in promoting loyalty and obedience to 
government, hierarchical relationships, and 
conformity among students. 


ment schools, their parents are taxed 
whether their children attend public 
schools or not, making private alternatives 
unaffordable to many. And even when par- 
ents and children do manage to choose non- 
government methods of teaching and learn- 
ing, they are still hounded by the state. 
Governments presume to license or approve 
private schools and require home schoolers 
or deschoolers to present education plans 
or curricula to education bureaucrats for 
their approval before they are allowed to 
educate their children themselves. 
Government schools have a mission: 


to educate children sufficiently that they - 


can function as workers in the American 
economy, and to indoctrinate them in the 
ideas important to the continuation of cur- 
rent economic and political institutions. 
While they often do a lousy job of teach- 


ing even basic skills like reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, public schools are quite ef- 
ficient in promoting loyalty and obedience 
to government, hierarchical relationships, 
and conformity among students. Students 
are forced to pledge allegiance to the 
government's flag; vote in mock presiden- 
tial elections; participate in behavior con- 
trol programs like the cop-run DARE; per- 
form mandatory community service, which 
is paradoxically called *volunteerism;" en- 
gage in team-building activities where they 
are taught to sacrifice their individuality to 
be part of the group; and, more and more 
often, wear uniforms. They are forced to 
attend classes, eat, and even use the bath- 
room on a rigid schedule. They are encour- 
aged to show loyalty to “their” 
teachers, “their” class, “their” 
school, “their” athletic teams. 
Such regimentation and institu- 
tional loyalty set them in good 
stead for their later lives as em- 
ployees. 

Students are seen as mem- 
bers of groups, not individuals, 
with developmental needs and 
goals based on their age and 
grade, not their personal desires 
and preferences. Students who 
are bored with school or can’t 
stand being confined in a class- 
room are commonly labeled as discipline 
problems or “diagnosed” with a fake dis- 
ease like hyperactivity/attention deficit dis- 
order. Children with this diagnosis are then 
drugged into submission to make them 
more malleable in the classroom. Same-age 
groups are all taught the same thing in the 
same way. Forcing children to associate 
with others of the same age, whether they 
share interests or not, promotes conformity 
with others in their arbitrary group, instead 
of individuality, and freely chosen friend- 
ships and alliances. Students who don't fit 
in are disciplined and punished by teach- 
ers and administrators and/or terrorized and 
bullied by more compliant “peers.” 

The disregard in which students are 
held by the education establishment is dem- 
onstrated in many ways. Physical facilities 
are allowed to deteriorate, doors are re- 
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moved form toilet stalls, inadequate cool- 
ing and heating are provided, and less than 
nutritious food is provided in cafeterias. 
Students in Boaz, AZ, were even fed 
chicken nuggets made from diseased poul- 
try. Out of date and inaccurate textbooks 
are used, incompetent teachers are hired 
and promoted, and violent students are al- 
lowed to attack their more vulnerable fel- 
lows. Like prisoners, students are confined 
in unsanitary, sometimes dangerous, insti- 
tutions and punished with more intensive 
incarceration ifthey rebel. Unlike most pris- 
oners, however, students have done noth- 
ing to put themselves in this position be- 
sides living in a certain place and being a 
certain age. It should come as no surprise 
that so many students leave these places 
as soon as they are old enough to do so. . 

Students are routinely denied 
the due process usually granted to 
adults accused of “bad” behavior. 
Zero tolerance policies in regard to 
guns and drugs in schools result is 
suspensions of even very young 
children for “crimes” such as bring- 
ing an inch-and-a-half long gun- 
shaped medallion to school, point- 
ing a chicken finger at a teacher and 
' saying “pow, pow, pow,” or giving a 
non-prescription pain-killer to a 
friend. In a particularly outrageous incident, 
five students in Parsons, KS, were charged 
with conspiracy to commit murder in De- 
cember 1999, solely on the basis of a lie 
told by another student that they were plan- 
ning to shoot people at school. They were 
detained for two months and then released 
into 24-hour adult supervision, despite the 
fact that their accuser admitted making up 
the story in February 2000. The conspiracy 
charges were not dropped until April 14. 
However, despite this, the students were 
barred from returning to school, and ad- 
ministrators advocated barring them for the 
rest of the school year, because their pres- 
ence would be “disruptive.” An object les- 
son in American justice. . 

Many parents, unwilling to sacrifice 
their children to the public school system, 
have turned to non-government alterna- 
tives. Private schools often provide a bet- 
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SELECTIONS 


Deschooling 


ter education in basic skills and sometimes 
a more varied curriculum, at least in part as 
a result of the need for these schools to 
compete for paying customers with a “free” 
public system. Tuition at these institutions, 
however, is an added, and at times prohibi- 
tive, expense for parents who are already 
forced to pay taxes to support government 
education, whether they have children in 
public schools or not. Attempts to facili- 
tate use of private schools by means of 
vouchers have been consistently opposed 
by education bureaucrats, public school 
teachers, and most politicians, large num- 
bers of whom manage to put their own chil- 
dren in private or better-off suburban pub- 
lic schools. Of course, such vouchers 
would increase government control of pri- 
vate schools by setting standards that such 


Students who are bored with school or can't 
stand being confined in a classroom are 
commonly labeled as discipline problems or 
*diagnosed" with a fake disease like 
hyperactivity/attention deficit disorder. 
Children with this diagnosis are then drugged 
into submission to make them more 
malleable in the classroom. 


schools would have to meet to qualify to 
receive stolen tax revenues, thereby gradu- 
ally whittling away at the advantages cur- 
rently enjoyed by private institutions. De- 
spite their better academic performance and 
less violent environments, private schools 
even now are still required to comply with 
various state rules and regulations which 
stifle innovation and promote traditional 
curricula. In most private schools, just as 
in government ones, discipline, conformity, 
and hierarchy remain the rule. 

More and more people are pulling their 


. children totally out of the school system. 


While education bureaucrats usually re- 
quire home-schoolers to register with 
school boards and/or submit curricula, par- 
ents can sometimes manage to avoid all 
contact with education authorities and are 
overlooked by the system. Some home- 
schoolers are disciplinarians and force their 
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children to follow a strict curriculum. Oth- 
ers, however, known as deschoolers, com- 
pletely reject the model of education and 
teaching, instead promoting self-directed 
learning. They see the role of parents and 
other helpers as simply assisting learners 
when they lack the expertise or experience 
to learn on their own or in conjunction with 
their fellow learners. Such children are en- 
couraged to choose friends and associates 
on the basis of shared desires and inter- 
ests, regardless of age, sex, color, and so 
on. Deschooling challenges categories 
based on shared group characteristics or 
identities and promotes individuality and 
mutual aid. Learning is seen as a joint 
project of all concerned, with the learners 
choosing the direction of their own devel- 
opment, viewing the mastery of manual 
skills as just as important as aca- 
demic pursuits. In this model, 
learning is completely individual- 
ized, with each child seen as a unique 
person whose progress is not to be 
constantly compared to that of oth- 
ers or judged according to some de- 
velopmental model created by “ex- 
perts.” 

The public education system 
cannot be reformed, any more than 
other branches of government. It 
can exist only because the state forces chil- 
dren into schools with its compulsory edu- 
cation laws, confiscates the money to fund 
them by taxing working people, and con- 
founds the efforts of people to create their 
own alternatives by insinuating itself into 
private schools and even the homes of 
those who reject schools altogether. The 
only solution for the problems of govern- 


ment schools is to abolish them and all other 


intrusions by government into the lives of 
individuals. And this will only come about 
with the abolition of government itself. — 
Joe Peacott 


This excerpt appeared in the February 2001 
issue of Anarchy in Kansas, available from 
Bad Press, PO Box 3682, Kansas City, KS 
66103-0682. Individual issues are avail- 
able for $1.00 і 
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СТОМ 5 


Denouncing Dissent 


TO THE MAD HOUSE WITH THEM... 


How ‘liberals’ denounce modern dissidents 


n his study of obedience in modern so- 
ciety, psychologist Stanley Milgram 
wrote, “There is always some element 
of bad form in objecting to the destructive 
course of events, or indeed, in making it a 
topic of conversation.” Milgram noted that 


even Nazi’s most closely associated with . 


the ‘final solution’ considered it an act of 
discourtesy to talk directly about the kill- 
ings. We know, of course, that the Soviet 
gulags and insane asylums were subse- 
quently filled with similarly impolite dissi- 
dents motivated by a range of psycho- 
pathologies. 

We might like to believe that our soci- 
ety is free of 
such wicked 
nonsense, but 
today ‘liberal’ 
commentators 
regularly deride 
dissidents such 
as Noam 
Chomsky, 
Harold Pinter 
and John Pilger 
for being moti- 
vated by anger, 
egotism and 
other psycho- 
logical disor- 
ders. As aresult, 
it is claimed, they present a simplified ver- 
sion of the world shaped to fit their delu- 
sions, rather than the world as it is. 

In the Independent, Steve Crawshaw 
titled his recent review of Chomsky’s latest 
book of political analysis: “Furious ideas 
with no room for nuance.” Crawshaw per- 
ceives a strange contradiction in 
Chomsky’s work: “Chomsky knows so 
much,” he writes, “but seems impervious 
to any idea of nuance.” Sentences like this 
have me reaching for my dictionary: how 
can someone who “knows so much” be 
ignorant of *any idea" of subtle difference 
in shade or meaning? Anger distorts 


John Pilger 


Chomsky's work, it seems. Lambasting his 
criticism of the Nato bombing of Serbia, 
Crawshaw writes: “Misguided isn't enough 
[for Chomsky]; the policy must be plain 
evil." Alternatively, as Chomsky himself ar- 
gues, policy can be guided by profit, with 
human suffering an unfortunate and unin- 
tended, but ultimately necessary, conse- 


quence. 

A May 1999 review of Harold Pinter's 
political output by Jay Rayner in the Ob- 
server, focused on the distorting influence 
of rage on Pinter's thought. The titles and 
subtitles leave us in no doubt: “Pinter of 
Discontent: Hated Pinochet; loathed 


Noam Chomsky 


Thatcher; doesn't like America; deplores 
Nato; is disgusted when his play doesn't 
get a West End run. Good old Harold — 
he's always bitching about something." 
The enraged Pinter naturally has no time 
for subtlety or nuance: “Lately Pinter is all 


about sound and fury" — as opposed to 
content, we are invited to presume. Rayner - 


quotes Timothy Garton Ash, who says of 
Pinter, ^He has this terribly imaginative vi- 
sion of the world and everything has to fit 
it. 

Compare and contrast all of this with 
comments made by Jon Snow in his recent 
Observer review of Anthony Hayward's 


book, Jn the Name of Justice, documenting 
John Pilger's filmic output. *Still angry af- 
ter all these years," ran the title. Snow 
writes that Pilger's work has sharply divided 
the journalistic world: *Some argue the 
ends justify his means, others that the world 
is a more subtle place than he allows." Snow 
does not reveal on which side of the fence 
he falls, although in the last sentence he 
insists a fundamental problem remains 
where Pilger’s work is concerned: “whether 
the very great good that Pilger has achieved 
justifies the way he has reached his con- 
clusions.” What can these controversial | 
ways and means be? Tenacious research, a 
willingness to 
challenge 
officialdom, 
and often to 
travel to dan- 
Da qu Ds 
places? Snow 
doesn't say, 
suggesting a 
sinister ele- 
ment, and 
also that the 
“vociferous 
majority” of 
journalists 
would agree 
= with him. Re- 
ally? Has he conducted a national survey? 
His patronising assertions and their subtext 
are the stuff of smear familiar to all dissi- 
dents. 

Chomsky has discussed the rationale ` 
behind this, and the constant references to 
the alleged anger and distortions of dissi- 
dents: “Somehow they have to get rid of 
the stuff. You can't deal with the arguments, 
that's plain; for one thing you have to know 
something, and most of these people don't 
know anything. Secondly, you wouldn't be 
able to answer the arguments because 
they're correct. Therefore what you have 
to do is somehow dismiss it. So that's one 


Harold Pinter 


шасына ны ыы. ДЫ EAE EE адын neoastilbin dns sinning oe cee e T CTUM UI o TETERE UU TU TM TER RID a E 


pe 


ALTERNATIVE PRESS REVIEW 


SUMMER 2001 


technique, ‘It’s just emotional, it's irrespon- 
sible, it's angry." 

That mainstream journalists do indeed 
have difficulty answering the arguments 
became clear to me in an interview with Jon 
Snow in January. I put to Snow, and sev- 
eral other leading liberal journalists, some 
of the fundamental ideas underpinning the 
work of Chomsky, Pilger, and others. I asked 
Snow, for example, what he thought of the 
idea that the US and Britain have a long 
and dishonourable history of supporting 
dictators like Pinochet, Suharto, the Shah 
of Iran and many others, in order to protect 
local resources for Western corporations: 
. “Oh this is bollocks!” he replied. “Total 
bollocks! Utter bollocks!” When I asked 
him why he thought it was 
bollocks, he replied: “Because, 
I'm afraid there are many, many 
other factors." The world is *a 
more subtle place" argument 
again — communicated less sub- 
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Denouncing Dissent 


were not simply weird ideas that I had 
cooked up on my own, Snow was firm in 
his conviction that I was a mad conspiracy 
theorist: “I think you're bananas! You're 
completely off the clock!," he said. 

And this, one suspects, is finally the 
real opinion that often lies behind the more 
delicate, but no less damning, liberal de- 
scription of dissidents as angry, simplistic 
and lacking in nuance. It remains “bad 
form" to criticise the destructive course of 
events for which Western governments are 
often responsible. Better to call the destruc- 
tion a “moral crusade,” or a “humanitarian 
intervention," and to denounce ideas that 
challenge this Orwellian status quo as de- 
ranged and “bollocks.” 


It remains “bad form” to criticise the 
destructive course of events for which 
Western governments are often 


tly. responsible. Better to call the 


| Snow also rejected out of 
hand Chomsky and Pilger's ar- 
gument that advertisers, wealthy 
owners, parent companies, cor- 
porate flak machines and state 
power have a dramatic impact in 
filtering media output. “I’m 
aware of the argument," he told 
me. “I don't believe it’s true. I 
mean I don't think that's the motivation. 1 
think they just know that sex and those 
sort of things sell a lot better. After all, Chan- 
nel 4 has no institutional owner... I just 
don't travel with any of this crap! What I 
travel with is lazy journalism." 

бо much for a systemic analysis of the 
media! When I asked him whether “lazy” 
journalists perhaps thrived in a media sys- 
tem unwilling to reveal the depredations of 
the corporate system of which it is itself a 
part, whether there might be a pattern to 
this “lazy journalism," Snow replied: 

“Мо, unfortunately there is not! You 
mean, white, middle-class, middle-aged 
men, sitting around desks hatching plots 
which have nothing to do with the main 
interests of women and ethnic minorities? 
Well there is a bit of that, yes!” Try though 
I might to assure him that I was not pro- 
posing conspiracy theories, and that these 
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destruction a *moral crusade," or a 
“humanitarian intervention," and to 
denounce ideas that challenge this 


Orwellian status quo as deranged and 
*bollocks." 


POSTSCRIPT 


As a kind of experiment, I tried to publish 
the above article in the mainstream ‘liberal’ 
British press. The results were interesting. 
Mike Holland of the Observer told me that 
unfortunately there wasn't space that week, 
and probably wouldn't be the next - better 
try somewhere else. So I sent the article to 
Catherine Pepinster of the /ndependent, 
who said: 

“It’s not something we would run be- 
cause it's partly an attack on one of our 
own journalists [Crawshaw], and it's also 
too inward looking on journalism." 

It is interesting that disagreement is 
interpreted as “ап attack." The message 15 
clear and in fact consistently repeated 
throughout the media: radical criticism of a 
newspaper or its journalists will result in 
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rejection. Media analysts are fully aware of 
this, of course. Several high-profile radical 
writers have told me privately that they will 
not openly criticise the ‘liberal’ media be- 
cause it means certain career-death. As a 
result, readers are subjected to an entirely 
false consensus affirming the view that we 
have a free, honest, open and tolerant me- 
dia. Nobody challenges that view because 
nobody is allowed to. 

You will have noticed that ‘media sec- 
tions’ of newspapers seem designed to be 
read solely by industry insiders. I sent my 
article to Janine Gibson, editor of the 
Guardian 5 media section. She rejected it, 
saying it wasn't “suitable for media Guard- 
ian." I sought clarification, asking whether 
the problem was one of style or 
content. This is what she e-mailed 
back to me. 

“Both, really, though I hesi- 
tate to be so discouraging. Your 
essay/thesis style seems to me 
better suited to a weekend review 
section or a weekly magazine such 
as the Spectator. Similarly the sub- 
ject, which is quite subtle, doesn’t 
іп my opinion lend itself а weekly 
section which carries topical fea- 
tures about media issues. Basically, 
it reads to me like a piece which 
should be read on a Sunday after- 
noon rather than a busy Monday 
morning. I hope that makes sense.” 

As it turns out, crucial issues that have 
never been discussed in the mainstream are 
not better suited to Sunday afternoons, or 
indeed any afternoon. 

With the support of John Pilger, a regu- 
lar columnist at the New Statesman, I sent 
the piece to Peter Wilby, the New 
Statesman 5 editor. This is what I got back: 


“Your piece isn’t uninteresting and you 
are quite right that Chomsky, Pinter, Pilger 
et al (in the case of the last, I have frequently 
experienced it first-hand) are regularly dis- 
missed as mad, thus freeing people from 
any need to engage with their arguments. 
But will this really be such a great revela- 
tion to New Statesman readers? And why 
should we care about what Jon Snow said 
to you?” 

(continued on page 25) 
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ping through the Sears catalogue and 

touching my special happy place. Even 
then, it was something I had enjoyed for as 
long as I could remember. There were no 
friends at school, none in the neighbor- 
hood, but I always had a friend within arm's 
reach. 

On this particular afternoon, though, 
stroking my schlong was better than it had 
ever been before. Instead of just giving me 
a delightful tingly feeling as I massaged it, 
there was something else happening. 1 
didn't know what was coming, but I could 
feel it building toward a crescendo. Sweet 
sensations were traveling farther down my 
hairless boyhood than they'd ever 
gone before, and something strange 
and spectacular was about to hap- 
pen. I was in awe, anticipating it with- 
out even knowing what I was antici- 
pating. And then.... 

After a few moments in outer 
space, my first coherent thought was 
"Have I broken my penis?" If so, it 
was wonderfully broken. Amazingly 
broken, fantastically shattered, ruined 
beyond words. White syrupy glop 
was on the ceiling, on the sheets, all 
over my hand, and it seemed to be coming 
from my peehole. To determine whether it 
was damaged, I repeated the experiment, 
and then to be sure, I repeated it again. 

Since then, l've never gone more than 
a few days without whacking off. I’ve done 
it everywhere I’ve gone, leaving a quarter- 
century of stale semen stains on all my lin- 
ens, all my clothes. Even my white T-shirts 
look almost tie-dyed psychedelic. 

I've masturbated in movie theaters, 
while admiring the twenty-foot tall face of 
Kathy Bates or Kevin Costner. If you're 
the only person in your row at the movies, 
and the rows immediately in front and be- 
hind you are empty, there's not even any 
need to discreetly place your jacket over 
your groin. 

Гуе masturbated on city buses, look- 


| was 11 years old, alone in my bed, flip- 
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Solo Sex 


ing out the window at whomever was walk- 
ing by—young women, middle-aged men, 
old women, fluffy dogs. The view from the 
bus, suspended several feet above both 
traffic and pedestrians, can provide primo 
privacy if the bus is relatively empty. 
During late adolescence, when I des- 
perately didn’t want to go to church but 
my parents forced me to attend, my favor- 
ite act of rebellion was servicing myself in 
the sanctuary before the services. I mas- 
turbated under the stained glass windows, 
in the balcony, at the altar, and several times 
at the pastor’s pulpit. If my mother ever 
cajoles me into going back to that church, 
Pd like to look closely at the base of the 


Гуе dripped my cum across Dan 

Rather's face while watching the 

Evening News. I’ve splashed Julia 
Child, Roseanne, Batman's butler, 
Velma on Scooby-Doo, Worf on 
Star Trek, and, of course, William 
F. Buckley on PBS. 


giant cross in front ofthe congregation and 
see ifthe trail of my dried jism is still there. 
l've masturbated in dozens of men's 
rooms, behind closed stall doors. A young 
man's fancy turns to sex close to constantly, 
and the privacy of the privy is within easy 
access almost anywhere. Close and latch 
the door, unlatch the pants and have a seat. 
If you hear footsteps, hold everything, but 
otherwise have a slap-happy time. Bonus: 
Clean-up materials are provided gratis. 

I masturbated in the ladies’ room once, 
after hours at work. That was fun. 

I’ve dripped my cum across Dan 
Rather’s face while watching the Evening 
News. I’ve splashed Julia Child, Roseanne, 
Batman’s butler, Velma on Scooby-Doo, 
Worf on Star Trek, and, of course, William 
F. Buckley on PBS. 


MEMOIRS 


l've masturbated in flight, at sea, in 
elevators, on the subway, on a Ferris wheel, 
and on the phone with my boss. I’ve mas- 
turbated while cooking dinner. l've mas- 
turbated while driving a two-ton rig down 
the freeway at night. Гуе masturbated in 
my cubicle at work, during business hours. 
Гуе fucked a Big Mac, cantaloupes, knot- 
holes, unwashed socks, empty bottles of 
detergent, buttered English muffins, warm 
mashed potatoes, and a Princess Leia ac- 
tion figure. l've masturbated with spit, 
snow, mucous, mustard, KY jelly, apricot 
jelly, sparkling cider, coffee, tea, tapioca, 
soap, butter, beer, motor oil, ice cream, tar- 
tar sauce, oatmeal, bacon grease, raw steak, 
sour cream, shoe polish, Mountain Dew, 
Alka-Seltzer, the inside ofa roll oftoilet paper 
(cardboard removed), once with Ben-Gay 
(and believe me, once was enough), my own 
urine, and thousands of times with just the 
palm of my hand and five wraparound 
fingers. 

Of course, it goes without say- 
ing that all my times and places, 
wheres, whens, whos, and hows of 
masturbation are utterly average. 
Any man and lots of women willing 
to speak frankly about their habits 
can match or exceed my solo adven- 
tures. It is a pleasant hobby, easily 
affordable, an expertise shared by 
many. 

Screw the dog — a man's best 
friend is his own hand. Your hand 
never gets a headache. Your hand never 
expects a nice dinner. Your hand never 
wants you to make a good impression on 
his friends and family. Your hand never gets 
a bladder infection, never says no, and 
never needs to wear protection. Your hand 
is always really into whatever kink or play 
you're into. Nothing needs to be explained. 
Your hand never wants to talk about your 
relationship. And your hand doesn't mind 
at all if you use your other hand once in a 
while. — Doug Holland 


"Masturbation Memoirs" appeared in is- 
sue #18 of Black Sheets available from 
Black Books, PO Box 31155-H, SF CA 
94131 ($6 for a sample - checks payable 
BLACK BOOKS). 

Website: www.blackbooks.com 
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Human Rights vs. Oil (continued from 
page 19) 


stay and we're not going away. And we are 
the people, we are caribou people, and no- 
body has that right to take that away from 
us. 

Frank Murkowski, the Senator for 
Alaska, came to Arctic Village and said, “1 
see you guys are poor here. I see you guys 
need jobs. If you guys agree to go with oil 
development, we're going to make sure that 
you are the manager of the caribou." At 
that time we let the elders talk, and leaders 
and young people and we fixed some tradi- 
tional food — caribou — but he said he 
didn't have time (to eat) — he was very 
disrespectful of our hospitality. When he 
said that we needed jobs, we said, “We al- 
ready have a job, we have always taken 
care of this part of the world and that's our 
job. We always took care of the caribou 
and in return they took care of us, so we 
are the manager of the caribou already and 
that's not a new responsibility." 

We're not poor, we know where we 
came from and we still have clean water, 
clean air we still live a healthy life and the 
land is still healthy. There's no price for 
what we have. So we're not poor, we're 
richer in our hearts for who we are. That's 
being rich in a different form. 


Do you think you'll be successful in keep- 
ing the oil companies out of the Arctic 
Refuge? 


We've been successful [so far] because of 
people's power. We believe we can win. 
We're not going to compromise because 
this is the right thing to do. We want small- 
scale development for our future genera- 
tions instead of the short term benefits of 
[oil] development. That way everybody 
benefits, not just the oil companies. 


"Human Rights vs. Oil" appeared in 
CorpWatch (www.corpwatch.org). 
CorpWatch aims to counter corporate-led 
globalization through education and activ- 
ism and features investigative reporting, 
analysis and information on human rights, 
labor, environmental justice and global- 
ization. You can join their email list for regu- 
lar updates at their website. 
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How Liberals Denounce Modern Dissi- 
dents (continued from page 23) 


It might be a revelation, given that 
these arguments have never appeared any- 
where in the mainstream press, and are (pre- 
sumably) therefore unknown to the vast 
majority of people. Alas, the same argu- 
ment does not apply when the New States- 
man, and any number of other mainstream 
media entities, serve up agonisingly inter- 
minable coverage of the Monica Lewinsky 
Affair, OJ Simpson-type court cases, 
Cherrie Blair’s bouncing baby, and the saga 
of New Labour’s Millennium Dome. Unless 
dissident views are guaranteed 100% fresh, 


feel; it’s electrifying, uplifting. But I almost 
never experience this in the mainstream. I 
read tedious, grey, empty, superficial mate- 
rial that seems to deliberately obscure its 
meaning to avoid taking a targetable posi- 
tion. I read words written by people from 
the same schools, universities, clubs and 
salary brackets (they all seem to speak the 
same way too), saying what I know power- 
ful interests are happy to hear. How can 
Wilby be unaware of this? Is it possible to 
be that insensitive to the moronic inferno 
that is the modern media output? 


I got a surreal response from the /ndepen- 
dent: 


having never 
been heard even А "Thanks very 
once before, they I know when I am reading much for thinking 


cannot be pub- 
lished — or so we 
are told. 

I replied to 
Wilby, saying 
that I had sent the 
article to 
Chomsky who 
had described it, 
^A very good ar- 
ticle, about a 
topic that strikes 
too close to 
home (hence 
unpublishable).” Come on, I said, isn’t that 
ultimately the point? 


Wilby responded thus: 


"Well, I’d hardly expect Chomsky to be rude 
to you, given what you've written. “Тһеге”5 
nothing wrong with what I’ve written; it’s 
just censorship. If people won’t publish me, 
it proves my point.’ Gosh, I’ve heard all 
that before.” 


Wilby would have a point, except that 
there is always something wrong 
with dissident work, no matter how good it 
is. I know when I am reading truly incisive, 
honest work that dares to challenge the 
comfortable beliefs of society. I can tell 
when writers are putting truth ahead 
of self-interest — it’s something you can 


truly incisive, honest work that 
dares to challenge the com- 
fortable beliefs of society. I 
can tell when writers are put- 
ting truth ahead of self-interest 
— it’s something you can feel; 
it’s electrifying, uplifting. But I 
almost never experience this in 
the mainstream. 


of us, unfortu- 
nately it isn’t 
right for reality.” 
It turns out that 
‘Reality’ is a sec- 
tion of the paper. 
I felt that the 
point hit the 
mark, though. 
My piece really 
isn t right for the 
corporate 
media's version 
of reality. 


In a final act of desperation, I did some- 
thing no self-respecting journalist should 
do: I submitted my article to the right-wing 
Spectator magazine. The editor's response 
finally consigned my article to the media 
grave, there to join the twisting and turn- 
ing Orwell: 


“I thought your piece was very interest- 
ing, but is it not possible that Snow, 
Crawshaw et al are simply right?" — David 
Edwards 


"How Liberals Denounce Modern Dissi- 
dents” appeared іп  Monkeyfist 
(www.monkeyfist.com). David Edwards is 
the author of Burning All Illusions, 
(South End Press, 1996) and he can be 
reached at david@awed.fsnet.co.uk 
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“Тһе increasing reliance of US military forces upon space power combined with the 
explosive proliferation of global space capabilities makes a space vision essential. 
As stewards for military space, we must be prepared to exploit the advantages 
of the space medium. This Vision serves as a bridge in the evolution of 
military space into the 21st century and is the standard by which 
United States Space Command and its Components 
will measure progress into the future." 
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NUKES IN SPACE 


Bush and the New Push for Galactic Warfare 


In "Nukes in 
Space" Karl 
Grossman 
examines 
current U.S. 
plans to 
militarize and 
control space. 
Grossman is 
professor of 
journalism at 
the State 
University of 
New York College at Old Westbury. He is 
the author of The Wrong Stuff: The 
Space Program's Nuclear Threat to 
Our Planet (Monroe, Maine: Common 
Courage Press, 2000), the just-released 
Weapons in Space (New York: Seven 
Stories Press, 2001), and the video 
documentary Star Wars Returns (avail- 
able from EnviroVideo at 1-800-ECO- 
TV46). This essay has been reprinted 
from the Spring 2001 issue of Food & 
Water Journal. Subscriptions are $25 
per year for individuals, $40 for nonprofit 
organizations from PO Box 3000, 
Denville, NJ 07834-9785. 

Website: www.foodandwater.org 

Email: info@foodandwater. org 
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Copyright 2001 by Karl Grossman 


By Karl Grossman 


he United States is seeking to make space a new arena of 

war. U.S. military documents speak of having the United States 

"control space" and from space dominate" Earth below. The 

U.S. military would also like to base weapons in space. Bil- 

lions oftax dollars are being poured annually into U.S. prepa- 
rations for space warfare. 

With the assumption of power by George W. Bush and Richard Cheney, 
an administration intimately linked to corporate and right-wing interests 
committed to expanding space military activities, Star Wars has gotten a 
huge boost. There is only a narrow window to stop the U.S. plans from 
going forward and preventing what inevitably would follow: other nations 
meeting the United States in kind and an arms race and ultimately war in 
space. And there is only a narrow window to strengthen the Outer Space 
Treaty, the landmark 1967 international treaty that sought to exclude war 
from space, that set aside space for "peaceful purposes." 

“If the U.S. is allowed to move the arms race into space, there will be 
no return," said Bruce Gagnon, coordinator of the Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, the Gainesville, Florida-based 
organization that is internationally challenging U.S. preparations to turn space 
into a war zone and striving at the grassroots level to keep space for peace. 
“We have this one chance,” Gagnon emphasized, “this one moment in his- 
tory, to stop the weaponization of space from happening." 

The U.S. space warfare plans are explicitly laid out in several docu- 
ments, including the Vision for 2020 report of the U.S. Space Command. 
The U.S. Space Command “coordinates the use of Army, Naval and Air 
Force Space Forces" and was set up by the Pentagon to “help institution- 
alize the use of space." The multicolored cover of Vision for 2020 depicts 
alaser weapon in space zapping a target below. (You can download this 
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and similar documents from the U.S. Space Command website: 
www.spacecom.af.mil/usspace. The U.S. military is so bullish, so 
brazen about its plans for space war, it displays them on the 
Internet.) | 

Vision for 2020 proclaims in words that slowly unscroll, as in 
the beginning of the Star Wars movies: *U.S. Space Command- 
dominating the space dimension of military operations to protect 
US interests and investment. Integrating Space Forces into 
warfighting capabilities across the full spectrum of conflict." Vi- 
sion for 2020, issued in 1996, compares the U.S. effort to control 
space and Earth below to how centuries ago “nations built navies 
to protect and enhance their commercial interests," how the great 
empires of Europe ruled the waves and thus the world. | 

And Vision for 2020 stresses the global economy. “Тһе glo- 
balization ofthe world economy will also continue, with a widen- 
ing between ‘haves’ and *have-nots,"' states the U.S. Space Com- 
mand. The view is that by controlling space and Earth below, the 
United States will be able to keep those have-nots in line. The U.S. 
Space Command is readying itself to be “the enforcement arm for 
the global economy," said Bill 
Sulzman, director of Citizens for 
Peace in Space, the group challeng- 
ing U.S. space military activities in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, where 
the U.S. Space Command is head- 
quartered. 

The U.S. military not only ac- 
knowledges — it proudly points to 
— U.S. corporate interests being in- 
volved in helping set U.S. space 
military doctrine. President Dwight 
Eisenhower warned in his farewell 
address to the nation in 1959 of the 
"military-industrial complex." That 
linkage is stressed in the U.S. Space 
Command's Long Range Plan. The Long Range Plan, which also 
unscrolls Star Wars style, states: “Тһе Long Range Plan has been 
US Space Command's #1 priority for the past 11 months, investing 
nearly 20 man-years to make it a reality. The development and 
production process, by design, involved hundreds of people in- 


have-nots in line. 


cluding about 75 corporations.” The Long Range Plan subse- | 


quently provides a list — beginning with Aerojet and followed by 
Boeing, Hughes Space, Lockheed Martin, Rand Corp., Raytheon, 
Sparta Corp., TRW, and Vista Technologies. | 

“Now is the time," states the Long Range Plan, issued in 
1998, "to begin developing space capabilities, innovative con- 
cepts of operations for warfighting, and organizations that can 
meet the challenges of the 21st Century. . . . Even as military forces 
have become more downsized in the 1990s, their commitments 
have steadily increased. As military operations become more le- 
thal, space power enables our streamlined forces to minimize the 
loss of blood and national treasure. . . . Space power іп the 21st 
Century looks similar to previous military revolutions, such as 
aircraft-carrier warfare and Blitzkrieg.” 

The time has come to address, among warfighters and na- 
tional policy makers," the Long Range Plan goes оп, “the emer- 
gence of space as a center of gravity for DoD [Department of 
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*'The globalization of the world 
economy will also continue, with a 
widening between ‘haves’ and ‘have- 
nots,"* states the U.S. Space 
Command. The view is that by 
controlling space and Earth below, the 
United States will be able to keep those 


Defense] and the nation. We must commit enough planning and 
resources to protect and enhance our access to, and use of, space. 
Although international treaties and legalities constrain some of 
the LRP 5 [Long Range Plan 5] initiatives and concepts, our abili- 
ties in space will keep evolving as we address these legal, politi- 
cal, and international concerns." Not to worry about international 
law, says the U.S. Space Command. It'll be taken care of. 

The Long Range Plan — with boxed quotes such as General 
Ronald Fogelman, Air Force chief of staff, saying: “I think that 
space, in and of itself, is going to be very quickly recognized as a 
fourth dimension of warfare" — makes a series of declarations: 
“Тһе United States will remain a global power and exert global 


leadership.... It is unlikely that the United States will face a global | 


military peer competitor through 2020... . The United States won't 
always be able to forward base its forces. . . . Widespread com- 
munications will highlight disparities in resources and quality of 
life-contributing to unrest in developing countries. .. . The global 
economy will continue to become more interdependent. Economic 
alliances, as well as the growth and influence of multi-national 
corporations, will blur security 
agreements. . . . Тһе gap between 
‘have’ and ‘have-not’ nations will 
widen-creating regional unrest. . . 
. The United States will remain the 
only nation able to project power 
globally. . . . One of the long ac- 
knowledged and commonly un- 
derstood advantages of space- 
based platforms is no restriction 
or country clearances to overfly a 
nation from space. We expect this 
advantage to endure. . . . Achiev- 
ing space superiority during con- 
flicts will be critical to the US suc- 
cess on the battlefield." 

The Long Range Plan continues on for more than one hun- 
dred pages detailing U.S. plans for “Control of Space,” “Full Spec- 
trum Dominance,” ‘Full Force Integration,’ and “Global Engage- 
ment." 

“Space is the ultimate ‘high ground," says Guardians of the 
High Frontier, a 1997 U.S. Air Force Space Command report. “Mas- 
ter of Space,"a motto of the Air Force Space Command, appears as 
a Space Command uniform patch displayed in Guardians of the 
High Frontier and is emblazoned on the front entrance of a major 
Space Command element, the 50th Space Wing in Colorado. Mas- 
ter of Space — that pretty well sums up the U.S. military attitude 
toward space. | 

“Тһе future of the Air Force is space,” flatly declares A/ma- 
nac 2000, a just-issued Air Force Space Command publication. It 


- states that into the twenty-first century the U.S. Air Force needs 


to be “Globally. dominant — Tomorrow's Air Force will likely domi- 
nate the air and space around the world. . . . Selectively lethal — 
The Air Force may fight intense, decisive wars with great preci- 
sion. . . . The future Air Force will be better able to monitor and 
shape world events." 


U.S. military leaders are blunt in describing U.S. plans for - 


space warfare. In 1996, General Joseph Ashy, then commander-in- 
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chief of the U.S. Space Command, told Aviation Week & Space 
Technology that “It’s politically sensitive, but it's going to hap- 
pen. Some people don't want to hear this, and it sure isn't in 
vogue, but — absolutely — we're going to fight in space. We're 
going to fight from space and we're going to fight into space." 
Ashy spoke of “space control," the U.S. military's term for con- 
trolling space, and “space force application," its definition for 
dominating Earth from space. Said General Ashy: *We'll expand 
into these two missions because they will become increasingly 
important. We will engage terrestrial targets someday — ships, 
airplanes, land targets — from space. We will engage targets in 
space, from space." 

Or as Keith Hall, assistant secretary of the U.S. Air Force for 
Space in the Clinton-Gore administration, told the National Space 
Club in 1997: “With regard to space dominance, we have it, we like 
it, and we're going to keep it.” And that was before George W. 
Bush became president. 

Far more than reports and rhetoric are involved. A multimil- 
lion-dollar project now underway in- 
volves the *Space-Based Laser," 
initially named the “Space-Based 
Laser Readiness Demonstrator." The 
promotional poster for this. laser 
shows it firing in space while a U.S. 
flag somehow manages to wave in 
space above it. Last November, the 
DoD requested public comment on 
an “Environmental Assessment" for 
full development of the Space-Based 
Laser. The development program is 
estimated at $20 to $30 billion, ac- 
cording to the Public Affairs Office 
of the Army's Redstone Arsenal in 
Huntsville, Alabama, headquarters 
of the U.S. Army Aviation and Mis- 
sile Command and among the four finalists for the Space-Based 
Laser test facility. | 

Then there is a second space-based laser already in testing, 
the Alpha high-energy laser. Built by TRW, it conducted its twenty- 
second successful test firing on April 26, 2000. “Іп addition to 
producing about 25 percent more power than previous tests, Al- 
pha generated an output beam that was almost perfectly round 
and more uniform in energy density," proclaimed a happy Dan 
Novoseller, TRW's Alpha Laser Optimization program manager 
after the firing. “Megawatt Laser Test Brings Space Based Lasers 
One Step Closer," exclaimed Space Daily, a space Web site, about 
the test in an article that included a drawing of the Alpha laser 
with the caption: “Turning swords into lasers." 

Some $6 billion a year — plus funds in the “black” or secret — 
have been going into U.S. space military activities. Much is being 
spent on U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense, formerly Reagan's Strate- 
gic Defense Initiative. Missile defense? In the fuller picture, the 
DoD is largely seeking offensive measures. Star Wars proponents 
regard missile defense — and have through the years — as one 
layer of a broad U.S. program for space warfare. This multilayered 
program will include theater defense (weaponry used in or in close 
proximity to an area of conflict), space-based weaponry, and mis- 


sile defense. 

Well aware of the U.S. space warfare plans, other nations of 
the world arranged for a vote in the UN General Assembly in New 
York on November 20, 2000 to reaffirm the Outer Space Treaty and, 
specifically, its provision that space be reserved for peaceful uses. 
Some one hundred sixty-three nations voted for the resolution, 
titled “Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space." It recognized 
“the common interest of all mankind in the exploration and use of 
outer space for peaceful purposes" and reiterated that the use of 
space "shall be for peaceful purposes . . . carried out for the benefit 
and in the interest of all countries." The measure stated that the 
“prevention of an arms race in outer space would avert a grave 
danger for international peace and security." 

Three nations refused to support the resolution: the United 
States, Israel, and Micronesia. They abstained. In 1999, there was 
a similarly lopsided vote on an identical resolution. There has 
been a consistent U.S. pattern in international forums in recent 
times of opposing efforts to keep space for peace as set forth in 
the Outer Space Treaty. 

Ironically, the United States 
was deeply involved in initiating the 
Outer Space Treaty, according to 
Craig Eisendrath, a former U.S. State 
Department officer who helped in 
its creation. Keeping space weap- 
ons-free was the original intent of 
the treaty, said Eisendrath. The So- 
viet Union had launched its Sput- 
nik satellite in 1957, and “we 
sought," he said, ‘to de-weaponize 
space before it got weaponized.” A 
model the State Department used 
for its draft of the Outer Space 
Treaty, said Eisendrath, was the 
Antarctic Treaty, which bars mili- 
tary deployments and provides that “Antarctica shall continue 
forever to be exclusively used for peaceful purposes." The Soviet 
Union and the United Kingdom joined the United States in pre- 
senting the treaty, and it was adopted by the UN General Assem- 
bly in 1966. Initially ratified by ninety-six nations, an additional 
twenty-seven have since signed on. It entered into force in Octo- 
ber 1967. 

The final wording of the treaty provided that “State Parties to 
the Treaty undertake not to place in orbit around Earth any ob- 
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jects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of 


mass destruction, install such weapons on celestial bodies, or 
station such weapons in outer space in any other manner." The 
intent of the Outer Space Treaty was to keep war out of space, said 
Eisendrath, now a senior fellow at the Center for International 
Policy in Washington, D.C., and co-author ofthe forthcoming book, 
The Phantom Defense: America’s Pursuit of the Star Wars Illu- 
sion. Eisendrath views the deployment in space of weapons, such 
as the lasers that the U.S. military has been and is pursuing, as a 
violation of the Outer Space Treaty. 

To clear up any confusion and specifically bar any weapons 
in space, both Canada and China have been highly active at the 
United Nations in seeking to bolster the Outer Space Treaty with 
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an agreement to ban all weapons in space. In a UN presentation in 
1999, Marc Vidricaire, counsellor of the Permanent Mission of 
Canada, noted that “Canada first formally proposed . . . a legally 
binding instrument [for a] ban of the weaponization of space" in 
January 1997 and renewed the proposal in 1999. He cited in his 
speech the U.S. Space Command’s Long Range Plan “including 
its recommendation to ‘shape [the] international community to 
accept space-based weapons."" The Canadian diplomat said: *Our 
objective is to ensure that pursuing the concepts of space control 
and force application are not extended by any state to include 
actual deployment of weapons in outer space." 

On October 19, 2000, Vidricaire was again sounding the alarm 
on behalf of Canada at the United Nations. “Ошет space has not 
yet witnessed the introduction of space-based weapons. This could 
change if the international community does not first prevent this 
destabilizing development through the timely negotiation of mea- 
sures banning the introduction of weapons into outer space," he 
said. 

“It has been suggested that 
our proposal is not relevant be- 
cause the assessment on which 
it rests is either premature or 
alarmist,’ Vidricaire said. “In our 
view, it is neither. One need only 
look at what is happening right 
now to realize that it is not pre- 
mature. ... We have heard often 
before that there is no arms race 
in outer space. 

We agree. We would like to 
keep it that way for the sake of 
our own national security and 
for international peace and se- 
curity as whole. ... There is no 
question that the technology can 
be developed to place weapons 
in outer space. There is also no 
question that no state can expect to maintain a monopoly on such 
knowledge — or such capabilities — for all time. If one state actively 
pursues the weaponization of space, we can be sure others will 
follow.” 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, in his first address last Sep- 
tember to the “Millennium Summit” at the United Nations stated 
that “particularly alarming are the plans for the militarization of the 
outer space” and proposed “under the umbrella of the United 
Nations, an international conference on prevention of the outer 
space militarization.” In Canada last December, Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien and Putin, who was visiting Canada, is- 
sued a joint statement announcing that “Canada and the Russian 
Federation will continue close cooperation in preventing an arms 
race in outer space, including interaction in the preparation and 
holding in Moscow in the spring of 2001 of an international con- 
ference on the non-weaponization of outer space.” 

The DoD, however, sees space as a medium for deploying 
weapons capable of killing with pinpoint accuracy. As New World 
Vistas: Air and Space Power for the 21st Century, a 1996 U.S. Air 
Force Board report, states: 


stability." 


Cheney is a former board member of 
TRW, and his wife, Lynn Cheney, only 
left her long-term board position with 
Lockheed Martin weeks before the new 
administration took office. Both, too, 
have links with right-wing pro-Star Wars 
eroups. Said Gagnon of the Bush-Cheney 
administration: “This so-called election 
is a major victory for those who intend to 
put weapons into space at an enormous 
cost to the U.S. taxpayer and to world 


In the next two decades, new technologies will allow 
the fielding of space-based weapons of devastating ef- 
fectiveness to be used to deliver energy and mass as 
force projection in tactical and strategic conflict. ... These 
advances will enable lasers with reasonable mass and 
cost to effect very many kills. 

This can be done rapidly, continuously, and with 
surgical precision, minimizing exposure of friendly forces. 
The technologies exist or can be developed in this time 
period. 

Force application by kinetic kill weapons will enable 
pinpoint strikes on target anywhere in the world. The 
Equivalent of the Desert Storm strategic air campaign 
against Iraqi infrastructure would be possible to com- 
plete in minutes to hours essentially on immediate no- 
tice. 


But there is a problem: 
space weapons, especially la- 
sers, require large amounts of 
energy and “power limitations 
impose restrictions" thus making 
“space-based weapons rela- 
tively unfeasible” now. U.S. mili- 
tary plans for space will likely 
involve the use of nuclear power 
as an energy source for space- 
based weapons. 

“А natural technology to en- 
able high power is nuclear power 
in space," says New World Vis- 
tas. *Setting the emotional issues 
of nuclear power aside, this tech- 
nology offers a viable alternative 
for large amounts of power in 
space." The fifteen-volume re- 
port was prepared not only by U.S. military officers but also, ac- 
cording to its appendix, high corporate, civilian, and academic 
figures, including, for its Space Technology volume, a Lockheed 
Martin vice president, a manager from NASA's Jet Propulsion Labo- 
ratory, a NASA astronaut (Ronald Sega), and academics from MIT 
and Cornell. 

With the Bush-Cheney takeover, the United States has an 
administration thoroughly gung-ho for Star Wars. Bush has a “gran- 
diose scheme for a real, all-out Star Wars scenario," as Washing- 
ton Post columnist Mary McGrory described it. 

“I wrote the Republican Party's foreign policy platform," Bruce 
Jackson, vice president of corporate strategy and development of 
Lockheed Martin, told me in an interview. Jackson said he was 
selected to be the overall chairman of the Foreign Policy Platform 
Committee" at the Republican National Convention, at which he 
was a delegate. Thus the Bush administration will be using a for- 
eign policy platform admittedly written by a top executive of 
Lockheed Martin, the world's biggest weapons manufacturer and 
one of the four key corporations — TRW, Boeing, and Raytheon 
are the others — involved in U.S. space warfare preparations. 
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Jackson said that during the campaign he did not lead the 
advocacy for “full development of missile defense" because, con- 
sidering Lockheed Martin's heavy involvement, that “would be 
an implicit conflict of interest with my day job." Instead, he said, 
this was done by Stephen J. Hadley. Hadley, an assistant secre- 
tary for defense for international security policy in the administra- 
tion of Bush's father, left his partnership in the Washington law 
firm of Shea & Gardner — which represents Lockheed Martin — to 
become deputy director of the National Security Council under 
George W Bush. "Space is going to be important. It has a great 
future in the military," Hadley, speaking as an advisor to Bush, 
told the Air Force Association in an address at its national con- 
vention last September. He stated that Bush's *concern has been 
that the [Clinton] administration's proposal does not do the job 
right and it doesn't reflect a real commitment to missile defense. . . 
. This is an administration that has 
delayed on that issue and is not ын 
moving as fast as he thinks we 
could." | 

In the Bush choice of Donald 
Rumsfeld as U.S. secretary of de- 
fense, the United States got a man 
whom The Washington Post called 
the "leading proponent not only of 
national missile defenses, but also 
of U.S. efforts to take control of 
outer space." In 1998, a U.S. com- 
mission headed by Rumsfeld — most 
of its members appointed by then 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
Senator Majority Leader Trent Lott, 
both arch-conservatives — reversed 
a 1995 finding by the nation's intelli- 
gence agencies that the country was 
not in imminent danger from ballis- 
tic missiles developed by new pow- 
ers. Rumsfeld has been described by 
the avidly pro-Star Wars right-wing 
Center for Security Policy as a 
trusted advisor and a financial sup- 
porter, and in 1998 the center 
awarded him its Keeper ofthe Flame award. The center's advisory 
board includes such Star Wars promoters as Edward Teller and 
Lockheed Martin executives, including Bruce Jackson. 

Cheney is a former board member of TRW, and his wife, Lynn 
Cheney, only left her long-term board position with Lockheed 
Martin weeks before the new administration took office. Both, too, 
have links with right-wing pro-Star Wars groups. Said Gagnon of 
the Bush-Cheney administration: “This so-called election is a ma- 
jor victory for those who intend to put weapons into space at an 
enormous cost to the U.S. taxpayer and to world stability." He 
noted statements by Bush during the campaign that the United 
States should design and deploy *quantum leap weapons" and 
that Los Alamos and Sandia National Laboratories would play a 
major role in developing weapons that will allow the United States 
"to redefine war on our terms." Both laboratories have been deeply 
involved in space-based laser work. 


A strong stand against missile defense and Star Wars was 
taken in the 2000 election campaign by Green Party candidate Ralph 
Nader and Socialist Party candidate David McReynolds. Demo- 
crat Al Gore maintained that any missile defense system should be 
limited in scope. So-called centrist political elements in the United 
States — including many elected Democrats — have backed a 
program of space warfare. “Тһе Democratic Party has shown over 
and over again that it is in consonance with these plans for space 
warfare and global domination," said Gagnon. “it is not just right- 
wing kooks and the military promoting Star Wars. It's what we can 
call the ‘power structure." 

Military Space Forces: The Next 50 Years, a book commis- 
sioned by the Democratic-controlled U.S. Congress of the mid- 
1980s, is strong evidence of Democratic support for space-based 
weapons. This blueprint for space warfare is as extreme and wild 
as anything out of the U.S. Space 
Command or a right-wing think 
tank, and yet it is endorsed by a 
group composed mainly of Demo- 
cratic congressmen. Facsimile sig- 
natures of Democratic Representa- 
tives Ike Skelton of Missouri and 
John Spratt of South Carolina, both 
of whom support missile defense, 
top the. list of officials signing off 
on the “Congressional Introduc- 
tion.” Then there are the signatures 
of then Senator John Glenn of 
Ohio, the ex-astronaut and a Demo- 
crat (given a NASA space shuttle 
ride in 1999); then Representative 
Bill Nelson, a Florida Democrat (rep- 
resenting Cape Canaveral and the 
rest of the “Space Coast,” who got 
his NASA space shuttle ride in 1986 
and in 2000 was elected a U.S. Sena- 
tor); and Representative Harold 

Volkmer, a Missouri Democrat. The 
two Republicans are Representa- 
tive John Kasich of Ohio and Ben 
Blaz, a nonvoting member of the 
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House from Guam. 

The “Congressional Introduction” says that Congress asked 
John M. Collins, senior specialist in national defense at the Con- 
gressional Research Service of the Library of Congress, “in June 
1987 to prepare ‘a frame of reference that could help Congress 
evaluate future, as well as present, military space policies, pro- 
grams and budgets."" After a foreword by General John L. 
Piotrowski, then commander-in-chief of the U.S. Space Command, 
Military Space Forces opens with a consideration of economic 
and military enterprises оп the moon. “Тһе moon is rich," it says, 
‘in many natural resources. . . . Iron, titanium, aluminum, manga- 
nese, and calcium are abundant. . . . Simple machines could easily 
strip top layers.” Military bases on the moon would not only de- 
fend the mining operations but could take advantage of what Mili- 
tary Space Forces calls the “gravity well” of Earth. 

This is described as a channel in space between the moon 
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and Earth. “Military space forces at the bottom of Earth's so-called 
gravity well are poorly positioned to accomplish offensive/defen- 
sive/deterrent missions, because great energy is needed to over- 
come gravity during launch,” it says, but “forces at the top [on the 
moon]” could act “more rapidly. Put simply, it takes less energy to 
drop objects down a well than to cast them out. Forces at the top 
also enjoy more maneuvering room and greater reaction time." A 
map of the best site on the moon from which the United States 
could take military advantage of this gravity well is provided, and 
the work stresses that U.S. “armed forces might lie in wait at that 
location to hijack rival shipments” of materials mined by other 
nations. The United States, according to this congressionally 
authored plan, would engage in space piracy. 

Combat on the moon is discussed with the observation that 
“Lunar foxholes would provide better cover than terrestrial coun- 
terparts, because the absence of air confines blast effects to much 
. smaller areas." 

The book examines use of 
chemical and biological warfare 
in space and states: “Self-con- 
tained biospheres in space ac- 
cord a superlative environment 
for chemical and biological war- 
fare. . . . Clandestine operatives 
could dispense lethal or incapaci- 
tating CW/BW agents rapidly 
and uniformly through enemy fa- 
cilities.” 

As for the UN Charter, which 
seeks “‘peaceful and friendly in- 
ternational relations"; the Outer 
Space Treaty, which designates 
space as a place where “explora- 
tion and other endeavors ‘shall 
be carried out for the benefit. . . 
of all mankind"; and the Moon 
Agreement of 1979, which says 
“neither the surface nor the sub- 
surface of the moon" or “other 
celestial bodies within the solar system [shall] become the prop- 
erty" of any person or state, Military Space Forces declares: “Тһе 
strength of such convictions will be tested when economic com- 
petition quickens in space." 

A good way to keep other nations from engaging in space 
militarily, it goes on, is to *control attitudes" in other countries. 
“Control over elitist and popular opinion, using inexpensive psy- 
chological operations as a non-lethal weapon system, could con- 
vince rivals that it would be useless to start or continue military 
space programs," it says. “Тһе basic objective would be to de- 
prive opponents of freedom of action, while preserving it for one- 
self. Senior national executives, legislators, members of the mass 
media, and, through them, the body politic, would be typical tar- 
gets." 

Military Space Forces also urges the use of nuclear power in 
space, both plutonium-fueled radioisotope thermoelectric genera- 
tors and nuclear reactors that are “the only known long-lived, 
compact source able to supply military space forces with electric 
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A good way to keep other nations from 
engaging in space militarily, it goes on, is 
to “control attitudes" in other countries. 
“Control over elitist and popular opinion, 
using inexpensive psychological 
operations as a non-lethal weapon 
system, could convince rivals that it 
would be useless to start or continue 
military space programs," it says. “Тһе 
basic objective would be to deprive 
opponents of freedom of action, while 
preserving it for oneself. Senior national 
executives, legislators, members of the 
mass media, and, through them, the body 
politic, would be typical targets." 


power about 10 kilowatts and multimegawatts. . . . Cores no bigger 
than basketballs are able to produce about 100 kw, enough for 
*housekeeping' aboard space stations and at lunar outposts. 
Larger versions could meet multimegawatt needs of space-based 
lasers, neutral particle beams, mass drivers, and railguns." 

Among the endorsements featured on the back cover of Mili- 
tary Space Forces are then Senator Sam Nunn, a Georgia Demo- 
crat and chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, who 
states that “This book will be an indispensable starting point.” 
Representative Les Aspin, a Wisconsin Democrat, later a secre- 
tary defense under Clinton states “No other military space study 
puts all pieces of the puzzle together." General John W. Vessey Jr., 
former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, states Military Space 
Forces “should be useful for decades.” 

There are Democrats, of course, emphatically against the U.S. 
weaponization of space. In the House of Representatives, leading 
opponents of Star Wars include 
Cynthia McKinney of Georgia, 
Lynn Woolsey of California, and 
Dennis Kucinich of Ohio. “Leave 
Star Wars to the movies," de- 
clared McKinney on the House 
floor in April 2000, as the three 
made an effort to stop a missile 
defense bill. She spoke of the 
tens of billions of dollars that 
have been *squandered on Star 
Wars. Now they have changed 
the name to National Missile De- 
fense, but it is the same thing." 
“Тһе U.S. Space Command calls 
for expanded war-fighting capa- 
bilities in outer space. The guid- 
ing words in this country," said 
Kucinich, “ought to be ‘they will 
be done on earth as it is in 
heaven,’ not ‘war be done in 
heaven as it is on Earth.’ Let us 
work for peace on Earth, not war 
in space.” 

Later that week, Kucinich gave the keynote address at the 
2000 meeting of the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear 
Power in Space, which was titled “Star Wars Revisited: An Inter- 
national Conference on Preventing an Arms Race In Space.” 

“We know that moving forward with a national missile de- 
fense system will set the stage for advancement and proliferation 
of nuclear weapons in space,” Kucinich declared. “And we know 
that once we continue down this road, we’re going to be locked 
into funding an industry that makes missiles, and antimissiles, and 
creates policies to promote the use of missiles, and more spending 
on missiles.” 

Kucinich spoke of the opposition of the United States in the 
United Nations to the resolution seeking to prevent an arms race 
in outer space by reaffirming the Outer Space Treaty. “It’s my 
belief that the United States must sign on, and send a message to 
the world that space is for peace, not war. . . . Unfortunately, there 
are policy makers aimed at having the country make a statement 
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totally the opposite.” 

He dismissed the claim by “advocates of the missile [defense] 
system that the system is not Star Wars all over again, it’s ground 
wars. . . . Let's name names. Lockheed Martin. TRW. Boeing. They 
now have a contract to build the space-based laser weapons that 
will be the follow-on technology to ballistic missile defense. This 
weapons system will enable the United States to have offensive 
capability in space, as called for by" — and he held up Vision for 
2020. "It seems that Orwell’s vision of 1984 just follows the curve 
of time, and now it's taken us into 2020 where the vision of the 
United States Space Command is for war in space. Because what 
this states is that the U.S. Space Command intends to control and 
dominate space. Seize the heavens. The high ground." 


Grassroots action to prevent the weapons from becoming а. 


war zone is vital. *Creating a global democratic debate about the 
kind of seed that humankind should carry into space is the ulti- 
mate goal of the Global Network," said Gagnon. “Тһе vision of 
people worldwide gazing at the moon and stars, sharing this tiny 
planet in space and speaking with a collective voice that calls for 
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protecting space from the evils that we have sown on this earth, is 
the true work ofthe Global Network. Members ofthe organization 
do not accept that we must continue to squander hundreds of 
billions of dollars on research and development for space-based 
lasers, antisatellite weapons, and nuclear powered rockets. The 
time has come to say enough is enough!" 

Kofi Annan, in opening the Third United Nations Conference 
on Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space held in Vienna in 
1999 declared: “We must not allow this century, so plagued with 
war and suffering, to pass on its legacy, when the technology at 
our disposal will be even more awesome. We cannot view the 
expanse of space as another battleground for our earthly con- 
flicts.” 

This, however, is not the vision of the “power structure” of 
the United States. There must be strong opposition in the United 
States and international action — and a global agreement banning 
all weapons in space. Said Gagnon: “The people of the U.S., the 
people of the world, must learn what the U.S. is up to-and stop it." 
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Making Space A New 


Battleground 


By Karl Grossman 


he blueprint for the space military program of the 


Bush administration is outlined in the report of 


the Commission to Assess United States National 

Security Space Management and Organization, 

the so-called “Space Commission,” chaired by 
U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 

“In the coming period,” states the report, released in January, 
"the U.S. will conduct operations to, from, in and through space in 
support of its national interests both on the earth and in space.” 

The report urges the U.S. president “have the option to de- 
ploy weapons in space." It stresses the potential “to project power 
through and from space in response to events anywhere in the 
world. Unlike weapons from aircraft, land forces or ships, space 
missions initiated from earth or space 
could be carried out with little transit, 
information or weather delay. Having 
this capability would give the U.S. a 
much stronger deterrent and, in a con- 
flict, an extraordinary military advan- 
tage.” 

The report cites a need for a 
“missile defense,” indeed it warns 
several times of a “Space Pearl Har- 
bor.” But it reflects a far wider space 
military program. 

The commission recommends a 
transition of the U.S. Space Command 
to a “Space Corps." This “Space Corps” would function as a quasi- 
independent military arm like the Marine Corps and then possibly 
become a fully separate “Space Department"—on par with the 
Army, Navy and Air Force. 

The 13-member Rumsfeld “Space Commission” included two 
former commanders in chief of the U.S. Space Command and an ex- 
commander of the Air Force Space Command. 

The legislation that got the “Space Commission” established 
was authored by U.S. Senator Bob Smith New Hampshire who in 
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The legislation that got the “Space 
Commission” established was 
authored by U.S. Senator Bob 
Smith New Hampshire who in the 
just-released TV documentary Star 
Wars Returns applauds the report 
and describes U.S. “space control” 
as the “manifest destiny” of the U.S. 


the just-released TV documentary Star Wars Returns applauds 
the report and describes U.S. “space control” as the “manifest 
destiny" of the U.S. 

Says Senator Smith: “You know we went from the East Coast 
to the West Coast of the United States of America settling the 
continent and they call that manifest destiny and the next conti- 
nent if you will, the next frontier, is space and it goes on forever." 

Rear Admiral Eugene J. Carroll, Jr. (USN, ret.), vice president 
of the Center for Defense Information in Washington, D.C., says 
the Rumsfeld Space Commission report combined with the de- 
fense secretary's public pronouncements and prior U.S. military 
reports show clearly that U.S. is moving towards making space a 
“new battleground.” 

“Missile defense doesn’t make 
any sense and everybody realizes 
that,” says Carroll. “Тһе least likely 
threat we face is some third-rate na- 
tion developing an ICBM and - 
launching it at the United States 
knowing they will get back 50 times 
what they send. There are all kinds 
of ways that are cheaper and more 
reliable—smuggling in a suitcase 
bomb, for example—to inflict harm 
and not be subject to instantaneous 
retaliation.” 

“You look at the Rumsfeld re- 
port and his [Rumsfeld’s] statements and the other [military] re- 
ports and you have to realize that they are thinking in terms of 
militarizing space, of space warfare,” Carroll says. 

And it’s far more than rhetoric, he notes. With the Defense 
Department giving the go-ahead in December for development of 
the Space-Based Laser, a joint project of TRW, Boeing and 
Lockheed Martin—work on which is now going ahead at NASA’s 
Stennis Space Center, one of four finalists to be the test facility for 
the new weapon—and development of the Alpha high-energy 
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laser well under way, unless there is a stop put to it, *We are going 
into space with lasers," warns Admiral Carroll. 

"Space is seen as a new place to wage war," says Carroll. 
" Already, we are underwater, over-water, on-the-land, in-the-air— 
and now we want to go to another dimension: space." 

In separate presentations in May, President George W. Bush 
and Rumsfeld both pressed for expanded U.S. space military ac- 
tivities with Bush, in a speech at the National Defense University, 
suggesting ^we must move beyond the constraints"of the 1972 
Anti-Ballistic Missile treaty with the Soviet Union. Rumsfeld in a 
press conference cited the National Space Policy adopted in 1996 
which, he noted, gave the Defense Department the authority to 
"develop, operate and maintain space control capabilities to en- 
sure freedom of action in space and . . . deny such freedom of 
action to adversaries." 

And at the same time, grassroots opposition to Star Wars 
grew as the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power 
in Space held its annual international meeting, this year in Leeds, 
United Kingdom. 

The three-day event from May 4 to 6 began with a protest at 
the Menwith Hill military facility near Leeds, a key U.S. coordina- 
tion center of space military activities. Helen John, a member ofthe 
Global Network board, was arrested at the action. 

The following day, at the University 
of Leeds, there was a conference packed 
with speakers and workshops. Dave. 
Knight, chair of the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament in the U.K., opened 
the event by noting that “this is a very 
timely conference" as the Bush adminis- 
tration was pushing aggressively ahead 
on its Star Wars program. 

Among the speakers was Jeremy 
Corbyn, a member of the British Parliament, who described the 
U.S. Star Wars program as “complete madness.” Reflecting on the 
gathering, Corbyn declared: “We have a movement here!” 

Bruce Gagnon, coordinator of the Global Network Against 
Weapons and Nuclear Power In Space, declared that the broad 
spread of countries that the more than 200 people in attendance 
came from constituted the “biggest representation" in differing 
nationalities that the Global Network has had at one of its annual 
international conferences since its founding in 1992. 

Having this Global Network gathering in the U.K. was impor- 
tant because the group would “help build a fire under [Prime Min- 
ister] Tony Blair's ass"—to prevent him from supporting the U.S. 
Star Wars program, Gagnon said. 

Later at the conference, Helen John announced that she would 
be challenging Blair for his Parliament seat making Star Wars the 
major issue in the campaign. 

"Star Wars," said Gagnon, “is about corporate power, corpo- 
ration domination" and unless it is stopped it will be “stealing our 
future.” He spoke of how, back in the U.S., some leaders of the 
Democratic Party and “some in the peace movement" are begin- 
ning to describe the Star Wars program as “а lemon that won't 
work." Given “enough money,” parts of the program will work, 
said Gagnon, and the “argument can't be about whether it will 
work or not” but instead should challenge the horrible U.S. scheme 
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“Star Wars,” said Gagnon, “is 
about corporate power, 
corporation domination” and 
unless it is stopped it will be 
“stealing our future.” 


itself of seeking “control” of space and “domination” of Earth 
below. 

Dr. Atsushi Fujioka, director of the Institute for Peace and 
Human Rights Studies in Kyoto, Japan criticized the U.S. Space 
Command motto of “Master of Space” stating that “humankind 
will never be master of space . . . We are all children of Mother 
Earth and Mother Space.” 

Edward Appiah Brafoh of the Green Earth Organization in 
Ghana described the U.S. Star Wars program as “showing nothing 
but greed and selfishness.” He said: “It is peace we want in this 
world, not war. War is expensive. Peace is priceless.” The Star 
Wars program is a “recipe for violence and war,” he said. 

Dr. Philip Webber, chair of the U.K.-based Scientists for Glo- 
bal Responsibility, said that the U.S. Star Wars program “creates a 
grave risk of re-igniting the global nuclear arms race, undermining 
international security and wastes resources which could be used 
to the benefit of the world’s people and the environment.” Dr. 
Webber advised: “Don’t let anybody fool you,” the lasers the U.S. 
seeks to deploy in space “are not defensive.” The U.S. Space 
Command, he said, “makes hawks look like doves” and seek to 
project power from space to exercise “dominion.” He said, “Frankly, 
the biggest rogue state around is America.” 

Dr. Alla A. Yaroshinskaya, former advisor to the president of 
Russia and president of Russia’s Eco- 
logical Fund, said the U.S. “son of Star 
Wars” program could cause a return of 
the Cold War. If the U.S. moves ahead 
with the scheme, Russia as well as China 
will be compelled to counter the U.S. pro- 
gram and there would be a “breakdown” 
in the “whole world order.” 

Dr. Caroline Lucas, a Green Party 
member of the European Parliament from 
the U.K., said that space must be seen as a “wilderness area" to 
which humanity should not “spread war” and leave a “junkyard.” 
She said: “We have a chance to stop something horrific before it 
happens—if we start now . . . We must keep space for peace." 

Alice Slater ofthe Global Resource Action Center for the En- 
vironment said that with the Bush administration, the “U.S. is out 
of the closet" in pushing Star Wars. Star Wars “is about the U.S. 
military first enforcing U.S. corporate domination of the world," 
said the president of the U.S.-based organization. The scheme can 
and must be stopped, she said. “We all have to work together— 
representatives from every continent." ; 

She noted George W. Bush's “announcement this week that 
he is prepared to go full-steam ahead" with the U.S. Star Wars 
program. “Тһе gauntlet has been thrown down to people of good 
will to prevent the heavens from being turned into a new frontier 
of war and to forestall a new nuclear arms race," said Slater. 

The three-day event closed with a morning meeting of the 
Global Network at which the board was enlarged to 14.members to 
provide for representatives from more of the world. Also at the 
meeting, strategy was developed and activities discussed for the 
year ahead. This will include an International Day of Protest to 
Stop the Militarization of Space that the Global Network is orga- 
nizing for October 13, 2001. 
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HARASS 
THE BRASS! 


MUTINY, FRAGGING AND 
DESERTIONS IN THE U.S. MILITARY 


By Kevin Keating 


In “Harass the Brass!”  : Is it “Fleet Week” in San Francisco 
Kevin Keating examines : 9 E ( , 
МЕРТ оте а again? Let's rename Fleet Week 
resistance and rebellion in . Mutiny Week! 
the ranks of the U.S. . 
military. This essayhas · i 

Introduction: 


been reprinted from The - 
Bad Days Will End, a : 
quarterly bulletin advocat- - *Fleet Week! is an annual event in San Francisco, 
Ing pe eri d MORS A - held over a four or five day period every Septem- 
overtnrow of capitalism by : e ege 

the агане working ber. Ships of the US Navy = into port, and a team 
class and the creation of * of the Navy’s ‘Blue Angels’ stunt fighter aircraft 
a stateless and truly egalitarian society from below. > pretends to strafe the city. No wonder they call San 
Subscriptions to The Bad Days Will End are $8/year : Francisco ‘Baghdad-by-the-Bay!’ Thousands of 


(4 issues), $12 overseas from: Merrymount Publica- iu RED j 
tions, PO. Box 441597, Somerville, MA 02144. emai: : 70И! enlisted people from the visiting ships flood 


bronterre@earthlink.net. Additional writings from Kevin: SF’s tourist traps in North Beach and 


Keating can be found at: .  Fisherman’s Wharf. What follows is the latest and 
апталар .crp/myendtove Tigex- han : longest version of a leaflet distributed to them on 
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friend who was in the US military during 
the Persian Gulf War told me that when 
George Bush visited the troops in Saudi 
Arabia before the war, many enlisted men 
d women in Bush's immediate vicinity had 
their rifle and pistol ammunition taken away. The bolts were 
also removed from their rifles. If this was so, it makes it 
clear that Bush and his corporate handlers may have been 
afraid of the US enlisted people who Bush would soon be 
killing in his unsuccessful re-election campaign. 

The suppressed history of the Vietnam war shows that the 


Commander-in-Chief had good reason to fear and distrust the | 


troops. Our rulers want us to forget what happened during the 
Vietnam war, and they want us to forget what defeated their war 
effort — and the importance of the resistance to the war by en- 
listed men and women. 

Until 1968 the desertion rate for US troops in Vietnam was 
lower than in previous wars. But by 1969 the desertion rate had 
increased fourfold. This wasn't limited to Southeast Asia; deser- 


proaching collapse, with individual units avoiding or having re- 
fused combat, murdering their officers and noncommissioned of- 
ficers...” 

Heinl cited a New York Times article which quoted an enlisted 
man saying, “The American garrisons on the larger bases are vir- 
tually disarmed. The lifers have taken our weapons away...there 
have also been quite a few frag incidents in the battalion.” 

“Frag incidents" or *fragging" was soldier slang in Vietnam 
for the killing of strict, unpopular and aggressive officers and 
NCO’s. The word apparently originated from enlisted men using 
fragmentation grenades to off commanders. 

Heinl wrote, “Bounties, raised by common subscription in 
amounts running anywhere from $50 to $1,000, have been widely 
reported put on the heads of leaders who the privates and SP4s 
want to rub out." . 

Shortly after the costly assault on Hamburger Hill in mid- 
1969, the GI underground newspaper in Vietnam, G7 Says, publicly 
offered a $10,000 bounty on Lieutenant Colonel Weldon Hunnicutt, 
the officer who ordered and led the attack. 

“Тһе Pentagon has now disclosed that fraggings in 1970 (209 
killings) have more than doubled those of the previous year (96 


From mild forms of political protest and disobedience of war or- 
ders, the resistance among the ground troops grew into a massive 
and widespread “quasi-mutiny” by 1970 and 1971. Soldiers went 
on *search and avoid" missions, intentionally skirting clashes 
with the Vietnamese and often holding three-day-long pot parties 


instead of fighting. 


tion rates among GlIs were on the increase world-wide. For soldiers 
in the combat zone, refusing to obey orders became an important 
part of avoiding horrible injury or death. As early as mid-1969, an 
entire company of the 196th Light Infantry Brigade sat down on 
the battlefield. Later that year, a rifle company from the famed 1st 
Air Cavalry Division flatly refused — on CBS TV — to advance 
down a dangerous trail. In the following 12 months the 1st Air Cav 
notched up 35 combat refusals. 

From mild forms of political protest and disobedience of war 
orders, the resistance among the ground troops grew into a mas- 
sive and widespread “quasi-mutiny” by 1970 and 1971. Soldiers 
went on *search and avoid" missions, intentionally skirting clashes 
with the Vietnamese and often holding three-day-long pot parties 
instead of fighting. 

By 1970, the Army had 65,643 deserters, roughly the equiva- 
lent of four infantry divisions. 

In an article published in the Armed Forces Journal (June 7, 
1971), Marine Colonel Robert D. Heinl Jr., a veteran combat com- 
mander with over 27 years experience in the Marines and author of 
Soldiers Of The Sea, a definitive history of the Marine Corps, 
wrote: *Our army that now remains in Vietnam is in a state ap- 


killings). Word of the deaths of officers will bring cheers at troop 
movies or in bivouacs of certain units." 

Congressional hearings on fraggings held in 1973 estimated 
that roughly 396 of officer and non-com deaths in Vietnam be- 
tween 1961 and 1972 were a result of fraggings. But these figures 
were only for killings committed with grenades, and didn't include 
officer deaths from automatic weapons fire, handguns and 
knifings(!). The Army's Judge Advocate General's Corps estimated 
that only 1096 of fragging attempts resulted in anyone going to 
trial. í 
In the Americal Division, plagued by poor morale, fraggings 
during 1971 were estimated to be running around one a week. War 
equipment was sabotaged and destroyed. By 1972 roughly 300 
anti-war and anti-military newspapers, with names like Harass the 
Brass, All Hands Abandon Ship and Star Spangled Bummer had 
been put out by enlisted people. 

“In Vietnam,” wrote the Ft. Lewis-McCord Free Press, “Тһе 
Lifers, the Brass, аге the true enemy....” 

Riots and anti-war demonstrations took place on bases in 
Asia, Europe and in the United States. By the early 1970s the 
government had to begin pulling out ofthe ground war and switch- 
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ing to an “air war" in part because many ofthe ground troops who 
were supposed to do the fighting were hamstringing the world's 
mightiest military force by their sabotage and resistance. 

With the shifting over to an “air war" strategy, the Navy be- 
came an important source of resistance to the war. In response to 
the racism that prevailed inside the Navy, black and white sailors 
occasionally rebelled together. The most significant of these re- 
bellions took place on board the USS Constellation off Southern 
California in November 1972. In response to a threat of less-than- 
honorable discharges against several black sailors, a group of 
over 100 black and white sailors staged a day-and-a-half long sit- 
in. Fearful of losing control of his ship at sea to full-scale mutiny, 
the ship's commander brought the Constellation back to San Di- 
ego. 

One hundred thirty-two sailors were allowed to go ashore. 
They refused orders to reboard the ship several days later, staging 
a defiant dockside strike on the morning of November 9. In spite of 
the seriousness of the rebellion, not one of the sailors involved 
was arrested. 

Sabotage was an extremely useful tactic. On May 26, 1970, the 
USS Anderson was preparing to steam from San Diego to Vietnam. 


of rebellion in the Navy: 

“Тһе US Navy is now confronted with pressures...which, if 
not controlled, will surely destroy its enviable tradition of disci- 
pline. Recent instances of sabotage, riot, willful disobedience of 
orders, and contempt for authority...are clear-cut symptoms of a 
dangerous deterioration of discipline." 

Resistance to the war effort by men in uniform was a product 
of circumstances favorable to revolt. A civilian anti-war move- 
ment in the US had emerged on the coat-tails of the civil rights 
movement, at a time when the pacifism-at-any-price tactics of civil 
rights leaders had reached their effective limit, and were being 
questioned by a younger generation of activists. Working class 
blacks and Latinos served in combat units out of all proportion to 
their numbers in American society, and major urban riots in Watts, 
Detroit and Newark had an explosive effect on the consciousness 
of many of these men. After the assassination of Martin Luther 
King major riots erupted in 181 US cities; the rulers of the United 
States were facing the gravest national crisis since the Civil War. 
And the radical movement of the late 1960's was an international 
phenomenon not limited to the US. There was revolt everywhere, 
even against the Maoists in China; its high point was the wildcat 


Riots and anti-war demonstrations took place on bases in Asia, 
Europe and in the United States. By the early 1970s the govern- 
ment had to begin pulling out of the ground war and switching to 
an *air war" in part because many of the ground troops who 
were supposed to do the fighting were hamstringing the world's 
mightiest military force by their sabotage and resistance. 


But someone had dropped nuts, bolts and chains down the main 
gear shaft. A major breakdown occurred, resulting in thousands 
of dollars worth of damage and a delay of several weeks. Several 


sailors were charged, but because of a lack of evidence the case . 


was dismissed. 

With the escalation of naval involvement in the war the level 
of sabotage grew. In July of 1972, within the space of three weeks, 
two of the Navy's aircraft carriers were put out of commission by 
sabotage. On July 10, a massive fire swept through the admiral's 
quarters and radar center of the USS Forestall, causing over $7 
million in damage. This delayed the ship's deployment for over 
two months. 

In late July, the USS Ranger was docked at Alameda, Califor- 
nia. Just days before the ship's scheduled departure for Vietnam, a 
paint-scraper and two 12-inch bolts were inserted into the num- 
ber-four-engine reduction gears causing nearly $1 million in dam- 
age and forcing a three-and-a-half month delay in operations for 
extensive repairs. The sailor charged in the case was acquitted. In 
other cases, sailors tossed equipment over the sides of ships while 
at sea. 

The House Armed Services Committee summed up the crisis 


general strike that shut down France in May, 1968, the last time a 
major industrialized democracy came close to revolution. 

The relationship between officers and enlisted people mirrors 
the relationship between bosses and employees, and similar dy- 
namics of class conflict emerge in the military and civilian versions 
ofthe workplace. The military is never a hermetically sealed orga- 
nization. The armed forces are vulnerable to social forces at work 
in the larger society that spawns them. Revolt in civilian society 
bleeds through the fabric of the military into the ranks of enlisted 
people. | 

Ten years ago, in an article in Mother Jones magazine, corpo- 
rate liberal historian and New Leftover Todd Gitlin claimed that the 
US anti-war movement of the Vietnam period was the most suc- 
cessful opposition to a war in history. Gitlin was dead wrong; as a 
bourgeois historian Gitlin is paid to get it wrong. The most effec- 
tive “anti-war” movement in history occurred at the end of World 
War One, when proletarian revolutions broke out in Russia, 
Germany and throughout Central Europe in 1917 and 1918, anda 
crucial factor in the revolutionary movement of that time was the 
collapse of the armies and navies of Russia and Germany in full- 
scale armed mutiny. After several years of war and millions of 
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casualties the soldiers and sailors of opposing nations began to 
fraternize with each other, turned their guns against their officers 


and went home to fight against the ruling classes that had sent 


them into the war. The war ended with a global cycle of mutinies 
mirroring the social unrest spreading across the capitalist world. 
The naval bases Kronstadt in Russia and Kiel and Wilhelmshaven 
in Germany became important centers of revolutionary self-orga- 
nization and action, and the passing of vast numbers of armed 
soldiers and sailors to the side ofthe Soviets allowed the working 
class to briefly take power in Russia. The French invasion of Revo- 
lutionary Russia in 1919 and 1920 was crippled by the mutiny of 
the French fleet in the Black Sea, centered around the battleships 
France and the Jean Bart. Mutinies broke out among sailors in the 
. British Navy and іп the armies of the British empire in Asia, and 
even among American troops sent to aid the counter-revolution- 
ary White Army in the 

Russian Civil War. 

Organized revolution- 
ary mutiny doesn't happen 
in every war, but it occurs 
more frequently than mili- 
tary historians generally 
acknowledge. One of the 
most significant naval mu- 
tinies in history occurred 
in the Spanish Navy in July 
1936, at the beginning of 
the Spanish Civil War. In 
response to massive work- 
ing class unrest, the Span- 
ish military launched a 
coup d'etat led by Fran- 
cisco Franco. Franco's. 
army was to invade Spain 
from North Africa with the 
aid of ships of the Spanish 
Navy. But a majority of 
Spanish sailors were class-conscious socialists and anarchists, 
and these men planned a coordinated revolt in response. After 
several days of ship-board combat the sailors won. This almost 
broke the back of Franco's coup attempt. A later study by the 
Spanish Republican government estimated that 70% of the Naval 
officer corps was killed in the mutiny. 

The crisis that racked American society during the Vietnam 
war was a grave crisis for what has been a historically very stable 
society, but it wasn’t profound enough to create an irreparable 
rupture between the rulers and the ruled, or give rise to a full- 
fledged revolutionary crisis. The US was still coasting on the rela- 
tive prosperity of the post-World War Two economic boom. Life 
wasn’t as bad for as many people as it is now, and that’s why US 
involvement in a similar protracted ground war, in Colombia or 
Mexico for example, could have a much more explosive impact on 
American society in the near future. History shows that a con- 
script or draftee army is more prey to sedition than an all-volunteer 
force. This might be one reason that all-volunteer armed forces are 
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INTERNATIONALISM IN PRACTICE 


An American soldier in a hospital explained how 
he was wounded: He said, “I was told that the 
way to tell a hostile Vietnamese from a friendly 
Vietnamese was to shout ‘To hell with Ho Chi 
Minh! If he shoots, he’s unfriendly. So I saw this 
dude and yelled “То hell with Ho Chi Minh" and 
he yelled back, ‘To hell with President Johnson!’ 
We were shaking hands when a truck hit us.” 


(from 1,001 Ways to Beat the Draft, by Tuli 


becoming the norm for the world’s major industrialized democra- 
cies. 

It’s an ugly fact that war and revolution were intimately linked 
in the most far-going social movements of the 20th century. With 
the US governments’ self-appointed role as the global policeman 
for capitalist law and order, it ’s likely that the crisis that will be 
necessary to cause an irreparable break between the rulers and the 
ruled in the United States will come from a war. It will be a war the 
US can’t quickly win or walk away from, a war they can’t fight with 
a proxy army like the Nicaraguan Contras, a war with a devastating 
impact on the civilian populace of the US: a minimum of 5,000 
Americans coming home in plastic bags. Protracted civil unrest or 
full-scale revolution in Mexico is one situation that could give rise 
to this. At that point widespread fraternization between anti-capi- 
talist radicals and enlisted people will be crucial in bringing an end 
. to this nightmarish social 

order. ' 

An examination of 
what happened to the US 
military during the Vietnam 
War can help us under- 
stand the central role the 
"the military question" will 
play in a future revolution- 
ary struggle. It isn't a ques- 
tion of how a chaotic and 
rebellious civilian populace 
can out-gun the well-orga- 
nized, disciplined armies of 
the capitalist state in 
pitched battle, but of how 
this mass movement can 
cripple the effective fight- 
ing capacity ofthe military, 
and bring about the col- 
lapse and dispersal of the 
state's armed forces. What 

set of circumstances can compel the inchoate discontentment en- 
demic in any wartime army or navy to advance to the level of 
conscious organized resistance? How fast and how deeply can a 
subversive consciousness spread among enlisted people? How 
can rebels in uniform take effective, large-scale action against the 
military machine? This will involve the sabotage and destruction 
of sophisticated military technologies, an irreversible breakdown 
in the chain-of-command, and a terminal demoralization of the of- 
ficer corps. Circumstances must make it clear to officers that they 
are fighting a losing war, and that their physical safety can best be 
guaranteed if they give up, surrender their weapons and run away. 
The *quasi-mutiny" that helped defeat the US in Vietnam offers a 
significant precedent for the kind of subversive action revolution- 
aries will have to help foment in the fight against 21st century 
capitalism. 

As Capital's global dictatorship causes living conditions to 
deteriorate for the majority of humanity, working class troops will 
be given an expanding role in suppressing the rebellions of other 
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working class people. The use of US armed forces during the Los 
Angeles riots in the spring of 1992 was a taste of the military's 
likely future domestic role in maintaining this exploitative social 
order. But the forces that lead to mass rebellion in one area of the 
globe will also give rise to rebellions in other parts of the globe; 
our rulers' power and their economy can be collapsed from within 
by the working class women and men whom they depend on. 
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Information for this article has been taken from the book Soldiers 
in Revolt, by David Cortright, published by the Institute for Policy 
Studies, the pamphlet Mutinies by David Lamb, which may be 
available from AK Press Distribution in San Francisco, and vari- 
ous issues ofthe Detroit, Michigan anarchist newspaper The Fifih 
Estate. Information on the Spanish Civil War is taken from The 
Spanish Revolution: The left and the struggle for power, by 
Burnett Bolletin. 

And the US Army's Psychological Operations manual is quite 
useful — find copies of this last one if you can! 
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Readers should please send copies of this article to any en- 
listed people they know. 


Notes 


1 A few far-sighted individuals among the U.S. political class 
understand the irreversible impact a ground war could have on 
the survival of U.S. society. This understanding may be more 
radical than that of most supposed radicals! At one meeting, 
Madeleine Albright, then ambassador to the United Nations, fa- 
mously confronted Powell. "What's the point of having this su- 
perb military that you're always talking about if we can't use it?" 
she demanded. In his memoirs, Powell recalled that he told 
Albright that Gl's were "not toy soldiers to be moved around on 
some sort of global game board." An official who witnessed the 
exchange told NEWSWEEK that Powell also said something quite 
revealing that has not been reported. "You would see this won- 
derful society destroyed," the general angrily told Albright. -- Colin 
Powell: Behind the Myth, by Evan Thomas and John Berry. 
Newsweek, March 5th, 2001 
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Attack of the 


Killer Potatoes 


By John Stauber and Sheldon Rampton 


In "Attack of the Killer Potatoes" John Stauber 
and Sheldon Rampton investigate the extensive 
efforts made to discredit, dismiss and 
marginalize Dr. Arpad Pusztai and his studies 
that raised troubling questions about geneti- 
cally modified foods. This article has been 
reprinted from the book Trust Us, We're 
Experts — How Industry Manipulates Sci- 
ence and Gambles With Your Future. To 
order the book by mail send $27.95 (includes 
postage and handling) to: Center for Media & 
Democracy, 520 University Avenue, Suite 310, 
. Madison, WI 53703 

Web: www.prwatch.org 

E-mail: editor@prwatch.org 
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My guess is that for most people who have concerns about this, 
their concerns are based on the question of whether we are 
going to use these technologies wisely, whether we have the 
wisdom to keep up with our scientific capabilities. And there 
have been enough precedents when humanity has at best 
muddled through the application of new technology in ways 
that are sometimes frightening, nuclear technology being the 
most obvious example. — Robert Shapiro, former CEO of 
Monsanto! 


or Dr. Arpad Pusztai, two and a half minutes was all 
it took to end a 36-year career. “It was timed. It was 
150 seconds," Pusztai says of his August 1998 ap- 
pearance on the British television program World in 
Action. “All I said was that we had come across a 
bizarre surprise finding when we ran experiments to test what 
happened to animals who ate genetically modified potatoes. Then 
the whole world caved in around me.” 

- Pusztai, a mild-mannered research biologist, is the son ofa 
highly decorated Hungarian war hero who led the resistance against 
Nazi occupation during World War II. “They put a high price on 
his head, but that didn't stop him from doing what he knew was 
right," Pusztai recalls. His father was equally outspoken against 
the communist regime that took power at war's end, and when 
the Soviet army invaded Hungary in 1956 to crush a citizen upris- 
ing, young Arpad fled the country. By then he had already estab- 
lished a name for himself as a scientist, and after several months 


of living in Austrian refugee camps, he accepted a scholarship 
from the Ford Foundation that enabled him to live and study where 
he wanted. He selected England, he recalls now with some irony, 
because he believed it was a tolerant country. 

After completing his doctorate in London's Lister Institute of 
Preventative Medicine, Pusztai was recruited to work at the pres- 
tigious Rowett Research Institute in Aberdeen, Scotland, where 
he published more than 270 scientific papers and became known 
as the world's leading expert on lectins, a class of carbohydrate- 
binding proteins. Lectins are present in most plants, especially 
cereals, potatoes, and beans. Some lectins are toxic, but others are 
safe for humans and other mammals. During the late 1980s, Pusztai 
spent six years studying a particular type of lectin taken from 
snowdrop bulbs. The “snowdrop lectin,” also known as GNA, 
killed insect pests but proved safe even when fed to test animals 
in high concentrations. Pusztai's research therefore attracted in- 
tense interest as a possible safe way to develop genetically modi- 
fied food crops that would resist insects but remain safe for hu- 
man consumption. Pusztai's ability to attract research funding was 
considered so valuable that he was asked to 
stay on at Rowett after retirement age. In 
1995, his expertise helped the Rowett Insti- 
tute beat out 27 contenders to win a govern- 
ment contract to “identify genes . .. which 
will be suitable for transfer into plants to 
enhance their resistance towards insect and 
nematode pests, but will have minimum im- 
pact on non-target, beneficial organisms, the 
environment, livestock fed on these plants, 
and which will present no health risks for 
humans." 

"When we started the project in 1995, 
we ran a search for biological testing papers 
on genetically modified foods," Pusztai re- 
calls. “Тһеге were none, so we did more 
searches from time to time." In 1996 he fi- 
nally found a study published in the Journal 
of Nutrition. It was written by B. C. Hammond, 
a scientist with Monsanto, the company that leads the drive to 
develop genetically’ modified foods. After feeding Monsanto’s 
genetically modified “Roundup Ready” soybeans to rats, catfish, 
chickens, and cows, Hammond concluded that the modified soya 
had the same nutritional value as conventional soybeans.’ Meth- 
odologically, however, Pusztai thought Hammond’s paper was 
weak. “The main problem is they were using mature animals which 
are not forming body tissues and organs,” he said. “Adults only 
need a small amount of protein because their bodies are in equilib- 
rium, in homeostasis. But a young growing animal needs a great 
deal more protein because it’s laying down muscle and tissues 
and forming its organs. Moreover, there was only a small propor- 
tion of raw genetically-modified soya in their diet—about seven 
percent. It was obvious that the study had been designed to avoid 
finding any problems. Everybody in our consortium knew this. 1 
thought that GNA—the snowdrop lectin—should be much better. 
If we could show that the snowdrop lectin was safe in genetically- 
modified potatoes, we would be real heroes.” 


Dr. Arpad Pusztai 


At the time Pusztai’s own feeding experiments began, he con- 
sidered himself a “very enthusiastic supporter” of gene technol- 
ogy. He fully expected to issue a clean bill of health to the geneti- 
cally modified potatoes that he was testing. The longer the experi- 
ments continued, however, the more concerns arose. 

Pusztai’s experiments involved feeding potatoes to four dif- 
ferent groups of rats. A control group was fed on regular, unmodi- 
fied potatoes. Two other groups were fed on different strains of 
potatoes that had each been genetically engineered to produce 
the snowdrop lectin. The fourth group was fed potatoes that had 
not been genetically modified, but which had been spiked with the 
snowdrop lectin through conventional, non-genetic means. As 
expected, the rats that ate unmodified potatoes did well, as did the 
rats in the fourth group that ate lectin-spiked potatoes. 

To Pusztai’s surprise, however, the rats fed on genetically 
modified potatoes showed a variety of unexpected and troubling 
changes in the size and weight of their body organs, including ` 
smaller livers, hearts, and brains. Pusztai's research team also found 
evidence of weakened immune systems. *Feeding transgenic po- 

tatoes to rats induced major and in most in- 
stances highly significant changes in the 
weights of some or most of their vital or- 
gans," he concluded. “Particularly worrying 
was the partial liver atrophy . . . Immune or- 
gans, such as the spleen and thymus were 
also frequently affected."^ 
“I was totally taken aback; no doubt 
about it," Pusztai recalled. *I was absolutely 
confident that I would not find anything, but 
the longer I spent on the experiment the more 
uneasy I became. I believe in the technol- 
ogy. But it is too new for us to be absolutely 
sure that what we are doing is right.” 
Unmodified potatoes were harmless by 
themselves. The snowdrop lectin was also 
harmless by itself, or when added directly to 
potatoes. In fact, Pusztai's previous research 
had shown that rats suffered no harmful ef- 
fects even when fed 1,000 times the amount of snowdrop lectin 
that appeared in his genetically modified potatoes. It appeared, 
therefore, that something about the genetic engineering process 
had produced the unexpected result. It was a troubling observa- 
tion that raised more questions than it answered, and Pusztai felt 
that more research was needed. As his concerns emerged, how- 
ever, questions began to be raised about Pusztai's research meth- 
odology. А government immunologist was brought in to inspect 
his work. She found no flaws, but his requests for further govern- 
ment funding were turned down. 

Initially, the Rowett Research Institute agreed with Pusztai 
that something should be done to drum up funding so that further 
research could be conducted into the safety of genetically modi- 
fied (GM) foods. In June 1998, with the Rowett's approval, Pusztai 
agreed to the TV interview with World in Action. “My appearance 
was to highlight the need for a case-by-case program of biological 
testing of all GM foodstuffs," he said. The interview was recorded 
seven weeks prior to broadcast, with the Institute's public rela- 
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tions officer present as an observer. “If the Rowett had any qualms 
about the content of the TV program, they had seven weeks to 
stop it," Pusztai said. “I kept to our agreement and only talked 
about the necessity of biological testing of GM foodstuffs before 
they were accepted into the human food chain. No experimental 
details or even the identity of the gene used were mentioned by 
me in the program. It was thought at the time, and the Rowett 
agreed with me, that our short- and long-term nutritional and im- 
munological work with our two distinct lines of GM potatoes could 
have been a good starting point for a biological testing program. 
In the TV program I said that GM science might bring benefits, but 
only if we got it right and made sure that the GM foodstuffs were 
safe by testing them thoroughly and handling everything trans- 
parently." 

The interviewer posed a couple of difficult questions. Did Dr. 
Pusztai feel concerned about the lack of safety testing of GM 
foods? “I could answer but two things: either yes or no," Pusztai 
said. “Тат afraid I have never 
learned to lie, so I said yes." 
Would he personally eat his 
own genetically modified po- 
tatoes? Pusztai answered in 
the negative, noting that it is 
"very, very unfair to use our 
fellow citizens as guinea 
pigs." | 

In the weeks immediately 
following the taping and 
even up until the time of the 
broadcast, the Rowett Re- 
search Institute seemed 
happy with the publicity. Its 
director, Professor Philip 
James, even called Pusztai's 
wife after the broadcast to 
express his congratulations 
on how well he had handled 
the interview. Then sud- 
denly, two days after the 
broadcast, everything 
changed. Pusztai knew he was in trouble when he was called into 
the director's office. Professor James was sitting stern-faced, 
flanked by Rowett's personnel manager and an attorney. He handed 
Pusztai a news release, which stated that he had bean suspended 
from work “and he will now retire from the Institute." 

“I was suspended for 12 days and then returned to the Rowett 
to finish off the rest of my year's contract,” Pusztai said. “When I 
got to my laboratory I found the computers sealed, the desks 
locked and all my papers taken away. Worse, no one was speaking 
to me. And my former colleagues acted as though I didn't exist. 
When I went into the coffee room they would turn their backs on 
me." 

"Suspended," in other words, was a not-so-polite euphemism 
for being fired. And it wasn't just Pusztai who was getting the 
sack. His experiments were abruptly terminated, his data confis- 
cated. His potatoes were seized, his 18-member scientific team was 
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The interviewer posed a couple of 

difficult questions. Did Dr. Pusztai feel 
concerned about the lack of safety testing 
of GM foods? *I could answer but two 
things: either yes or no," Pusztai said. “1 
am afraid I have never learned to lie, so I 
said yes." Would he personally eat his own 
genetically modified potatoes? Pusztai 
answered in the negative, noting that it is 


“very, very unfair to use our fellow citi- 


disbanded, and his research designed to shed light on the safety 
of genetically modified foods was stopped in its tracks. 


Соп А 


А persistent error appeared in early news stories about 
Pusztai's research. In story after story, journalists claimed that 
Pusztai's genetically modified potatoes contained a lectin called 
Concanavalin A — Con A for short. Derived from the South Ameri- 
can jackbean, Con A is completely different from the snowdrop 
lectin and is known to harm the immune systems of mammals. If he 
had used Con A, damage to the immune system would not be 
surprising, but that's not what he used. 

“I am not sure how the Con A story came about, but I can 
assure you it did not originate with me," Pusztai says. “І have 
been doing experiments with lectins, including Con A, in a gut 
context for 25 years. I more or less created this field of study, and 
I do not take very kindly to 
the idea that I did not know 
whether I talked about Con 
А or GNA. I must say I was 
very surprised when the few 
reporters I spoke to ques- 
tioned me about our Con A 
studies."* 

One ofthe first mentions 
of the Con A lectin seems to 
have come from Dan Verakis, 
a spokesman for Monsanto. 
On the morning of August 10, 
just prior to the broadcast of 
the World in Action inter- 
view, Pusztai did a separate 
live interview in which Verakis 
also participated. “I was sur- 
prised when I heard him say 
that we should not have used 
the gene of the toxic protein 
from the South American 
jackbean," Pusztai recalls. 

Later that morning, he returned to the Rowett Research Insti- 
tute. “Ву that time all the phones were ringing, and secretaries 
were logging phone calls," he says. “І was tired and therefore 
Professor James kindly suggested that I was not to give more 
interviews." Although Pusztai did not realize it at the time, his 
interview on the morning of August 10 would be the last time he 
was allowed to speak publicly for six months. 

Over the course of the next two days, the Rowett Institute's 
correspondence with journalists came from Professor James him- 
self or from other staff members who inexplicably repeated the 
Con A confusion. A news release issued by the institute on Au- 
gust 10 stated that Pusztai’s experiments used “the potent insecti- 
cidal lectin Concanavalin A." This official line became the basis 
for news stories titled “Scientist’s Potato Alert Was False, Labora- 
tory Admits,” and “Doctor’s Monster Mistake.” The Times of Lon- 
don described the situation as follows: 
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The data to which Dr. Pusztai had referred, first in an 
interview with World in Action and then with the 7imes 
and other media, did not involve genetically modified 
potatoes. Rather, it involved feeding trials in which a pro- 
tein from the jack bean, a lectin, was added to a potato- 
based feed. Since this lectin is known to harm the im- 
mune system, the damage was not surprising. 

The institute does intend to carry out feeding trials 
with a potato modified by inserting the gene for this lec- 
tin, called Con А, but has yet to start. It said it “regrets 
the release of misleading information about issues of such 
importance to the public and the scientific community." 
Professor Philip James, the director, had suspended Dr. 
Pusztai from all responsibility for the studies, and put Dr. 
Andrew Chesson, head of research, in charge. 

Dr. Colin Merritt of Monsanto, the leading company 
involved in gene-modified crops, said: “It seems the re- 
searcher leading this programme was out of the country 
.. . Meanwhile, Dr. 
Pusztai had gone to 
the media. Basically 
he has picked up non- 
genetically modified 
potato data, in which 
the naturally occur- 
ring poison Con A has 
been added, and read 
that as the effect of 
transgenic modified 
potatoes. It is an aw- 
ful mistake and these 
revelations are abso- 
lute dynamite.'? 


The only problem 
with this explanation is 
that every important fact in it was false. Pusztai's experiments had 
used genetically modified potatoes. The Con A is indeed poison- 
ous, but Pusztai was not experimenting with Con A. He had used 
the snowdrop lectin, GNA. If Professor James had only shown him 
the news release before sending it out, Pusztai says, he could 
have corrected the mistake. The Rowlett Institute would eventu- 
ally admit that its news release was wrong, but by then the damage 
had already been done. Its errors would continue to appear in 
some news stories for more than a year after they were publicly 
retracted. 

“We have never done any experiments with GM-potatoes ex- 
pressing the gene of Concanavalin A,” Pusztai says. “I still do not 
know and cannot make up my mind whether the Director was tell- 
ing the world about Con A in his Press Releases on August 10 to 
discredit me or just did this out of ignorance, but the effect was the 
same. When I had to say that there were no such experiments I 
was regarded as a bumbling idiot, a thief or a cheat. The strategy, 
if I can assume him to be clever enough, was to put something into 


my mouth that was manifestly wrong and then to shoot me down - 


Publicly, Pusztai was unable to respond to any 
of these statements for the simple reason that 
the Rowett Research Institute had used re- 
strictive clauses in his employment contract to 
impose a gag order preventing him from 
speaking out. Like tobacco industry whistle- 
blower Jeffrey Wigand, he risked forfeiting 


his pension if he spoke to reporters. 


Қалы? 

The Con А misunderstanding reverberated for months after- 
ward as the basis for all sorts of confused and misleading news 
stories. “Instead of rodents fed with genetically altered potatoes, 
Dr. Pusztai had used the results of tests carried out on rats treated 
with poison,” reported the Scottish Daily Record & Sunday Май." 

*Lectins are a known poison; of course if they were in the 
potatoes you would expect an effect," wrote Charles Arthur, tech- 
nology editor of the London Independent.'” 

Sir Robert May, the British government's chief scientist, also 
echoed the Con A fallacy. “If you mix cyanide with vermouth in a 
cocktail and find that it is not good for you, I don’t draw sweeping 
conclusions that you should ban all mixed drinks,” he told a radio 
interviewer.? In addition to misrepresenting Pusztai's research, 
Professor James spun out a series of subtle slurs on his compe- 
tence and character, describing Pusztai as “an outstanding scien- 
tist who has done good work but who had got himself in a terrible 
fix. “James hinted that Pusztai was suffering from senility, describ- 
ing his thinking as “muddled” and saying that he was “on the 
verge of collapse,” “gib- 
bering,” and “absolutely 
mortified. He is holding his 
hands up and is apologiz- 
ing,” James said, which 
was another falsehood. “I 
am desperate that dear old 
Arpad Pusztai maintains 
his scientific credibility,” 
he would say at another 
point. “I am desperate to 
protect him.”'4 

Publicly, Pusztai was 
unable to respond to any 
of these statements for the 
simple reason that the 
Rowett Research Institute 
had used restrictive 
clauses in his employment contract to impose a gag order prevent- 
ing him from speaking out. Like tobacco industry whistle-blower 
Jeffrey Wigand, he risked forfeiting his pension if he spoke to 
reporters. Professor James would claim later that the restrictions 
on Pusztai were justified because “һе was exhausted and not used 
to dealing with the media. He was naive and overwhelmed and 
therefore I relieved him of any press relations. I was amazed when 
I was accused of gagging him." Pusztai, however, has copies of 
letters from James threatening him with court action if he spoke to 
the press. His wife Susan, who was also a scientist at Rowett, was 
forbidden from speaking with reporters or even being photo- 
graphed. “All my life I have been afraid of people who said they 
were helping me. I grew up under a communist regime, and they 
told me they also had my best intentions at heart," Pusztai said. “1 
didn't believe them and escaped as a political refugee. Unfortu- 
nately I couldn't escape from Professor James. . . . For the first time 
in my life I was deprived of my right of self-defense. My restrictive 
contract prevented me saying the things necessary to defend 
myself."! 


46 ALTERNATIVE PRESS REVIEW 


SUMMER 2001 


As public controversy continued to swirl, the Rowett Re- 
search Institute established a four-scientist *audit committee" to 
review Pusztai's work. Normally an audit of this type is performed 
only if there is reason to suspect actual scientific fraud. The 
Rowett's committee found no such evidence and confirmed that 
he had indeed been working with potatoes genetically modified to 
contain the snowdrop lectin. The committee disagreed, however, 
with the conclusions that Pusztai had drawn from his data. The 
Rowett gave Pusztai three days to write a reply to the audit com- 
mittee, while continuing to deny him access to his own data. It 
then posted the text of its audit report on the Internet, along with 
Pusztai's reply, which it described as “unpublishable”—that is, 
insufficiently rigorous for publication in a peer-reviewed scientific 
journal. Pusztai agrees, pointing out that this is hardly surprising 
given the limitations under which he was forced to produce it." 

Prevented from speaking directly to the media, Pusztai sent a 
letter to a friend, which was then passed on to journalists. In the 
letter, he noted that the Rowett Research Institute, during testi- 
mony about his work before a government review committee, had 
provided the conclusions of its own audit report while neglecting 
to inform the committee of the existence of Pusztai's rebuttal. By 
then, two months had passed. Rowett had said it would “соп- 
sider" his rebuttal, but had made no reply. When he pressed fur- 
ther, he was told to write up his data as scientific papers and 
submit them to Professor James, who would decide whether they 
could be submitted for publication in scientific journals. Even if 
James would give approval—obviously a big if—this process 
would have taken at least six to eight months. *But for someone 
like me, with my destroyed scientific reputation, it may take con- 
siderably longer. So, I am sure it is another delaying ploy,” Pusztai 
stated in the letter to his friend." 

Since Pusztai's contract with the Rowett Research Institute 
prevented him from publishing his findings on his own, he passed 
some of his samples for evaluation on to Dr. Stanley Ewen, a pa- 
thologist at Aberdeen University. Ewen carried out his own mea- 
surements and agreed with Pusztai's findings. Finally, in February 
1999, a 20-member international scientific panel went on record in 
support of Pusztai. Only then did the Rowett Institute lift the gag 
order so that he could begin to speak publicly on his own behalf. 
Without permission from the Institute, however, he was still un- 
able to publish. As a sort of scientific end run around this restric- 
tion, Ewen wrote up his own appraisal, which was eventually pub- 
lished in October with Pusztai as coauthor in the Lancet, England's 
leading medical journal. 

As someone who had built a good portion of his career laying 
the scientific groundwork for the development of genetically modi- 
fied foods, Pusztai now found himself in a situation where his 
primary defenders were environmentalists, organic food advocates, 
and other stalwart opponents of biotech foods. “І have landed up 
in no-man's land. It is not a comfortable place to be," Pusztai stated. 
“Тат in a situation I cannot get out of now. I feel responsible to 
keep going because I am the only one with data that shows there 
are problems. I have a choice: apologize for being incorrect or keep 
going, and I know I am correct."!? 


Notes 


1. Alastair Thompson, "A Conversation with Robert Shapiro," 
State of the World Forurn, October 28, 1998, «http:// 
wwwworldforum98.org/technology/article-shapiro2.html», 
(October 30, 1998). 

2. Pennic Faylor, “бтеаг Campaign Fails to Silence Scientist 
Who Spilled GM Beans," Sunday Herald (Scotland), May 23, 
1999, p. 7. 

3. B. C. | lammond, J. L. Vicini, б. F. Hartnell, et al., "The 
Feeding Value of Soybeans Fed to Rats, Chickens, Catfish and 
Dairy Cattle Is Not Altered by Genetic Incorporation of 
Glycophosphate-Tolerance," Journal of Nutrition, no. 126 
(1996), pp. 717-727. 

4. Arpad Pusztai, "SOAFED Flexible Fund Project КО 818: 
Report of the Project Coordinator on Data Produced at the 
Rowett Research Institute (RRI), October 22, 1998, «http):// 
WWW.frri.sari.ac,uk/gmo/ajp.htm», (July 25, 2000). 

5. Liane Clorfene-Casten, "Frankenfoods: Monsanto Engi- 
neers the Farming Biz," Conscious Choice: The Journal of 
Ecology and Natural Living, vol. 12, no. 5 (May 31, 1999), pp. 
48-49. 

6. Alan Rimmer, “I | lave Been Crucified, Says Dr. Arpad 
Pusztai," Sunday Mirror, Feb ruary 21, 1999, p. 7. 

7. Ibid. 

8. Arpad Pusztai, “Reply,” December 9, 1999, personal e-mail 
to Sheldon Rampton. 

9. Nigel Hawkes, “Scientist’s Potato Alert Was False, Labora- 
tory Admits,” The Times (London), August 13, 1998. 

10. Arpad Pusztai, “Your Book,” November 23, 1999, personal 
e-mail to Sheldon Rampton. 

11. Euan McColm, "Doctor's Monster Mistake,” Scottish Daily 
Record & Sunday Mail, October 13, 1998, p. 6. 

12. Charles Arthur, “The Strange Case of the Rats, the ‘Cover- 
up’ and a Political Hot Potato,” The Independent (London), 
February 16, 1999, p. 3. 

13. Charles Clover and Aisling Irwin, “Heartfelt Fears of the 
Whistleblower Who Spilled the Beans over GM,” The Daily 
Telegraph (London), June 10, 1999, p. 4. 

14. Christopher Leake and Lorraine Fraser, “Scientist in 
Frankenstein Food Alert is Proved Right,” Mail on Sunday; 
January 31, 1999, p. 20. Euan McColm, "Doctor's Monster 
Mistake," Scottish Daily Record & Sunday Mail, October 13, 
1998, p, 6. 

15. Pennie Taylor, "GM Food Feud Comes to the Boil,” Sunday 
Herald (Scotland), March 14, 1999, P. 3. 

16. Ibid., and Charles Clover and Aisling Irwin, "Heartfelt Fears 
of the Whistleblower Who Spilled the Beans over ОМ,” Тһе 
Daily Telegraph (London), June 10, 1999, p. 4. 

17. Geoffrey Lean, "How | Told the Truth and Was Sacked,” The 
Independent (London), March 7, 19989, p. 11. 

18. Christopher Leake, "Minister Blackened My Name Says 
Doctor," Mail on Sunday (London), February 14, 1999, p. 5. 
19. Taylor, "Smear Campaign." 


SUMMER 2001 


ALTERNATIVE PRESS REVIEW 47 


Ж 


NS NSSS Il, 


Y IK / M | и 
( ЖШ» 
“2 Ж »- А 
7 5 Ба.” & 
£ : 


SA» 


УММУЛ 


ЖҚ 


SOY 
M 
5 


— i ` | D ie : 
М4. % F 4” x: ; mu UN g^ 
Y У oof b ЗЕ : М, ne ea Е 
E : ; УБ \ 
ii й NY 4 "us | 
Y7, А | Ж 
GD 
* 


v | s 5 ^ 
-/” \ 2/7279 ет E Ж Фа = СС 


M 44 COA 


ART CRIMES 


THE EBB, FLOW & 
DILEMMA OF PROTEST ART 
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n August Ist, 2000, about 180 state police troop- 
ers in riot gear surrounded a warehouse in Phila- 
delphia. A police helicopter attempted to land on 
the roof. Police took a circular saw to the locked 
door. Once the armed brigade busted into the build- 
ing, they arrested everyone inside. The arrestees were held on a 
bus for 10 hours without water or bathrooms; they were told to 
“piss on the floor" according to Dave Bailey, one of those arrested. 
Many ofthem, including Bailey, spent 12 days in detention. 
Bailey's bail was set at $10,000. For five days he was held in 
segregation, in a two-person cell where he was held for 23 hours a 
day. 
His crime? Making puppets for the protests during the 2000 
Republican National Convention. | 
After arresting the puppet-makers in Philly, the police proceeded 
to seize and destroy hundreds of puppets and effigies, the collective 
fruits of weeks of work by hundreds of people. Only a handful of | 
puppets which had been removed by protesters earlier were saved, 
including 138 skeletons representing all the people executed in Texas 
during Bush's reign as governor. 
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According to the puppeteers, police initially refused to even 
tell them what they were being arrested for. Police eventually 
charged the puppeteers—or puppetistas, as some have humor- 
ously dubbed them—with “obstructing a highway" (though they 
were inside a warehouse), and “possession of instruments of 


crime"—in this case, puppets. In an even more surreal move, ро- 


lice claimed that the artists were planning to release venomous 
animals during the convention. A rare animal dealer with a truck- 
load of poisonous animals was indeed passing through the city 
during the time of the convention, though the dealer was not a 
protester and had contacted the police in advance asking about 
the safety of traveling through the city. 

“There were all sorts of wild reports the cops put out,” said 
Bailey. “We had taken every pain to make our efforts transparent. 
Everyone knew about it. Obviously it was very dangerous in terms 
of ideas." 

The charges against 
most of the puppeteers were 
finally dropped in December, 
largely because the under- 
cover police who had posed | 
as union stagehands to infil- 
trate the puppet-making op- 
eration couldn't make identi- 
fications. Some of the artists 
are still facing serious felony 
assault charges, however. 

The puppetistas cur- 
rently have civil suits in the 
works. The American Civil 
Liberties Union has stated 
that the raid was one of the 
most egregious modern ex- 
amples of preventive deten- 
tion and First Amendment 
abuse. 


sophisticated political and aesthetic 


Glimmers 
styles. 

As street demonstrations, 

. particularly those against glo- 

balization, have grown over the past year and a half, starting with 
the massive anti-WTO protests in Seattle in late 1999, political 
protest art, including puppets, street theater, stencils, posters, 
murals and graffiti has enjoyed a resurgence. All were in ample 
evidence at the anti-IMF protests in Washington D.C. in April 
2000, the Republican and Democratic Conventions during the sum- 
mer, at the anti-IMF/World Bank protests in Prague in September 
2000, and at the 2001 Presidential Inauguration, where, despite the 
authorities’ banning cf puppets in the protest area, some creative 
protesters responded by smuggling puppets in as signs that could 
be reassembled in puppet form. 


Looking Back: A History of Ebbs and Flows 


Inthe US, political street art flourished amid the revolt ofthe *60s. 


Tompkins Square Park was an unofficial 
political art gallery and performance 
space, with speeches, blues, reggae, 
drum circles or punk music echoing 
from the band shell. Stencils festooned 
the sidewalks and political fliers 
enveloped the lampposts for blocks 
around. Graffiti was at its height for 
much of the “805, still more or less the 
domain of the ghettos where it was born, 


but blossoming into new and more 


Murals, a staple of the Mexican Revolution and other interna- 
tional movements, gained prominence as a community-based art 
form in the U.S. in the late *60s and burgeoned over the next few 
years as funding and public support for them became available. 
The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and other mainstream 
agencies started making significant funds available to muralists 
and public art projects in the mid “605, making more projects 
possible but also putting constraints on the content of publicly- 
funded work. The Art Workers Coalition in New York and the Los 
Angeles Council of Women Artists were among the activist art 
groups formed in the *60s who used government funding for po- 
litically dissident projects. But pressure from city governments 
and mainstream community groups blunted the political edge of 
the mural movement by the mid “705, spurring groups like 
Artmakers to form in the early “805 with rejuvenated radicalism. 
Though progressive politics 
muted in the *80s, political pub- 

lic art scaled new heights of so- | 
phistication, participation and 

humor throughout the country. 

Many attribute this to the 

wealth of artists who came of 
age in the *60s and to the teach- 

ing of political and public tech- 

niques in mainstream art 

schools throughout the *70s. 


The 1980s: A Heyday of Sorts 


When black graffiti artist 
Michael Stewart was arrested 
and strangled to death by New 
York police in 1985—and when 
all the (white) officers involved 
were acquitted—an army of his 
fellow political public artists 
rose to his defense. Political 
street art in New York City pro- 
testing his murder and the cli- 
mate of police brutality mush- 
roomed almost overnight. “Тһе 
medical examiner removed his eyeballs so there wouldn't be evi- 
dence of the strangulation," said Seth Tobocman, who created 


" numerous posters and stencils protesting Stewart's murder and 


the acquittal of the guilty cops the following year. When a diverse 
and highly politicized group of local artists called Artmakers Inc. 
launched the ambitious *La Lucha Continua" mural project at La 
Plaza Cultural in the quickly-gentrifying Lower East Side where 
Stewart had done much of his work, his slaying emerged as one of 
several interconnected themes engaged by the project, including 
apartheid, evictions, US intervention in Central America, the dis- 
appeared in Guatemala, homelessness and the power of grassroots 
community organizing. | | | 

Political public art was almost synonymous with life for 
Stewart, Tobocman and their crowd on the Lower East Side of New 
York in the 1980s, which included activists and artists from virtu- 
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ally every economic, educational and ethnic background. One typi- 
cal day found Tobocman with a group in Washington Square Park 
painting a mural of cuffed hands decorated with the stars and 
stripes of the American flag—an oblique statement on electoral 
politics. 

"These Rastafarian drug dealers ran the park, so we used 
their system of lookouts. We had them watching our backs while 
we did this mural. Then these kids from New Jersey came in and we 
gave them some black spray paint and they painted all over the 
arch. It was this amazing moment ofall these different people work- 
ing together." 

With Reagan in the White House and gentrification, police 
brutality, and landlord-induced arson rocking the city, the large 
and vibrant political artist community responded with anger and 
joy, putting their creativity to work in both legal and extralegal 
ways to thwart the system. Musicians, poets, eccentric orators 
and other creatively-inclined rabble-rousers formed a loose net- 
work with professionally-trained and self-taught visual artists, who 
blanketed the city with unauthorized political murals, stencils, fli- 
ers, tagged slogans, impromptu performances, speak-outs and jam 
sessions. 

Tompkins Square Park was an unofficial political art gallery 
and performance space, with speeches, blues, reggae, drum circles 
or punk music echoing from the band shell. Stencils festooned the 
sidewalks and political fliers enveloped the lampposts for blocks 
around. Graffiti was at its height for much of the ‘80s, still more or 
less the domain of the ghettos where it was born, but blossoming 
into new and more sophisticated political and aesthetic styles. 
Stewart was just one of many graffiti artists working hand in hand 
with activist artists of other sorts—a synergy seen much less 
frequently today. 

Much of the most powerful work of the '80s combined the 
efforts of both gallery and activist crowds. The homeless perfor- 
mance group the Los Angeles Poverty Department (LAPD) put on 
street theater about the plight of the homeless, poor and mentally 
ill. They were hauled away by police to sanitize the city for the 
1984 Olympics. Greenpeace activists attached banners to garbage 
barges, the Statue of Liberty and Mt. Rushmore, jumped from 
smokestacks, staged mock fashion shows and created other vi- 
sual and guerrilla theatre works to protest nuclear power, pollu- 
tion, and animal cruelty, among other issues. 

Gran Fury and ACT UP launched biting and provocative 
AIDS-activism and anti-homophobia crusades in New York, some- 
times utilizing corporate advertising methods as with the then- 
shocking "Kissing Doesn't Kill" bus and billboard campaign. They 
also circulated stickers, T-shirts and placards with eye-catching 
images of penises and slogans like *Sexism Rears its Unprotected 
Head — AIDS Kills Women," and *The Government has blood on 
its hands— one AIDS death every half hour." To protest media 
coverage of AIDS, in 1989 Gran Fury printed a four-page New York 
Crimes parody of the Times and wrapped it around thousands of 
Times papers inside vending machines at 4 a.m. The AIDS quilt 
also made its rounds of the country in the late *80s. 

Feminist groups were among the most active during the ‘80s: 
the Guerrilla Girls donned gorilla masks to protest male-dominance 
ofthe art world andlarger feminist issues. Artist, writer and video 


Police seize puppets & puppeteers from a 
warehouse in Philadelphia. 
[Photo courtesy Philly IMC] 


ni 


producer Suzanne Lacy's nationwide projects including “Іп 
Mourning and in Rage" (actually created in 1977) and “Immigrants 
and Survivors" placed costumed women in public places to whis- 
per or scream about violence toward women and other feminist 
issues. In Chicago, New York, Houston, San Francisco and other 
cities the Women's Action Coalition used visual and action-ori- 
ented art to protest physical and legislative violence against 
women. 

Across the country countless shifting groups and collectives 
painted overtly political murals with and without official permis- 
sion. These included an exploding number of Chicano murals in 
California; anarchist, labor and housing-rights murals along Haight 
Street and throughout the Mission District in San Francisco; and 
in New York the *La Lucha" project and Group Material's excellent 
and broad-ranging poster and mural campaign. 


The 1990s: A Low Point 


During the late 1990s, several graffiti artists were fatally shot by 
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police and black and Latino graffiti artists were constantly ha- 
rassed and physically attacked by police. But none of these inci- 
dents drew a response like the murder of Stewart did. 

Big Juss, a New York graffiti and hip-hop artist, used to throw 
his name up all over Manhattan and spend all night riding and 
tagging the trains. Today, he sticks to New Jersey suburbs be- 
cause of the draconian laws that slap illegal graffiti and political 
artists in New York with thousands of dollars in fines and jail time. 
The only “graffiti” in Manhattan which bears his name—actually 
that of his hip hop group, Company Flow, is a graffiti-style ad 
done by his former record label without his knowledge. “I’m not 
sure how I feel about that," he said, wincing slightly. Much of 
Manhattan's public art of the old grassroots political forms—mu- 
rals, posters, graffiti—is in fact advertising for fashion, music, 
alcohol, software, food. The murals and stencils of political fig- 
ures and issues done in the 80's are largely absent. 

Which is not to say protest art isn't still being done. But the 
current political art scenes in the major US cities revolve largely 
around small, close-knit, often male-dominated networks and a 


"The ripping down [of] posters and painting over things defi- 
nitely has а dampening effect on people,” she said. “There still is 
a lot of postering going on, but there was a point where it was a 
much more vibrant form of communication and people were put- 
ting up posters not only to advertise events but to express ideas. 
I haven't really seen that happening in years, [not] since the neigh- 
borhoods started gentrifying." 

“Тһеге are still quite a few walls being painted, but they're 
not as political," added Miranda Richardson, another San Fran- 
cisco artist who has been working in the Mission community for 
25 years and who went to Nicaragua and the West Bank with 
Green. *Most of it is spray art, which isn't as issue-based. I wish it 
was. Part of the reason is that there isn't an overt movement. 
There has to be something for it to bounce off of." 

Like Richardson and Green, many of the artists of the “805 
continue doing politically-engaged public art. But a majority of 
the notable groups have folded, dwindled, lost their oppositional 
edge and/or become more concentrated in the gallery world than 
the public sphere. Participation in Guerrilla Girls events dropped 


Robert Lederman is one of the city's most visible political public artists. Lederman 


is a career artist who was politicized by former New York mayor Rudolph 


Giuliani's attacks on street artists and who quickly became one of the mayor's 


harshest and untiring critics. The unflattering cardboard caricatures of 


*Ghouliani", which he carries and passes out at demos have riled Rudy so much 


that he had Lederman arrested on disorderly conduct charges more than 40 times 


and even tried to outlaw removing cardboard from dumpsters. Lederman laps up 


the Mayor's hatred proudly and points to Giuliani's persecution of him as a sign of 


the lack of other political public art going on. 


limited number of high-profile individual causes, with Mumia Abu- 
Jamal's being the trendiest. In New York, the once-raging Tompkins 
Square Park scene and various other political collectives have 
largely dropped out of sight, due mostly to quickening 
gentrification and a spate of stifling "quality of life" laws. 

Robert Lederman is one of the city's most visible political 
public artists. Lederman is a career artist who was politicized by 
“former New York mayor Rudolph Giuliani's attacks on street artists 
and who quickly became one of the mayor's harshest and untiring 
critics. The unflattering cardboard caricatures of *Ghouliani", which 
he carries and passes out at demos have riled Rudy so much that 
he had Lederman arrested on disorderly conduct charges more 
than 40 times and even tried to outlaw removing cardboard from 
dumpsters. Lederman laps up the Mayor's hatred proudly and 
points to Giuliani's persecution of him as a sign ofthe lack of other 
political public art going on. Susan Green, a 20-year fixture in the 
San Francisco art scene, says she feels “pretty alienated” today in 
San Francisco because of the lack of a strong political art scene. 
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drastically through the early *90s and became more and more insu- 
lar. Gran Fury and ACT-UP drifted toward more introspective, less 
angry works as the nature of the AIDS crisis and public attitudes 
evolved. Group Material became more gallery-oriented, perhaps a 
victim of its own success, and most of its members drifted away. 
The Women's Action Coalition dissolved from internal struggles 
and exhaustion. Many individual artists tended toward galleries 
or books as they grew tired and frustrated with the activist scene, 
looked for more stability, or started families. The bottom line, as 
Richardson said, is that the state of the political movement was no 
longer sustaining the art. 

“It has to do with the demise of the left in America,” said Greg 
Sholette, an art teacher and founder of Repo History, a radical New 
York public art group which continues to put out political public 
works. “Academia has taken over some of that—people who would 
have been political leaders have become professors. They’ ve taken 
away the idea of using public space for oppositional messages.” 
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Art Appropriation, Graffiti & the Protection of Capital 


Until the activist resurgence of the past two years, and the obvi- 
ous potential it has to seize the popular imagination, graffiti, with 
its greater threat to property values and its exaggerated ties to 
"gangs" and “crime” struck considerably more fear into the hearts 
of landlords and politicians. 

In 1995, Philadelphia mayor Ed Rendell announced that *One 
ofthe worst problems facing this city is graffiti," while unveiling a 
new zero-tolerance anti-graffiti campaign. “While it can't kill or 
maim, graffiti is a more insidious problem. It can kill morale." An 
article by the Kensington Welfare Rights Union notes that Philly 
spends $3 million a year fighting graffiti and that graffiti artists can 
end up with $10,000 fines and up to five years in jail. The laws also 
hold parents responsible for their kids’ graffiti and fine property 
owners who don't clean up graffiti on their property. 

Bus stop bench advertisements in Oakland say “ЧО: Drugs, 
Driving Drunk, Graffiti," equating painting with potentially deadly 
drug use and drunk driving. 


that can be very useful and lead to other things," said Chicago art 
teacher and political muralist Robert Valadez. “But 90% of it is very 
uninspired and derivative, mainly about competition and getting 
your tag up. Ideally, it's the beginning of a belief system and a part 
of one phase of their lives that they'll branch out from." 


Casper, a long-time Chicago graffiti artist who, like the politi- | Ta^ 


cal artists has now gravitated to the gallery scene, doesn't think | 
graffiti artists make any claims to be political, and doesn't think 
they should be expected to. 

"It's two completely different realms, it's a non-issue," he 
said. "Some artists might be political but their graffiti isn't about 
politics. It's not about changing the world, it's about being a su- 
perstar. This is their way to be a star. I think even for political art 
you would find that. Though the person might be political, their 
art is about being a star. Diego Rivera was obviously a political 
person, he was involved in assassination attempts, but I think his 


art was his show-off aspect." 


Robert Muniz, a teen-age graffiti artist in San Antonio, agrees. 
He can make a good case for graffiti being political in that it takes 


Though property owners and government officials are frightened enough of 
graffiti and what it implies to spend millions of dollars removing it, the 
corporate advertising industry of America feels just the opposite. They are 
eager to spend millions on graffiti—to own and use it. With its irresistibly 
attractive style and status within youth and hip hop culture, advertisers have 
jumped all over the graffiti bandwagon to hawk clothing, sports equipment, 
alcohol, soda, music and countless other commodities. Ironically, 

much of graffiti's advertising use is to sell over-priced goods from huge 
(mainly white-owned) companies to the low-income minority kids who 
started graffiti as a form of protest against this system in the first place. 


Costly anti-graffiti programs are ironic considering that at the 
same time cities are spending millions to fight graffiti, they're pour- 
ing money into after-school art programs that serve essentially 
the same purpose as graffiti—giving “at risk" kids a wholesome 
creative outlet. 


The Debatable Politics of Graffiti 


Fifteen or 20 years ago graffiti might have appeared to be the 
obvious inheritor of the political street art tradition, a new 
grassroots form produced by the most disenfranchised and op- 
pressed of the country's youth. 

But Tobocman and many other political artists of his genera- 
tion are skeptical about the artistic and political growth and poten- 
tial of graffiti. Many say they respect it for what it is and see it as 
a potential springboard, but they label the current scene as more 
about ego and trendiness than power or politics. 

"As an instructor and youth organizer I see it as something 
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back public space from the system, but he readily he admits he 
does graffiti mainly for the fun and glory. “I do it for myself. I just 
love it. Someone sees my name over and over, I'll walk through the 
mall with my crew and everyone knows who we are." 

A survey of the many glossy graffiti magazines shows scant 
mention of political issues or works among the tales of the street, 
disses of other artists and misogynistic attitudes. But there are 
graffiti artists doing overtly political work, and some of the most 
visually striking and visible political art in the country, at that. 
"Eskae" and “Twist” are two Bay Area (California) artists who 


regularly attack capitalism, the military-industrial complex, corpo- 


rate advertising and the US government. Twist, aka Barry McGee's 
work commonly features bloated, evil-oozing capitalist pigs with 
dollar signs floating around. One of his pieces shows a flaccid, 
cowardly boss in a business suit forcing a blindfolded worker to 
carry him on his back. 

"| create graffiti as a political act against the whole idea of 
property ownership," Eskae is quoted as saying in Michael Walsh's 
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Robert Lederman's "Ghouliani" caricature of New York 
mayor Rudy Giuliani. [Photo by Kari Lydersen] 


book Graffito. "Graffiti is a kick in the face to the gallery/museum 
system, where the artist is pimped like a whore for the capitalist 
system, made into another commodity for people to buy." 

Ephraim, a graffiti artist who painted in Santa Cruz under the 
name Ripe (as in “the time is ripe") argues that graffiti is intensely 
political regardless of the message. 

"The very act of an individual projecting their identification 
into the public realm is very political," he said. “It’s about retain- 
ing individuality in a society that neither condones nor accepts it, 
that tries to replace it with a mass corporate identity." 


Commodifying Artistic Dissent 


Though property owners and government officials are frightened 
enough of graffiti and what it implies to spend millions of dollars 
removing it, the corporate advertising industry of America feels 
just the opposite. They are eager to spend millions on graffiti—to 
own and use it. With its irresistibly attractive style and status 
within youth and hip hop culture, advertisers have jumped-all over 
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the graffiti bandwagon to hawk clothing, sports equipment, alco- 
hol, soda, music and countless other commodities. Ironically, 
much of graffiti’s advertising use is to sell over-priced goods from 
huge (mainly white-owned) companies to the low-income minority 
kids who started graffiti as a form of protest against this system in 
the first place. Ephraim sees this as a conscious philosophy, and 
he partially blames co-optation by mass media and advertisers for 
the apolitical and self-referential aspects of graffiti. 

“There’s infighting, scenism and material bias,” he says. “Part 
of that is because it is attacked by our culture on two fronts, by 
capitalism co-opting it and the powers that be trying to squash it. 
(Co-optation by advertising) is one of the insidious structures of 
control that dominant culture has. It’s like white blood cells, taking 
what attacks them and trying to transform it into a line of defense, 
turning it around and making it part of the system.” 


Redefining the Political 


While the Free Mumia movement may be the most "successful" 
and widespread of the overtly political art campaign, plenty of 
activists and leftists criticize it for its trendiness, narrow focus and 
air of white punkcliquishness. Many political artists say that in 
this day of mainstream political apathy and cynicism, more per- 
sonal and subtle public art has greater political potential than the 
lineup of now-commonplace images. They say “black and red” 
revolutionary imagery has gotten hackneyed and boring, and that 
images of Malcolm X, Emiliano Zapata, Pedro Albizu-Campos, Che 
Guevara are so common that they don’t even raise an eyebrow, let 
alone a dissonant or disruptive idea. 

“It’s more inspiring when the politics are mixed in with real art, 
[where] the political message could be buried on the third layer of 
meaning,” said Andrew Castrucci, a founder of the New York Bul- 
let Space squatter-activist-artist organization. “It’s very boring to 
have a straight-up political message. The more cryptic it is, the 
more powerful it is.” 


Inspired Lunacy 


Humor and whimsy, as seen in puppet shows and light-hearted 
demonstrations going back to the “606, are also effective weap- 
ons. The squatter and community garden movements in the US 
and throughout Europe are experts at pulling off loopy, hilarious 
occupations and protests. Even before the anti-globalization move- 
ment kicked off, microradio and democratic media activists were 
putting puppets and street theater to good use. 

“The garden people have done some amazing things with 
puppets,” said Tobocman. “They give it a less militant tone. . . If 
you start playing kazoos, [they don't] know what to do." 

Juan Chavez, a Chicago artist who does both commissioned 
and guerrilla work and teaches art to youth, agrees. Though he 
does work on overtly political themes. including an anonymous 
anti-police brutality mural, he prefers to break the status quo and 
challenge people to think with illegal works which are unexpected, 
abstract, and often funny and thought-provoking. 

*How many Boricua (Puerto Rican) pride murals do you need?" 
he asks. “I try to get the kids to think in new ways, to do things 
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that people haven't done millions of times before." 

In 1999 Chavez and a friend placed a life-sized plaster cast of 
a homeless person on Chicago's Lower Wacker Drive, where many 
homeless people would survive the freezing winters huddled on 
heating grates until the city swept them out and fenced in the 
grates. The sculpture was soon smashed to bits and Chavez found 
it with a rat inside the obliterated hollow shell. : 

“We don't know if it was a сор or someone who hated home- 
less people or a homeless person who thought we were making 
. fun of them,” he said. “Тһе reaction was fitting considering what's 
been happening to the real homeless people there." 


Artistic Dissent Today and into the Future 


If Tobocman and the Tompkins Square crowd epitomized the New 
York political art scene of the ‘80s, it may be James de la Vega with 
his less political but more personal, subtle, pop-cultural and even 
spiritual style who personifies the contemporary movement. A 27- 
year-old Cornell graduate of Puerto Rican descent, De la Vega 
returned to his economically-depressed Spanish Harlem neigh- 
borhood in 1994 to open a studio at 103rd and Lexington Avenue 
and proceeded to blanket the surrounding blocks with paint, chalk 


and tape collages. He sees his political role as waking people up, · 


and stirring them from the alienated routine and torpor of the 
work-to-home-to-sleep-to-work grind. 

"Working here I see all these people walking back and forth 
every day with their heads down, in a total routine," he says. “Му 
job is to snap them out of that. You see something that says some- 
thing about the conditions around you and it makes you think. It's 
not in a gallery, it d d s what you're doing so you have to deal 
with it.” 


In the winter he uses tape to create huge images on the side- | 


walks and streets. He does murals of black and Puerto Rican musi- 
cians. Though De la Vega doesn't talk much about religion, he 
also creates spare, dramatic masking-tape and paint renditions of 
the crucifixion and the Last Supper. One of his masterpieces is a 
huge version of Picasso's Guernica, which included a needle in an 
arm until local residents demanded he paint over that part. 

De la Vega is clearly conscious of and engaged with broad 
political issues, but prefers to use his art to directly empower his 
immediate community. He feels he does this by brightening and 
decorating the area, and just by working in what he calls his “fish- 
bowl studio," with a window on the street inviting people to come 
in and participate or just talk. It was his father's dream to be an 
artist, a dream that was crushed by poverty and long hours of 
low-wage labor before his death from AIDS. De la Vega feels he 
has transcended those circumstances and fulfilled his father's 
dream. His politics are manifest in his desire to inspire and teach 
other poor Spanish Harlem kids to do the same. 

san Francisco's Susan Green likewise believes that the act of 
creation and statement for oppressed people and especially youth, 
whether in apolitical graffiti or community murals, is the true politi- 
cal statement. The kids in her program at the Oakland projects 
aren't much interested by politics or the history of struggle. She 
says they were thoroughly bored by a local "Huey Newton His- 
torical Tour" led by Bobby Seale himself. Whatever the subject 
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matter, she says the fact that these kids are doing art is political. 

“Тһе powers that be want these kids to go to prison," she, 
said. “They need them in prison to keep the system going. They 
would much rather have them in prison than in college. So the 
most intensely political act is for them to be doing something like 
this that gives them an identity and confidence, where they get 
the sense that ‘Fuck no, I can do whatever I want.’” 

In other words it isn't works of art about oppressed veópté 
but rather oppressed people out there doing art that has potential 
to change the system. The wave of art at the protests against the 
WTO, IMF, DNC, RNC and plans for more of the same at the 
protests against the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 
meetings in Montreal has re-invigorated certain sectors of protest. 
art, and draws on a long international tradition of artistic opposi- 
tion to power and injustice. Murals, posters and street theater can 
often inspire, involve and move people in ways that rhetoric sim- 
ply cannot. 

Now it remains to be seen ifthis resurgence will be integrated 
into an ongoing artistic rebellion, if it will foment a creative dia- 
logue, in the ghettoes, suburbs, universities and financial districts 
of America and the world. It also remains to be seen if the *move- 
ment," such as it is, can deepen and strengthen that dialogue 
while developing an awareness and set of values coherent enough 
to insulate it, too, from eventually becoming a tool for commerce. 
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NEWS ITEM: NEARLY TWO-THIROS OF U.S. 
EMPLOYERS USE SOME KIND OF SURVEILLANCE 
METHOD TO SPY ON THEIR WORKERS. 


FEELING PRODUCTIVE? 


| “Feeling Productive?” 
© 1997, 2000 by Off the Wahl Productions 
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By Jim Redden 


he establishment media has enthusiastically em- 
braced every excuse to expand the Snitch Cul- 
ture. This is to be expected in times of war, when 
all segments of society pull together to defeat a 
common enemy. But the corporate media has 
played the same role in every manufactured domestic crusade 
as well, including every variation of the War on Drugs. 

This support has taken the form of both news coverage and 
entertainment programming. It has extended from the editorial 
stances of major newspapers to the neverending stream of pub- 
lic service announcements we see and hear every day. This steady 
drumbeat in support of the government’s every law enforcement 
initiative is inescapable. It permeates every level of society, re- 
placing reality with a paranoid fantasy world. 

This govemment/media nexus has taken on increasingly sin- 
ister overtones in the last few years. For example, in late 1999, 
the Dutch newspaper 7ruow reported that U.S. Army psycho- 
logical operations personnel—commonly called *psyops"—were 
assigned to the Atlanta headquarters of the Cable News Net- 
work during the NATO War in Kosovo. The CNN military per- 
sonnel were members of the Airmobile Fourth Psychological 
Operations Group, stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. This 
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unit of almost 1,200 soldiers and officers is specifically charged 
with spreading government propaganda. Their job is to influence 
media and public opinion in armed conflicts in which American 
state interests are said to be at stake.! : 

The psyop troops were assigned to CNN through an Army 
program called “Training With Industry." According to Major 
Thomas Collins of the U.S. Information Service, the troops at CNN 
were assigned to help with the “production of news.” Asked by 
reporter Geoff Metcalf of WorldNetDaily whether the introduc- 
tion of military personnel into a civilian news organization was 
standard operating procedure, one source replied, “I hope so. It’s 
what we do.” 

The Truow expose was ignored by the establishment press. It 
was only reported in this country by such alternative sources as 
the WorldNetDaily and Progressive Review Internet websites, and 
by political commentator Alexander Cockburn’s newsletter, 
CounterPunch. 

But the truth is, the corporate media has always provided 
propaganda services to the government, slanting its news cover- 


guidelines called for Japanese to always be portrayed as treacher- 


- ous, and for the British to be consistently shown as heroic. 


The black operations were assigned to the Office of Strategic 
Services which became the government's premiere international 
intelligence-gathering agency, responsible for counter-espionage 
and other covert political activities abroad. Congress established 
the Central Intelligence Agency as the successor to the OSS in 
1947 at the beginning ofthe Cold War. 

The establishment media cooperated completely with the gov- 
ernment during the war, becoming little more than a propaganda 
arm of the Pentagon. News outlets ignored Allied atrocities such 
as the firebombing of Dresden, while fabricating stories which 
made the Germans, Italians and Japanese appear even more bar- 
baric than they actually were. The entertainment industry joined 
the war effort, too, with Hollywood cranking out a steady diet of 
films featuring gallant Allied soldiers fighting heartless Nazis and 
feral Japs. Broadway even produced a series of star-spangled spec- 
tacles such as the 1943 hit *Winged Victory," about members of 
the Air Force who pass their training course and earn their “wings.” 


Perhaps the best recent example of the insidious relationship between 
government and media was exposed by Salon on January 13, 2000. In a story by 
reporter Daniel Forbes, the Internet magazine revealed that the federal Office of 
National Drug Control Policy secretly paid six major TV networks $25 million to 
weave anti-drug themes into such popular shows as ER, Beverly Hills, 90210, 
The Drew Carey Show, and 7th Heaven. The payoffs ensured the scripts adhered 
to the official line of always portraying even recreational drug users as losers 


and psychopaths. 


age and creating popular entertainment programs to coincide with 
the public enemies of the day. When the government was fighting 
bootleggers during Prohibition, the press railed against the threat 
of gangsters and Hollywood produced such films as Little Cae- 
sar, casting Edward G. Robinson as the neurotic Rico. After Prohi- 
bition was repealed and the newly-formed Federal Bureau of Nar- 
cotics began going after marijuana, film studios jumped on board, 
portraying “tea” as the greatest threat facing America’s youth. 
Movie executives even gave FBN Director Harry Anslinger con- 
trol over all film scripts to make sure they adhered to official policy.’ 

According to researcher Christopher Simpson, the govern- 
ment formalized its relationship with the news and entertainment 
industry under Franklin Roosevelt during the early stages of the 
Second World War. In his 1994 Oxford University Press book The 
Science of Coercion: Communication Research and Psychologi- 
cal Warfare 1945-1960, Simpson documents how Roosevelt cre- 
ated the Office of the Coordinator of Information in 1941, putting 
his close friend, Wall Street lawyer Bill Donovan, in charge. The 
next year, Roosevelt split the responsibilities of the OCI into “white” 
and “black” operations. The white (or overt) role was assigned to 
the Office of War Information, which did such things as suggest- 
ing story lines to the producers of comic books, soap operas, 
movies and other forms of popular entertainment. Some of their 
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Many employees of these agencies would become major me- 
dia figures after the war. As longtime liberal Washington, DC com- 
mentator Sam Smith put it, “After the war, graduates of the Psy- 
chological Warfare Division, OSS, and ОМІ essentially ran the 
U.S. news media and publishing industries.” 

Since the end of World War II, the corporate media has marched 
lockstep behind every manufactured excuse to create and expand 
the Snitch Culture, beginning with the revived Red Scare of the 
1950s. From the McCarthy hearings to the Cuban missile crisis to 
most of the Vietnam War, the news giants worked up countless 
variations of the Communist Menace story, running from State 
Department infiltrators to the Domino Theory and beyond. Holly- 
wood joined in with such films as Big John McClain (1952), star- 
ring John Wayne and James Arness as two-fisted investigators 
for the House Un-American Activities Committee. TV and radio 
weighed in with shows and even entire series extolling the virtues 
of FBI agents infiltrating and exposing Communist front organiza- 
tions. When anti-war activists challenged the Johnson and Nixon 
administration, long-haired, drug-addicted “peaceniks” began 
appearing as villains on Dragnet, Adam-12 and other police 
procedurals. 

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, only the bad guys have 
changed. After Nixon declared his War on Crime, young thugs, 
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punks and robbers menaced defenseless inner-city dwellers in 
Dirty Harry (1971), Death Wish (1974) and The Streets of San Fran- 
cisco, a popular TV series which ran from 1972 to 1977. When 
crack cocaine became Public Enemy Number One, murderous black 
street gangs began replacing the common riff-raff. Fanatic Mus- 
lims threatened widespread destruction in the late 1980s and early 
1990s, only to be replaced by the homegrown militia menace in 
such films as Steven Seagal's The Patriot (1999) and Militia (2000). 

One of the most blatant examples of pro-government propa- 
ganda was /n the Line of Duty: Ambush in Waco, a made-for-TV 
movie about the fatal confrontation with David Koresh and the 
Branch Davidians. The film was actually shot during the 51-day 
siege, with actor Timothy Daly portraying Koresh as a Charles 
Manson-type cult leader driving his brainwashed followers to 
commit suicide. One scene shows Koresh handing a pistol to an 
elderly church member, asking if she is prepared to die for him. In 
another sequence, a young girl, who left the church before the 
initial government raid, tells a government agent that Koresh had 
instructed her on the proper way to commit suicide. Forming her 


between government and media was exposed by Salon on Janu- 
ary 13, 2000. In a story by reporter Daniel Forbes, the Internet 
magazine revealed that the federal Office of National Drug Control 
Policy secretly paid six major TV networks $25 million to weave 
anti-drug themes into such popular shows as ER, Beverly Hills, 
90210, The Drew Carey Show, and 7th Heaven. The payoffs en- 
sured the scripts adhered to the official line of always portraying 
even recreational drug users as losers and psychopaths. As part 
of the deal, a 20th Century Fox Television executive specifically 
commissioned an episode of Chicago Hope which revolved around 
young partygoers who do drugs. They suffer a drug-induced death, 
a rape, psychosis, a two-car wreck, a broken nose, and a doctor's 
threat to skip life, saving surgery unless the patient agrees to be 
drug tested. Even more fantastic, the drugs cause one character to 
miss a flight on the space shuttle!* 

The secret payoffs were part ofa five-year, $1 billion advertis- 
ing program approved by Congress in 1998. Under the program, 
networks accepting paid anti-drug ads from the government were 
required to run an equal number of ads for free, a 2-for-1 deal. But 


Today, a single bizarre incident triggers an avalanche of news bulletins, special 
reports, live coverage and round-the-clock talk shows. Experts are paraded before 
anxious viewers to proclaim that the incident is not merely an isolated act, but the 
beginning of a terrifying new wave of crime or terrorism, depending on the spin. 
Whatever the threat, government officials always call for more laws, more money 
to enforce them, and more snitches to point out the bad guys. The press never 
challenges this premise. Instead, the government is always presented as our 
saviors, the good guys riding in to save the day. 


right hand into a gun, the girl sticks the “barrel” in her mouth. 
Ambush in Waco was first broadcast on May 23, 1993, just a little 
more than a month after the fiery holocaust which killed Koresh 
and more than 80 of his followers, including over a dozen children. 
After new evidence reignited the controversy in early 1999, the 
film was rebroadcast numerous times on Court TV. 

Cooperation between the federal government and the enter- 
tainment media reached new heights in 1998, when the CIA opened 
the doors of its ultra-secure headquarters to Showtime and Para- 
mount Network Television to film key scenes for their movie, /и 
the Company of Spies. The movie, which aired on Showtime on 
October 24, 1999, concerns a retired CIA operative who returns to 
duty to prevent North Korea from buying missiles which can carry 
nuclear warheads to America. Sixty off-duty CIA officials partici- 
pated as extras. To celebrate the collaboration, CIA Director George 
Tenet invited the film's stars to a private screening and reception 
at CIA headquarters. Director Tim Matheson and a host of Wash- 
ington political luminaries also attended the lavish event. “Тһе 
CIA’s objectives were clear," Roger Towne, the screenwriter who 
also was the film’s executive producer, told the Associated Press. 
“They hoped to see a human face put on the agency and we had 
just the story to do it.” 

Perhaps the best recent example of the insidious relationship 
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after Congress approved the program, the networks balked at shell- 
ing out so much free time. So the ONDCP which administered the 
program, came up with a creative compromise — if the networks 
included tough anti-drug messages in their regular programs, it 
would waive the requirement for donated time. The networks were 
then free to sell the ad time which had been committed to the 
campaign. 

The deal was cut under the direction of Barry McCaffrey, 
commonly called the Drug Czar. As head ofthe ONDCP, McCaffrey 
holds a cabinet-level position in the Clinton Administration. He is 
a retired U.S. Army General who rose to prominence during the 
Vietnam War, a conflict notorious for its constant use of domestic 
government propaganda to prevent the American people from 
understanding what was happening on the ground in Southeast 
Asia. l | 

Five networks took advantage of the deal in 1998—ABC, CBS, 
NBC, FOX and WB. A sixth, UPN, jumped on board in 1999. The 
results were dramatic, if not good drama. According to a White 
House report, the number of TV shows with anti-drug themes 
jumped from 32 in March 1998 to 109 in the winter of 1999, Accord- 
ing to the Salon report, they included The Wayans Bros., Hang 
Times, Sports Night, The Practice, Promised Land, Trinity, Provi- 
dence, Cosby, Smart Guy, Sabrina the Teenage Witch, Boy Meets 
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World, General Hospital and four teen-oriented Saturday-morn- 
ing live-action shows on NBC. 

White House officials tried to dismiss the controversy when 
the story first broke. Appearing on CNN's Talk Back Live, 
McCaffrey described the covert anti-drug messages as just ап- 
other public health campaign. 

This argument was strongly rejected by Sanho Tree, director 
of the Drug Policy Project for the Institute for Policy Studies, a 
liberal Washington, DC-based think tank. “It’s terribly offensive 
to me when McCaffrey says these are basically just another series 
of public service announcements, like the ones telling you to buckle 
your seat belts or get your blood pressure checked,” he said. “I 
have to ask, what other departments of public health rely on heli- 
copters, machine guns, prisons, surveillance and all these other 
things as their primary means of enacting policy? It's a good thing 
they're not put in charge of issues-like depression or anorexia."* 

Even the corporate press criticized the secret payments when 
they were first revealed. On January 18, the New York Times pub- 
lished an editorial which warned the arrangement raised “the pos- 
sibility of censorship and state-sponsored propaganda." 

But even that mild rebuke was hypocritical, at best. Just two 
days later, the Washington Post reported that the New York Times 
received a $100,000 credit from the ONDCP for printing an anti- 
drug supplement distributed to public school teachers in the New 
York area. The supplement was produced as part of the paper's 
Newspapers in Education program, which provides reprints of news 
stories to teachers for use in their classrooms. The supplement 
approved by the drug office included reprints of eight previously- 
published stories on drug abuse, including one about an experi- 
mental treatment for heroin addiction. 

In its January 20 story, the Post disclosed that the ONDCP 
had spent over $11 million on advertisements in 250 newspapers- 
and had granted many of them "credits," just like the TV networks. 
At least seven papers had their 2- for-1 match requirements re- 
duced by running banner ads on their Internet websites which 
linked users to an anti-drug site maintained by the drug control 
office. 

Remarkably, despite the controversy stirred up by the Salon 
story, Congress failed to rein in the ONDCP, and McCaffrey moved 
to expand its influence. Testifying before a congressional commit- 
tee in July 2000, McCaffrey said his office plans to bring its propa- 
ganda campaign to Hollywood, working closely with writers and 
directors at major studios io make available to them the body of 
knowledge of the anti-drug community-in other words, to ensure 
movies conform to the official line against drugs. “Through con- 
tinuous dialogue, we believe we can raise awareness about how 
images of substance abuse in the movies impact audiences, par- 
ticularly young audiences," he said.° | 

By the end of the 20th Century, mega-mergers were reducing 
the owners of the mass media to a handful of powerful corpora- 
tions, international business entities which do business with poli- 
ticians and bureaucrats every day. The National Broadcasting 
Corporation (NBC) is owned by General Electric, a major defense 
contractor. The American Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) is part 
ofthe same conglomerate that owns Disney, which relies on sweat- 
shops to produce the clothes and other products sold at its theme 
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parks and stores. Their executives all contribute massive amounts 
of money to the politicians who write and approve international 
trade laws. The result is an unparalleled level of cooperation be- 
tween elected officials, corporations and the news organizations 
which are supposed to be watching them. 

Today, a single bizarre incident triggers an avalanche of news 
bulletins, special reports, live coverage and round-the-clock talk 
shows. Experts are paraded before anxious viewers to proclaim 
that the incident is not merely an isolated act, but the beginning of 
a terrifying new wave of crime or terrorism, depending on the spin. 
Whatever the threat, government officials always call for more 
laws, more money to enforce them, and more snitches to point out 
the bad guys. The press never challenges this premise. Instead, 
the government is always presented as our saviors, the good guys 
riding in to save the day. 

Columbine provided many examples of this unquestioning 
support for government intervention. During the summer break 
which began shortly after the April 1999 killings, police agencies 
across the country decided to train their SWAT units how to as- 
sault the schools in their areas. Mock raids were staged in many 
states, cheered on by the establishment media. The CBS Evening 
News reported on one drill, showing dramatic images of heavily- 
armed, black-clad SWAT members deploying down a school hall- 
way, weapons in hand. “CBS News discovered that a patchwork 
strategy is starting to evolve and many have one thing in com- 
mon: the grownups are starting to take control of the schools 
again, and they're imposing strict grownup controls," the reporter 
intoned solemnly. 

Sam Smith was one of the few commentators to even question 
the message behind the CBS story. “One reason America has been 
moving so effortlessly into a post-constitutional, post-democratic 
era has been the willingness of the mass media to terrorize the 
public with stories and images of a country out of control," he 
said. “Тһе work that more primitive societies once did with gov- 
ernment ministries and state broadcasting is now done voluntar- 
ily, primarily by television networks. Programs glorifying extreme 
police actions are daily fare, sending the subliminal message that 
control by cop is a normal form of government and anesthetizing 
viewers against violence, much as is done with troops to ready 
them for battle."" 

Even law-and-order conservatives are beginning to be ap- 
palled by the constant stream of cable shows which put federal 
crime fighters in the limelight on a nightly basis. *The media is 
always looking for the big crime story, and society in general is 
looking for someone to one-up its array of crime," says former U.S. 
attorney Robert Merkle, who served as federal prosecutor for the 
Middle District of Florida under Ronald Reagan.* 

But such complaints have no effect on the corporate media, 
which offers snitching and constant surveillance as entertainment. 
The best-known informant show is Americas Most Wanted, a 
weekly program on the FOX TV network. It was started in 1988 by 
John Walsh, whose son, Adam, had been abducted and murdered. 
The show profiles a handful of criminal suspects each week, tell- 
ing viewers when rewards are available for their arrest and convic- 
tion. 

Thousands of people have called the AMW hotline over the 
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years, ratting out friends, co-workers and even family members. In 
late 1999, 4MW claimed credit for over 600 arrests and the return of 
more than 30 missing children. And now the networks are offering 
Big Brother-style shows, training their cameras on average citi- 
zens stranded on tropical islands, locked in a house together, or 
simply going about their lives as though constant surveillance 
was a normal part of everyone's day—which, in fact, it is. 

At the end of the 20th Century, it has become almost impos- 
sible to separate the truth from the hype. A prime example was the 
Clinton Administration's decision to scare Americans about the 
threat of bio-terrorism. Government experts claimed that foreign 
and domestic terrorists could kill millions of people with anthrax 
and other potentially deadly diseases. The pronouncements were 
reported by all major media outlets, including the 24-hour news 
networks. Cable stations like A&E and the Learning Channel pro- 
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duced documentaries on this new threat. Movies and TV dramas 
started featuring bio-terrorists. 

On Friday, October 1, 1999 the ABC News program Nightline 
began airing a fictional five-part series based upon the idea of a 
bio-terrorist attack on a city which looks and sounds a lot like 
Atlanta, Georgia. According to the scripted scenario, terrorists 
have released anthrax spores on subway tracks during the after- 
noon rush hour. Like Orson Welles' famous War of the Worlds 
broadcast, the Nightline series presented the fictitious attack as 
though it were a real story, presenting various experts who “docu- 
ment" the mounting death toll. As the plot progresses, public 
health officials are unable to stop the spread of the disease and 
the city quickly degenerates into anarchy. Order is only restored 
after the federal government declares martial law. 

(continued on page 73) 
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Alternative 
Press 
Magazines 

& Zines 


Because there 1s such a huge volume of 
alter- native material being published, іп any 
single issue we are only able to review a 
hundred or so of the periodicals we receive. 
Zines and magazines go in and out of 
publication daily, so don’t be surprised if a 
few of those listed here have already folded. 

You're almost always better off sending cash 
or stamps (or IRCs—[Internatrional Postal 
Reply Coupons) for smaller zines, unless the 
review specifies otherwise. If you want to be 
sure whether a zine or magazine is still 
available, send a SASE with a request for 
current information first. 

APR will send a free exchange copy to 
every publication reviewed in these pages (as 
long as it is at least 16 pages in length in 
standard 8%х 11 size or 32 pages in smaller 
format). Please be aware that we receive 
hundreds of periodicals, more than we could 
ever review, апа are constantly backlogged. 
Also keep in mind that the APR issue we 
send for exchanges will be the one a publica- 
Поп 15 reviewed in (when it is reviewed), so 
please be patient. APR does not exchange 
with non-English language publications. All 
reviews in this issue are by Jason McQuinn 
[JM], Tom Wheeler [TW], or Chuck Munson 
[CM]. 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
Vol.46,#1/Jan.-Feb. 2001 (Center for Inquiry/ 
AR, POB 741, Amherst, NY 14226-0741; e-mail: 
kazd@nmia.com) is still a 16-page bimonthly 
now subtitled “An Alternative to Superstition and 
Nonsense” and edited by Kaz Dziamka. Each 
issue takes on a few idiocies of relgion, usually 
focussing on Christianity. This issue includes an 
enlightening review of Anthony Comstock 5 very 
old Frauds Exposed (1880) and a much newer 
biography, Anthony Comstock, Roundsman of 
the Lord by Heywood Broun and Margaret Leech 
(1927). Subscriptions are $13/year (6 issues). 
[UM] 
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ANARCHY 

А Journal of Desire Armed 

#51 (С.А1., POB 1446, Columbia, MO 65205- 
1446) is the long-running 84-page magazine of 
anarchist theory, news, letters, and reviews. This 
is a special issue on primitivism and includes 
articles pro and con. Editor Jason McQuinn 
contributes the most interesting article on this 
subject, titled “Why I am not a primitivist.” 
McQuinn scolds those who would turn the 
primitivist critique into an ideology, complete 
with morals on how one should live one's life. 
He provides a history of primitivist thought, 
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which includes the writings of Fredy Perlman 

and the activism of Earth First!. McQuinn's article 
is an excellent analysis of primitivism which 
should silence much of the anti-primitivist 
silliness that pervades the anarchist movement. 
Michael William explains why he is a primitivist 
and Lawrence Jarach conducts an interesting 
review with John Zerzan, who is most publicly 
identified with primitivism. Also be sure to check 
out C.A.L.'s revised vision statement, "Disarm 
Authority!, Arm Your Desires!," which is one of 
the best concise explanations of contemporary 
anarchism written in recent years. As always, 
each issue of Anarchy includes excellent zine and 
book reviews, plus the notorious letters section. 
Given the special topic of this issue, this is an 
issue that is well worth reading. $6 for a sample. 
$16 for 4 issues. Make checks payable to C.A.L. 
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AUTO-FREE TIMES 

#18/Spring 2001 (POB 4347, Arcata, CA 95518; 
web site: www.lesscars.org) is the 40-page 
magazine of The Alliance for a Paving Morato- 
rium. The Spring issue includes stories on pedal 
powered produce deliveries to Arcata, commu- 
nity supported agriculture (CSA), public farmers 
markets, and the coming crash in oil produc- 
tion. If you haven't already heard why all paving 
of new or expanded roads should be stopped 
immediately, get a copy of this right away! This is 
going to be a crucial issue for ecological radicals 
in the coming decades. Subscriptions are $20/ 
year. [ЈМ] 


BARRICADA 

Special J20 Edition 

#4/February 2001 (Barricada, PO Box 73, 
Boston, MA 02133) is fairly new 16-page 

zine of radical anarchist politics. This issue has 
a long report on the Revolutionary Anti- 
Authoritarian Bloc (black bloc) which did 
several actions at the anti-Inauguration protests 
(J20) last January. In case you hadn't heard, the 
RAAB knocked over some police barricades 
along the parade route and ran some anarchist 
flags up the flagpoles at the Navy Memorial. This 
issue also included an article titled, "Anarchism, 
Green Anarchism, and the Left." $1 [CM] 


BLACK SHEETS 

#17 (Black Books. PO Box 31155, San 
Francisco, CA 94131) is a 52-page magazine 
that celebrates the kinkier side of human 
sexuality. The various flavors of "public sex" are 
the focus of this issue. Doug Holland relates 
several stories about masturbating in public 
spaces. Bill Brent deconstructs bad blowjobs in 
"The Half-Assed Blowjob." Linda Poelzi 
confesses to having sex in a confessional. And 
fetish diva, Midori, fondly recounts her sexual 
experiences in public spaces. Every issue of this 
excellent magazine also includes book and video 
reviews, news, and erotic photography. Single 
issue: $6; $20 for 4 issues. Age statement 
required. [CM] 


BROKEN PENCIL 

#15/Spring 2001 (PO Box 203, Stn P, Toronto, 
ON, M5S 257 Canada) is a 98-page zine that — 
covers the zine culture in Canada with a 
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comprehensive mix of reviews and excerpts. In 
"Kamloops Culture," Michelle Cross writes about 
her experience with the zine culture in a small 
town called Kamloops. An excerpt from Ontario- 
based zine, Diet Society, celebrates the fine art of 
political pie throwing, complete with sploshed 
pictures of famous people getting pied. Dave 
Fisher writes about а zine called “What's Up, 
Chuck?" which is stirring up trouble in the town 
of Stratford, home of the Stratford Shakespeare 
Festival. The essential guide to zine culture in 
Canada. Always excellent! Single copy 

$4.95; $12 for 3 issues. [CM] 


THE BULLETIN OF THE ATOMIC 
SCIENTISTS 

Vol.57,#2/March-April 2001 (6042 
South Kimbark Ave., Chicago, IL 60637- 
2806; web: www.thebulletin.org) is an 
82-page bimonthly magazine on peace, 
international relations, foreign policy, 
nuclear power, and nuclear weapons. The 
special focus of this issue is nuclear 
testing. Kenneth Bergeron reports on the 
U.S. Government's program to resume 
production of bomb grade tritium. The 
folly of thinking that nuclear waste can be 
transmuted into short term radioactive 
substances is exposed in "Magical 
Thinking." Chuck Hansen examines the 
renewed efforts to resume nuclear testing 
which the U.S. Congress claims is 
necessary to guarantee the "reliability" of 
the U.S. nuclear weapon stockpile. And 
the famous Bulletin clock still stands at 
nine minutes to midnight. $6 for single 
copy. $28 for one year. [CM] 


THE CAFÉ REVIEW 

Vol.11/Fall 2000 (c/o Yes Books, 20 
Danforth Street, Portland, ME 04101; 
web: thecafereview.com; e-mail: 
seegerlab@aol.com) is a 72-page perfect 
bound poetry journal. In a world of 
slapdash poetry zines, it's nice to see a 
poetry journal that presents its content in 
an attractive manner. This journal also 
strives to highlight work from writers and 
artists in the Latino, African-American 
and Native American communities. In 
“Magpies Pelting the Hague," Andrew 
Epstein explores a world where birds are 
busy attacking the manifestations of 
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civilization. Margaret Randall writes about her 
inquisitive granddaughter in "Down Mexico's 
Carribean coast.” Also of note are a series of 
photographs of Mexico by Paul Pines and the 
black and white collages of Theodore Harris. 
Highly recommended. $24 for 4 issues. [CM] 


CINEASTE 

Vol.XXVI,#2/undated (POB 2242, New York, NY 
10009-8917; e-mail: cineaste@cineaste.com; 
web site: www.cineaste.com) is a long-running, 
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slick, serious and attractive, 64-page publication 
billed as "America's leading magazine on the art 
and politics of the cinema.” This issue features a 
symposium on Spike Lee’s controversial film 
Bamboozled, interesting interviews with Spike 
Lee, Volker Schlóndorff (New German Cinema 
director of The Lost Honor of Katharina Blum & 
The Tin Drum) and Tonie Marshall (Venus 
Beauty Institute director), along with pages and 
pages of current film, home video and book 
reviews. This magazine is required reading for 
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cinema lovers and pop-culture critics. The cover 
price is now $6, while subscriptions have 
increased to $20/4 issues. [JM] 


DRAFT NOTICES 

Vol. 22, No. 3/May-Jun-Jul 2001 (COMD, РО 
Box 15195, San Diego, CA 92175; web: 
www.comdsd.org) is a 10-page bi-monthly 
newsletter from the Committee Opposed to 
Militarism and the Draft (COMD), an anti-draft/ 
anti-registration organization that challenges the 
institution of the military and works to ban 
military recruiters from schools. The newsletter 
reports on counter-militarism activities and 
provides analysis, commentary and legal updates. 
This issue examines current administration 
plans to "modernize" and expand the role of the 
U.S. military and reports on recent legislative 
efforts to pare down or totally disband the 
Selective Service System (SSS). Another article 
points out the SSS has gotten so embarrassed 
over the lack of compliance with the draft 
registration law that it is desperately campaigning 
nationwide to make registration a requirement 
for any male under the age of 26 who wants to 
drive a car legally. Other interesting articles 
include the militarization of domestic law 
enforcement and attempts by the Pentagon to 
force all public high schools to allow recruit- 
ment activity on school grounds. An excellent 
resource. A one-year subscription is $16, $8 for 
students and low-income, $20 international. 
[TW] 
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EVERYONE’S BACKYARD 

The Journal of the Grassroots Movement 
for Environmental Justice 

Vol.18,#4/Winter 2000-2001 (Center for Health, 
Environment and Justice, Inc., 150 S. Washing- 
ton St., Suite 300, PO Box 6806, Fall Church, VA 
22040; e-mail: chej@chej.org; web: 
www.chej.org) is a 32-page journal focusing on 
environment and health. The “Action Line" 
section lists what community activists are doing 
in each state on issues ranging from PCB 
contamination from local factories to indiscrimi- 
nate pesticide spraying. Monica Rohde reports 
on residents in Norco, Lousiana who are fighting 
Shell Chemical Company, which wants to locate a 
new plant in an African-American community. A 
good resource if you want to know what 
grassroots environmental groups are doing in 
Middle America. $20 for membership in CHEJ. 
[CM] 


FREEDOM 

Anarchist Fortnightly 

Vol.62,#4/Feb.24 through #7/April 7, 2001 
(84b Whitechapel High Street, London E1 7QX, 
England) is a long-running 8-page tabloid of 
anarchist news and comment covering interna- 
tional, as well as British, social struggles. The 
April 7th issue features a good photo of World 
Bank director James Wolfensohn getting a pie in 
the face at a March 29th meeting in Finland. 
Also included is an obituary for Tony Gibson and 
comments on the Justice for Mark Barnsley 
campaign. North American subscriptions are 
&22/year (24 issues). [JM] 
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GIRLFRIENDS 

Vol.7,#9/Mar. 2001 (3415 Cesar Chavez $t., 
Suite 101, San Francisco, CA 94110; 
www.girlfriendsmag.com) is a super-glossy, 
colorful, 48-page advertising-saturated, 
magazine of "Lesbian Culture, Politics, and 
Entertainment." The noticeably better-than- 
average March issue features a cover story on 
rocker Joan Jett, a critique of theatre politics by 
lesbian playwright Madeleine Olnek, an interview 
with novelist Jeanette Winterson (whose books 
include Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, The 
Passion & now PowerBook), and an important 
article on "The Closing of the Feminist Press" by 
Kathleen Wilkinson. This is definitely an issue to 
check out. Single copies are $4.95; subscrip- 
tions are $29.95/year. [JM] 


GREEN ANARCHY 

#5/Late Spring 2001 (POB 11331, Eugene, OR 
97440; e-mail: green anarchy@tao.ca) is an 
attempt at a new, 16-page tabloid, North 
American counterpart to the U.K.'s Green 
Anarchist, although U.K.'s GA seems to be quite 
critical of the result. With this issue, in a 
promising move, the new editorial collective has 
adopted a non-primitivist (though still anti- 
civilization and anti-tech) stance which it wishes 
to integrate with an insurrectional perspective. 
Issue content includes Northwest eco-activist | 
coverage, focusing especially on the Earth 
Liberation Front arson of Superior Lumber, and 
features reprints of Willful Disobedience's 
excellent "The EZLN Is Not Anarchist” & "Stuck 
in the Mud of Ideology,” as well as Pendleton 
Vandiver's primer of "Anarchist Epistemology." 
Unfortunately, Daniel Young's “Masking Up and 
the Black Bloc: A Pre-Seattle History" has also 
been reprinted, despite the numerous errors and 
inaccuracies in the text that have been pointed 


out by German comrades. Sample copies are $2 


($3 in Canada, $4 in the UK); subscriptions are 


-. $10/5 issues. [JM] 


HODGEPODGE 

Fighting Corporate Power and Working 
for Social Change 

#7/ is an excellent 100-page magazine of politics 
and radical culture. The cover story by Kimberly 
Kroll and Mike Schade examines the ongoing 
relocation of the Dineh peoples from their 
traditional land in Arizona, a process that has 
been going on for decades in order to make life 
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easier for big Coal. Interviewed in this issue are 
student activists, Noam Chomsky, a stripper 
turned union organizer, an organizer with the 
Prison Moratorium Project, and punk bands 
Anti-Product and the Red House Painters . Other 
features in this issue include the ins and outs of 
pro-bicycle activism, the practices of sweatshop 
multinationals like Gap and Old Navy, and a brief 
history of the IWW. Includes book, zine and 
music reviews. Despite the excellent content and 
the attractive design, this magazine has a few 
design flaws, which if corrected, would help it 
reach more people. The main problem is that 
the typeface is too small. Another problem— 
common among many indie zines—is that there 
isn't enough white space around graphics and 
pull quotes. Otherwise, this magazine is highly 
recommended. $3 [CM] 


HOPEDANCE MAGAZINE 

Pathways to Sustainable Living & Positive 
Solutions 

#26/January-February 2001 (PO Box 15609, 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406; web: 
www.hopedance.org; e-mail: 
hopedance@aol.com) is a decent 64-page 
magazine on sustainable living that is slighty 
marred by a touch of new age consumerism. 
This issue focuses on “working with conflict." > 
Leah Greene writes about an interesting project 
and Israel and the West Bank called “сотраѕ- 
sionate listening." Zoe Wells explores the pluses 
and minuses of vaccinations in her "Health 
News" column and comes down on the side of 
prevention. Hopedance also includes some other 
columns that one doesn't see very often: 
Simplicity News, Eco-Elder News, PFLAG News, 
Globalization News, and Sustainable Living. 
Recommended. $20 for 6 issues. [CM] 


INSURGENT 

Vol.12,#4/Feb. 2001 (Erb Memorial Union, 
Suite One, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 
97403; e-mail: 
insurgent@gladstone.uoregon.edu) is a much- 
improved 20-page, generic left, multicultural 
student newspaper. This issue includes an 
interesting review of police killings in 1998 by 
Karen Saari (finding that there were actually 
twice as many people in the US killed by cops as 
was reported by the Dept. of Justice), an account 
of the Bush inauguration protests, and a copy of 
the Portland Join Terrorism Taskforce ordinance 
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(for combatting ELF and ALF). Subscriptions are 
now $15/year. [JM] 


KICK IT OVER 

#38/Spring 2001 (POB 1836, Guelph, Ontario 
КІН 7A1, Canada) is an irregular "social 
anarchist anti-authoritarian publication," now 
down to 16 pages due to hard times. This issue 
features an unconvincing Food Not Bombs 
"position paper" by Chris Crass on non-violence 
(giving a paltry history of anarchist and non- 
anarchist non-violence with no analysis of its 
many shortcomings), an anti-prison rant by 
Camille Acey, and an essay advocating the 
unlikely combination of "Syndicalism and a 
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Green Future" by Jeffrey Shantz (I have to 
wonder how many syndicalists actually “envision 
the association of workers towards the disman- 
tling of the factory system...” which “may involve 
a literal destruction as factories may be 
dismantled"?) Also in this issue is a decent, 
critical review by Bob Melcombe of Jose Perez. 
Aden’s defense of Reformist Anarchism: 1800- 
1936, along with an entirely uncritical review of 
Chaia Heller's amazingly bad Ecology of Everyday 
Life. Subscriptions are now $14.50/4 issues. 


[JM] 


LOUIS: RED LETTER DAY 

(Metaphrog, 34 Springhill Gardens, Shawlands, 
Glasgow G41 2Ey, Scotland; e-mail: 
metaphrog@pmail.net; web: 
www.metaphrog.freeserve.co.uk) is a 68-page 
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perfectbound color novel featuring the daily life 
of Louis, who kind of looks like the French 
version of Pillsbury Doughboy. Louis wants to live 
a simple life in his little apartment with his bird. 
He also has a rather strange home-based factory 
job. Louis’ daily routine is soon interrupted by a 
series of letters which turn out to be part of an 
elaborate prank by malicious neighbors. They 
move onto new pranks and Louis can’t seem to 
figure out what is really going on. An engaging 
Orwellian story. Recommended. $15.95 [CM] 


LOVING MORE 

New Models for Relationships 

#25/Spring 2001 (PO Box 4358, Boulder, CO 
80306; e-mail: brett@lovemore.com: 
web: www.lovemore.com) is a 42-page 
quarterly magazine devoted to the exploration 
of alternative relationships. In this issue, 
Deborah Taj Anapol examines the psychological 
aspects of having multiple partners in 
"Polyamory from the inside out.” Eric Francis 
outlines the various facets of “organic love” and 
Barbara Foster discusses what happened when 
her ménage a trois became the focus of some 
publicity. Always a refreshing perspective on 
relationships, not just the polyamorous kind. 
$30 for a one year membership. [CM] 


MAGNET 

Real Music Alternatives 

#50/Jun-Jul 2001 (1218 Chestnut St., Ste 808, 

Philadelphia, PA 19107; web: 

www.magnetmagazine.com) is a professional- 

looking glossy 128-page alternative music 
magazine featuring interviews, reviews and news. 
This is their special 50th issue and they look 
back and reflect on their eight years of publish- 
ing. There's also interviews with Lloyd Cole, 
Ennio Morricone, a feature on the Paisley 
Underground and hundreds of reviews. 
Subscriptions are $14.95/year. [TW] 


METAL RULES! MAGAZINE 

#7 (2116 Sandra Road, Voorhees, NJ 08043; 
web: www.metalrulesmagazine.com; e-mail: 
metaljeff@home.com) is а 100-page fanzine the 
covers heavy metal music in that personal style 
that fanzines are so good at. The personality of 
editor Jeff Rappaport can be found throughout 
the magazine, from the pictures on the cover that 
show him and band guys, to the reviews and 
interviews. In this issue Jeff interviews Impaled, 
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Discern, Impiety, Bruce Dickinson, Zakk Wylde, 
Sea of Dreams, Sebastian Bach (ex-Skid Row), 
and Kreator.Think Flipside with a personal 
touch. Recommended for DIY metalheads. 
$4.95 for a sample issue. [CM] 


MIDGET BREAKDANCING DIGEST 
#14 (POB 2337, Boulder, СО 80306; e-mail: 
midgetbd hotmail.com; web: 
www.geocities.com/SunsetStrip/Hall/4934/) is an 
unpaginated music magazine with band 
interviews and record reviews (punk, pop, emo). 
Interviewec in this issue: The Get Up Kids, 
‘Acrobat Down, and Joe Strummer. Introductory 
blurb claims that this is the final issue. No price 
listed. [CM] 


MUSELETTER 

#109/Feb. 2001 (Richard Heinberg, 1604 
Jennings Ave., Santa Rosa, CA. 95401; e-mail: 
rheinberg@igc.org; web site: 
www.museletter.com/museletter/) is a readable 
and enjoyable 4-page monthly comment zine 
“of cultural renewal.” Each issue usually 
includes one substantial essay or review by 
publisher Richard Heinberg, but the February 
issue is an exception to the rule, including 
three revealing, delightfully written book 
reviews of Gray Brechin’s Imperial San 
Francisco, Stuart Ewen’s Captains of Conscious- 
ness and William Catton’s Overshoot. Subscrip- 
tions are still $15/year. [JM] 


NEW UNIONIST 

#278/Mar. 2001 (1821 University Ave W #8- 
116, St Paul, MN. 55104; web site: 
www1.minn.net/- nup) is the 8-page monthly 
tabloid of the De Leonist New Union Party whose 
fantasy is to get all workers "to unite in one 
rank-and-file controlled union." The March 
issue cover story warns that a large number of US 
homeownerss could lose their homes in event of 
an economic downturn, partly due to the 
historically low level of equity owners now have 
in their homes. Subscriptions are still $5/year. 
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NONVIOLENT ACTIVIST 

The Magazine of the War Resisters League 
Vol. 18, No. 2/Mar-Apr 2001 (War Resisters 
League, 339 Lafayette Street, New York NY 
10012; web: www.warresisters.org/nva.htm) is a 
24-page bi-monthly anti-war periodical that 
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strives to remove the causes of war through 
nonviolent means. This issue features a look at - 
the continuing Pacifica struggle, ways to resist 
paying war taxes, a report on the international 
“Nonviolence and Social Empowerment” 
conference held in Puri, India, and an examina- 
tion of violence and rape against women in the 
military. Subscriptions are $15/year. [TW] 


OUT YOUR BACKDOOR 


. A Personal Anthology of Homegrown 


Adventure 
#9 (4686 Meridian Rd., Williamston, MI 48895; 
e-mail: jp@outyourbackdoor.com; web: 
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www.outyourbackdoor.com) is a 76-page 
magazine of outdoor adventure, sports, and 
travel. It’s been over 5 years since I've seen a 
copy of this magazine and I can say that it has 
matured well. In this issue, Gunnar Fehlau 
explains the basics of recumbent bicycles, JP 
gives an engrossing account of his experience 
with the AuSable Canoe Marathon (northern 
Michigan), and Jeff Potter promotes the joys of 
"canoe poling." One of the more interesting 
features is titled "Animal Rights and Animal Use 
FAQ—Pro and Con,” which explains both sides of 
the issue concerning the human relationship 
with animals. An excellent antidote to those 
glossy outdoor magazines. $5 for a sample. $10 
to encourage the editor to publish another issue. 
[CM] 
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` #13/Spring 2001 (РОВ 76930, Washington, DC 


20013, web site: www.practicalanarchy.org) is 
now a 24-page newsprint zine back again after a 
two-year absence. No more fancy, colorful 
covers, but plenty of meaty content this time 
around in a special issue on “Food & Anar- 
chism,” featuring Mark Bohnert's basic account 
of genetically-engineered "Frankenfoods by 
Monsanto," Michael Smith's sensible entreaty 
encouraging “Intentional Eating," Joseph 
Heathcott's "Ten Directions for Food & Anarchy" 
(one of his better essays), and an overview of 
"Guerilla Gardening" in New York City. And 
ChuckO also weighs in with “Vegetarianism 
Won't Save the Planet," sure to inflame true 
believers in lifestyle moralism. Samples are $3; 
subscriptions are $10/4 issues. [JM] 


PRISON LEGAL NEWS 

Working to Extend Democracy to АП 

Vol 12, No 4 & 5/ April 2001 & May 2001 

(2400 NW 80th Street, PMB 148, Seattle, WA 
98117; web: www.prisonleganews.org) is a 
monthly 36-page journal edited by Washington 
State prisoner Paul Wright. PLN provides prison- 
related news, information and analysis and is 
aimed primarily at prisoners, their friends, family 
and supporters. Each issue reports on a variety of 
court decisions affecting prisoners and provides 
information to assist prisoners in their legal 
efforts. The April issue reports on Texas and 
Florida prisoners being used as guinea pigs in 
medical experiments and the corruption and 
scandal in the South Carolina prison system. Тһе 
May issue reports on the deaths of eight female 
prisoners within a seven-week period at 
California women's prisons and a recent $3 
million verdict for damages against the 
Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) after 
finding the CCA guilty of physically abusing a14- 
year old teenager. A one year subsription is $18 
for prisoners, $25 for individuals. [TW] 


PROMETHEUS 

Exploring Consensual Dominance and 
Submission 

#36 (The TES Association, PO Box 2783, New 
York, NY 10163-2785) is a 98-page magazine 
for those exploring the sexuality of dominance 
and submission. This is a special issue on 
"Spirituality and S/M", with articles that include 
"Confessions of a kinky churchgoer,” “Мазосһ- 
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ism as a spiritual path," and "Talmudic laws for 
the acquisition of a slave.” This issue's “How-To” 
section includes articles on "humiliation 
methods" and “how to play with needles.” The 
magazine also includes reviews, fiction, advice, 
photographs, drawing, cartoons, news, 
personals, and a calendar of events. Erotic 
magazines don't get much better than 
Prometheus. Worth every penny of its hefty cover 
price. Requires an age statement stating that you 
are at least 21. $11.95 for a sample. $35 for 4 
issues. [CM] 


RADICAL MIDDLE 

Vol.3,#2/Mar.-April 2001 (POB 57100, 
Washington, DC 20037; web: 
www.radicalmiddle.com) is an 8-page, (almost) 
monthly newsletter from Mark Satin (formerly 
editor/publisher of the cloyingly New Age New 
Options newsletter), who as best I can tell is now 
advocating a sort of marriage of the human 
potential movement and neoliberalism. This 
issue consists of Satin's reminiscences about his 
sad, sometimes pathetic, experiences with 
"victim feminism" and attempts to become a 
"soft man" in the ’70s, his confusion in the '80s, 
and his celebration of '90s "equity feminism" 
and "stand-up men," all in the form of an 
embarrassingly public letter to a (recently ex-) 
girlfriend and long distance lover who's now 
living in a Buddhist monastery. Strange trip. 
Subscriptions are $36/year/10 issues. [JM] 


А READER'S GUIDE TO THE UNDER- 
GROUND PRESS (formerly ZINE WORLD) 
Free Speech is for Everyone 

#15/Spring 2001 (PMB 2386, 537 Jones Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94102; web: 
www.undergroundpress.org) is a 94-page 
publication with hundreds of reviews of zines, e- 
zines, and books. This is similar to what 
Factsheet 5 used to do but what sets ARGTTUP 
apart from F5 is the extensive news section. 
Nearly 20 pages is devoted to news where you 
can read about the censorship, criminalization 
and suppression of zines in the American school 
system, to international news that is critical of 
the use of depleted uranium. There's also an 
extensive listing of publications that review zines 
and a column "World of Mouth" which provides 
several pages of comments from zinesters and 
other independent publishers regarding their 
experiences with wholesale distributors, 
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mailorder outfits and online stores. An excellent 
resource for DIY publishers. Single issues 
available for $4. Subscriptions are $14/4-issues. 
No checks. Please send well-concealed cash, 
stamps, IRCs, or money orders with "pay to the 
order of" left blank. [TW] 


SKEPTICAL INQUIRER 
Vol.25,#3/May-June 2001 (Box 703, Buffalo, 
NY 14226-0703) is the always readable and 
often interesting 72-page bimonthly "Magazine 
for Science and Reason," published by the 
Committee for the Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP). Although its 
writers too often promote a dogmatic scientism, 
they nevertheless occasionally provide genuinely 
unbiased evidence to debunk many of the non- 
scientific targets that they investigate and analyze. 
The May-June issue features a valuable criticism 
of the proliferating meta-analyses purporting to 
validate parapsychological experiments, a poorly 
thought-out summary 
of “Common Myths 
of Children’s 
Behavior” by | 
Catherine Fiorello, 
and a sympathetic 
account of “Bertrand 
Russell and the Ideal 
of Critical Receptive- 
ness” by William 
Hare, and a typically 
naive review of Terry 
Burnham & Jay 
Phelan's Mean Genes, 
another adventure in 
evolutionary tale- 
spinning masquerad- 
ing as science. 
Subscriptions remain 

are $35 /year. [JM] Mi. m D e 


ve- ate 
Continuum 
by Mark Terrill 
еееееееееееееееееееееоееоеоеее 
Togetafree28-page sampler and 
acomplete catalog,sendapost- 
card with your addressto: 
GreenBeanPress,P.O.Box237, 
NYC 10013 USA ore-mailus at: 
gbpress @earthlink.net 
http://home.earthlink.net/ gbpress 


SCREW 

The Sex Review 
#1671/March 12 & 
#1672/March 19, 
2001 (POB 432, Old 
Chelsea Stn, New 
York, NY 10113; web 
site: 
WWW.screwmag.com) 
is the venerable 64- 
page, tabloid sex rag 
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Liketoreadcool, 
independently-published 


Well then,get a FREE SAMPLER 
from GREEN BEAN PRESS. 


weekly started in 1968 and still going strong as 
an alternative to the glossy sex mags. These issues 
include an appreciation of Bob Guccione’s 
Penthouse magazine as Screw publisher Al 
Goldstein’s pick as best of the stroke book 
industry, along with reviews of some of the 
runners-up, followed by photo spreads and all 
the usual sex ads. Subscriptions are $40/15 
issues. [JM] 


SLINGSHOT 
#71 (3124 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, CA 94705) 
is a 20-page anarchist newspaper serving the 
residents of the Bay Area in California for 13 
years. This issue includes a major critique of 
neoliberalism titled “Invisible Hands: The 
Neoliberal Capitalist Model of World Domina- 
tion.” Other feature articles include Tracey Lee’s 
look at women and their struggle with body 
image (Reclaiming my body) and James 
(continued on page 72) 
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Do Not Look Directly 
Into Me 
by Daniel Crocker 
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Against the 
Медатасһіпе 


Against the Megamachine: Essays on Em- 
pire & Its Enemies by David Watson 
(Autonomedia, POB 568 Williamsburgh Sta- 
tion, Brooklyn, NY 11211-0568 & Fifth Es- 
tate, 4632 Second Avenue, Detroit, MI 
48201, undated) 334pp., $14.00 paper. 


Against the Megamachine, a collec- 
tion of essays by David Watson, is one of 
the handful of genuinely important, genu- 
inely radical books published in the last 
decade. There have been plenty of attempts 
by a variety of writers to come to terms 
with the trajectory of modern society in its 
race to dehumanize us, devastate the natu- 
ral world, eliminate all traces of human com- 
munity and replace human culture com- 
pletely with mass-produced industrial com- 
modities and lifestyles. But most have fal- 
tered, unable to synthesize a global critique 
of capital and the state and technology, 
settling instead for incomplete partial cri- 
tiques of only one or two of these crucial 
areas. Whereas Watson not only succeeds 
in integrating these three critiques, he 
pushes farther by integrating with them a 
broad respect for the wisdom of tribal 
peoples and indigenous cultures. And he 
does so with—at his best—a reasoned, at 
times poetic style. 

For Watson our urban-industrial civi- 
lization is teetering on the brink of collapse 
as it progressively mines all life from both 
humanity and the rest of nature in order to 
produce its steady stream of dead com- 
modities, inorganic institutions and their 
poisonous by-products. His analyses help 
elucidate the anti-civilizational alternative 
to the classical anarchist and Marxist theo- 
ries of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century revolutionary workers’ movements. 
In a short chapter on “Anarchy and the 
Sacred,” he notes that “Because they have 
not looked critically at the emergent tech- 
nological order, anarcho-syndicalists do 
not comprehend the contemporary forces 
of domination.” Neither do they understand 
that “Modern technological civilization has 
come to undermine and reshape culture and 
meaning.” Without the necessary, thor- 
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ough critique of technology as a system— 
and the ideology of progress in all of its 
guises—the old productivist theories of 
anarcho-syndicalists and Marxists are only 
suitable for recreating the technological- 
industrial economic system, leaving con- 
temporary social alienation essentially un- 
scathed. 

However, at the same time, Watson re- 
mains haplessly blind to the extent that re- 
ligion and the sacred are inescapably and 
centrally implicated in the development of 
the megamachine he criticizes. He quotes 
from Jacques Ellul that man "transfers his 


sense of the sacred to the very thing which 
has destroyed its former object: to tech- 
nique itself,” not realizing (just like Ellul) 
that it was religious reification which pro- 
vided the essential framework of social 
alienation and ideology from which indus- 
trial capitalist technique was progressively 
erected over the centuries. Technique is 
sacred today precisely because the sacred 
has always been the reification (and thus 
the falsification) of all that is directly, freely 
lived and experienced. 

Watson, though a long-time contribu- 
tor to Detroit's seminal anarchist tabloid 
Fifth Estate, has been far from alone in the 
project of taking anarchist theory and prac- 
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tice beyond the previously accepted limits 
of radical critique inherited from 19th and 
early 20th century social movements. In this 
focus he (along with other important con- 
temporary anarchist writers like John Zerzan 
and Bob Black) has been heavily influenced 
by the anti-civilizational turn of his Detroit 
comrade Fredy Perlman which was most 
fully realized in Perlman's masterwork 
Against His-Story, Against Leviathan. 

Yet while the Fifth Estate's neo-primi- 
tivist critiques of civilization, technology 
and scientific rationalism have been widely 
influential in the anarchist and radical ecol- 
ogy milieux, Watson (the main author of 
the FE critiques) remains less well known 
as a theorist than John Zerzan for several 
reasons. Foremost among these is that he 
has often written under several pseud- 
onyms, including George Bradford (for ex- 
ample, he wrote his important and highly 
controversial booklet, How Deep Is Deep 
Ecology? as Bradford). Secondly, Watson's 
ideas, while influential, have usually been 
expressed with a humility and a respect for 
ambiguity that can make them relatively 
hard to summarize (or to dangerously over- 
simplify). But, also importantly, Watson's 
writings have at times tended to become 
bogged down in qualifications, meander- 
ing illustrations and excessive details (most 
notably in his recent, sleep-inducing Be- 
yond Bookchin: Preface for a Future Social 
Ecology [1996]). However, Against the 
Megamachine, as a collection of essays 
written over many years, enjoys the advan- 
tage of being constructed from Watson's 
strongest writings. And it undoubtedly 
benefits from his opportunity to revise with, 
as he notes regarding one essay, “much 
rhetoric excised." The longest overdue 
book for the radical milieu remains a com- 
prehensive Fifth Estate anthology, but un- 
til it appears, Against the Megamachine will 
more than suffice to bring central Fifth Es- 
tate perspectives to a wider audience. — 
Jason McQuinn 


The Clitoral Truth 


The Clitoral Truth by by Rebecca Chalker 
(Seven Stories Press: NY. 2000) 256pp. 
$19.95 he. 
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Although The Clitoral Truth is prob- 
ably the definitive guide to a woman's most 
definitive sexual organ, the fact is Chalker, 
asexual health specialist, has filled her book 
with a whole range of good info in order to 
not only demystify female sexual anatomy 
but to also “help women understand sexual 
sensations and discover how to enhance 
their sexual response". The Clitoral Truth 
does both of the above to a tee in a 
thoughtful stroll through history, culture, 
and more general sexual health matters, in- 
cluding in depth (read: DETAILED) medi- 
cal/anatomical information. 

While Chalker's work is as much a his- 
torical/cultural study as it is a semi-medical 
manual, it doesn't limit itselfto the clitoris: 
it delves into masturbation, female ejacula- 
tion, and the pervasive anti-sex bias in our 
society brought to us by those lovely 
people otherwise known as the christian 
right. Peppered with an understated femi- 
nist philosophy, the book is geared towards 
those with a less informed view of the fe- 
male body; although this is not to say that 
those who consider themselves to be more 
. knowledgeable will not also be interested 
— this is where Chalker's sense of scholar- 
ship and research comes in. Chalker's work 
succeeds in being accessible to the large 
majority of women and it doesn't pull any 
punches, especially as regards the literal, 
physiological functioning of female geni- 
talia and surrounding muscles. This, ad- 
mittedly, is the toughest part of the book. 
However, those leery of anatomy babble 
need not worry: The Clitoral Truth is much 
more than a visit to the gynecologist and 
incorporates a good deal of “lighter” mate- 
rial. This includes discussions about the 
need for healthy and enjoyable sexuality, 
Tantric methods and sex icon Annie 
Sprinkles’ ‘sluts and goddesses’ work- 
shops, which may be helpful to many re- 
covering from histories of sexual abuse or 
conservative, anti-sex upbringings. 

If any criticism can be lodged against 
Chalker’s first-rate “study” it is simply that 
a desire to reach a female-only “target au- 
dience” gets in the way. There is no doubt, 
of course, that men’s sexual organs, fanta- 
sies, capabilities, etc have had far too much 
influence on society, not to mention the 
way science and medicine view women’s 
bodies and sexual health concerns. (On this 
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score, Chalker presents illuminating facts 
on everything from contrasting viewpoints 
on female sexuality and anatomy from the 
Greeks and Taoists to the male medical 
establishment's success at making the cli- 
toris literally disappear from the medical lit- 
erature). However, this sometimes leads to 
a zealous and overarching criticism of the 
allegedly “wham-bam” sexual function of 
"most" men and boys, а harmful stereo- 
type. In fact, The Clitoral Truth is exactly 
the kind of straightforward and highly in- 
formational book that should be targeted 
to men — at least those concerned about 
the health and happiness of their female 
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partners. Chalker also includes an infor- 
mative guide towards the end of the book 
on how to postpone male ejaculation, 
which again, demonstrates the book’s 
broader scope. 

This is a very small criticism, however, 
and The Clitoral Truth is highly recom- 
mended as an all-purpose, woman-centric, 
sexual health guide. The book includes a 
fairly good glossary, an extensive “re- 
sources” chapter, and on top of everything 
else, is also illustrated for complete user- 
friendliness. — Kerry Mogg 


How Wal-Mart is 
Destroying America 
(and the world): And 
What You Can Do About 
It 


How Wal-Mart is Destroying America 
(and the world): And What You Can Do 
About It by Bill Quinn (Ten Speed Press, 
Box 7123, Berkeley, CA 94707), 2000. 192 
pgs. $10.95 paper. | 


It should come as a surprise to no one 
that mega-store monolith Wal-Mart isn't a 
stranger to the most low-down 
moneymaking tactics known to capitalist 
enterprise. It has gained a reputation not 
only for descending on small towns for the 
purpose of driving local businesses into 
bankruptcy —and then closing down once 
they've succeeded — but for a stunning 
array of nastiness that ranges from lying 
about buying its “American-made” junk 
from sweatshops around the world, to 
cheating its staff of benefits, full-time hours 
and decent pay. But since most people in 
the left community know this already, is 
Quinn’s book really all that necessary? 
After reading this tightly packed little pa- 
perback, I can definitely answer in the affir- 
mative — Quinn catalogues every single 
one of Wal-mart’s petty crimes along with 
examples, and therein provides the solu- 
tions needed for stopping the Wal-Mart 
threatening your town. 

Quinn, a feisty retired Texas journalist, 
has not only investigated the Wal-Mart 
horror story and written a book with lots of 
indispensable info: he has also managed 
to create entertaining reading in the pro- 
cess. Here's a typical Quinn quote for you: 
“Тһе long and the short of it is, I hate Wal- 
Mart. ГІ never set foot in another one of 
those emporiums as long as I live, and I'll 
fight them to the day I die". Great layout 
communicates at a glance everything about 
Wal-Mart from its crimes to general history. 
In this way Quinn details sad, albeit ire- 
raising accounts from those with first hand 
dealings with the retailer. The experiences 
range from personal injury and assault to 
plain old crappy rip-offs. 

Besides the usual complaints about 
Wal-Mart I listed in my opening, Quinn also 
examines a truly mind-numbing range of 
MORE offences including (but not limited 
to) the behemoth's manipulation of zoning 
regulations — which allows it to get around 
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size limits it doesn't like; cheaping out on 


long time employees such as managers and 
sales reps required to travel by failing to 
fully reimburse them for business expenses 
such as gas mileage; the “exit interview" 
which employees undergo when they quit, 
a process that requires them to empty their 
pockets after a humiliating interrogation; 
the constant monitoring of customers and 
staff through the use of hidden cameras; 
the active discrimination of the disabled; 
and the penalization of suppliers if their 
merchandise doesn't sell. 

Quinn's book is an excellent manual for 
those seasoned with participation in 
battles against corporate crooks, or for 
those who have just become aware of the 
problems inherent in a Wal-Mart invading 
their neck of the woods. It will also back 
up an argument with any bargain-hunting 
relative, co-worker or neighbor who insists 
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that Wal-Mart is a gift from the gods: with 
its star-spangled cover and pro-small busi- 
ness leanings, most Wal-Mart advocates 
would find it hard to justify their irrespon- 
sible consumer actions in light of Quinn’s 
patriotic stance (this book is definitely not 
about preaching to the converted, which 
makes it all the more valuable). Quinn’s 
sub-heading in his title to include “the 
world” is misleading, as this updated edi- 
tion doesn’t go into very much detail about 
Wal-Mart’s effects on the other countries 
it lands in to exploit; nevertheless, the book 
does have some great resources and web- 
site listings, including the oh-so apt 
walmartlitigation.com. As Bill Quinn dem- 
onstrates (and the maxim commands): know 
thy enemy. — Kerry Mogg 


SNITCH CULTURE 


How Citizens ARE TURNED INTO THE EVES AND TT OF THE STATE 
Jim Redden 


Welcome to Snitch Culture, the vast domestic intelligence network in which each man 
and woman are surveilled by high-tech systems, including the FBI's Carnivore internet 
monitoring computer and the National Security Agency's spy-in-the-sky, ECHELON. 


Even America’s children are being turned into informants by sophisticated snitch 


programs in public schools, which include the coming national WAVE tip line. 


“Explained away as a response to the "War on Drugs’ and ‘teen murders, we now have 


a high-tech surveillance system monitoring every man, woman and child. Jim Redden 


has written a scary, fascinating, and important examination of the pervasive use and 


abuse of informants in the United States.”— Katherine Dunn 
514 x 8% • 235 pages * ISBN: 0-922915-63-6 • $14.95 


To order from Feral House: 

Send check or money order. For shipping, add $4.50 for first item, $2 each additional item. For credit card 
orders: call 800 967-7885 or fax your info to 213 689-4728. Orders to Canada: for shipping, add $4 for first 
item, $2 each additional item. Other countries: for surface rate, add $5 for first item, $4 each additional item. For 
airmail, add $11 first item, $9 each additional item. Non-U.S. originated orders must include international money 
order or check for U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. hank. We are sorry, hut we cannot process foreign credit cards. 
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Remember, worker. In todajs mod- | || | Jes, your employnent contract with 
ern business climate, you can rest the company is contingent upon your 
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| standards ted people who 
purchase your 


Gee, boss...I sure feel better about 
myself knowing that my pre-employ- 
ment drug screen proved I have the 


Hey... Whatever 
we pay for, we 


Mr. Fritzblittle, your urinalysis 
leads us to believe that you drank 
a beer just three months ago! 
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Zine & Magazine Reviews (continued from 
page 67) 


LaForét's analysis of “Plan Colombia.” This issue 
has news on the struggles in occupied Palestine, 
anarchist prisoners, the fight against a 

proposed incinerator in East Oakland, global 
warming and the energy crisis, and the fallacies 
in a Buy Nothing Day flyer. An outstanding 
newspaper. Free in the Bay Area. $1 per issue 
elsewhere. [CM] 


TV PLOTZ 

TV Listings for the Fachadded 

#15 (PO Box 819, Stuyvesant Station, New York, 
NY 10009; web: www.plotzworld.com) is a 24- 
page zine that demonstrates what happens when 
a nice Jewish girl re-writes the TV Guide listings. 
Barbara loves TV and this is her zine about her 
relationship with television. Includes a rather 
amusing section that duplicates the look of TV 
Guide's listings with fake listings that feature a 
Jewish twist: Gilligan's Island: "Gilligan stumbles 
into a synagogue but balks at rescue when [he] 
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finds out he has to undergo a Bar Mitzvah 
among 'other things' first." Includes a TV 
crossword and many perverted uses of clip art. 
Recommended. $2 [CM] 


TWILIGHT IN TURKEY 

#9/Winter 2000-2001 (POB 476738, Chicago, 
IL 60647-6738) is an intentionally irritating 
situationist zine (the front cover is made from 
sandpaper) which bills itself as "Chicago's only 
journal for total sexy revolution! Neither left nor 
right nor center!" Starting with a glossary of 
anarchist and situationist terms, this energetic 
issue includes thoughtful reviews of Rob Los 
Ricos' prison writings, a pamphlet by Carlos 
Desperdicio and Kommunist Kranti's Self Activity 
of Wage Workers, along with an account of a 
Chicago "citywide graffiti/postering/stickering 
campaign," a contacts listing, and a reprint of 
part one of the widely disseminated situationist 
pamphlet Revolutionary Self Theory (this reprint 
is from the Spectacular Times edition), and 
more. Though it suffers a bit from 

excessive use of situationist jargon, this zine is 
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highly recommended for anyone interested in 
developing radical subjectivity. No price listed. 
[JM] 


THE OVERWHELMER 

Vol. 1,#4/April-May 2001 (c/o Gomez, 1241 W. 
Carmen, Chicago, IL 60640; e-mail: 
overwhelmer @visto.com; web: 
www.overwhlmer.org) is a relatively new, 
monthly, 12-page grassroots community 
newspaper serving the people of Chicago. In this 
issue, Geoff Pender reports on a stagehand strike 
at a local theatre, Inge Morter rips apart the bad 
stuff happening with the local homeless 
newspaper, Luciano reports on neocolonialism 
in Colombia, and Bob Schwartz from the 
Chicago Anti-Bashing Network exposes recent 
hate crimes by the Chicago Police Department. 
$3 for 3 issues. [CM] 


WHILE YOUR WERE SLEEPING 

#12 (PO Box 34843, Bethesda, MD 20827; e- 
mail: wywsinfo @aol.com; web: 
www.whileyouweresleeping.com) is a 108 page 
glossy magazine covering alternative pop culture. 
I have to admit that I bought this at a tattoo 
parlor on Haight Street in San Francisco. The 
place had a great zine rack and the magazine has 
an interview with Ian MacKaye and a feature on 
women graffiti writers in New York City, so I had 
to buy this. Neither of these features disap- 
pointed, in fact, glossy magazines are perfect 
vehicles for reproducing pictures of graffiti art. 
Other features in this issue include “Road Kill 
Art," "Diary of an Obituary Writer," and "The 
Universe According to Martin Wong." If you 
don't mind the one fashion spread, the campy 
sexuality, and the devotion paid to offbeat pop 
culture, you'll find something of interest in this 
attractive magazine. $4.98[CM] 


THE WHIZZBANGER GUIDE TO ZINE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

it5/Jan 2001 (POB 5591, Portland, OR 97228) 
is a 36-page guide to zine distributors containing 
self descriptions and contact information for 

121 distributors from 26 different countries 
focusing mostly on small independent distribu- 
tors. About one-third of the listings are in the 
U.S. The guide also includes additional 
resources such as listings of zine libraries, stores, 
infoshops and review zines. $4 [TW] 
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Mass Media Propaganda (continued from 
page 61) 


Concurrently, the New Yorker maga- 
zine reported that the CIA was investigat- 
ing a contagious disease outbreak in New 
York asa possible act of bio-terrorism. And 
by October 8, the Center for Disease Con- 
trol had identified 50 cases ofthe West Nile 
fever virus. Without quoting anyone at the 
CIA directly, the magazine described 
agency analysts as having a “whiff of con- 
cern” that it might have been deliberately 
released in the United States. *We're tak- 
ing it seriously. We'll see where the data 
takes us," the magazine quoted *a person 
at the CDC” as saying.’ 

And why did the CIA ask the CDC to 
investigate the outbreak? According to the 
New Yorker, an Iraqi defector-a snitch- 
named Mikhael Ramadan had written a 
book which said that Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein was planning to make a weapon 
out of a strain ofthe West Nile virus. In the 
book, Ramadan described the virus as “са- 
pable of destroying 97 percent of all life in 
an urban environment," just like the anthrax 
attack featured in the Nightline series. 

As it turned out, the West Nile out- 
break was not a terrorist attack. But by then, 
who could be sure? 
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UNCLASSIFIED ADS 


"UNBOUGHT AND UNBOSSED.” Friendly, 
candid publishing on modern folkways and cul- 
tural revival. Inside info for readers who’ve been 
there, done that. Emphasizing a DIY approach 
to bikes, boats, guns, movies, music religion. 
OutYourBackdoor.com, $5 for new issue plus 
catalog. 4686 Meridian, Williamston, MI 48895 
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MANIFESTO AGAINST WORK! translation 
from 1999 German manifesto, 16p - $5. Marc 
Batko, POB 1354, Portland, OR 97207. $10 for 
Manifesto and “Down with Work!” article from 
Krisis magazine. With the power of arguments 
against the argument of power! 
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Save the ideas! Without independent sources 
of ideas and discussion, democracy can't thrive. 
The Independent Press Association works to 
nurture and encourage independent publications 
committed to a free press, social justice, and a 
diversity of voices on the newsstand. To learn 
more, write to IPA, 2729 Mission St, Suite 1, 
San Francisco, CA 94110-3131. 

On-line: www.indypress.org or 

indypress @indypress.org. 


Flunk the DADS of Ph.D. Socialism. Free 
leaflet. Write DDEC, P.O. Box 3744, Grand Rap- 
ids, MI 49501-3744 


www.infoshop.org - Your guide to online an- 
archy. 


LOVELIFE: Trenchant testament after 
Thoreau and Nietzsche; gratis from Solus, 
POB 111, Porthill, ID 83853 


Against Civilization is a startling new anthol- 
ogy (with contributions from Rousseau to the 
Unabomber) edited by John Zerzan. $10 + $2 
p&h from C.A.L. Press, POB 1446, Columbia, 
MO 65205-1446. 
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Future Primitive and Other Essays is the 
book by John Zerzan that doesn't just "ques- 
tion authority,” it demolishes it. $7 + $2 p&h = $9 
total from A.A.L. Press, POB 4710, Arlington, 
VA 22204-4710 
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Alternative Press Review back issue sets 
(#1 thru #13) are only $30 postpaid from A.A.L. 
Press, POB 4710, Arlington, VA 22204-4710. 


—————Á———————————— ————————— 


Anarchy: A Journal of Desire Armed is an 
84-page magazine critical of all ideologies, in- 
cluding anarchism. Sample copy: $6 from C.A.L. 
Press, POB 1446, Columbia, MO 65205-1446. 
Full sets of back issues in print (#8 thru #49) 
are available at only $60. 
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Advertise іп APR's unclassified section for 406 
per word, with a minimum of 15 words. 10% off 
for running three consecutive ads. Payment 
must be in advance only, sent to: A.A.L. Press, 
POB 4710, Arlington, VA 22204-4710 (PO box 
numbers, telephone numbers, states, & zip 4 4 
codes all count as only one word each.) 
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Media Bits (continued from page 13) 


song for yourself at www. airbubble.com/ 
your_ revolution. html. 


your revolution will not happen between 
these thighs... 

the real revolution 

ain t about booty size . . . 

and though we've lost Biggie Smalls 
your Notorious revolution 

will never allow you to lace no lyrical 
douche 

in my bush... 

your revolution will not be you 
smackin’ it up, flippin’ it, or rubbin' it 
down | 

nor will it take you downtown or 
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humpin' around... 

you will not be touching your lips to 
my triple dip of 

french vanilla butter pecan chocolate 
deluxe 

or having Akinyele’s dream 

а six-foot blowjob machine . . . 

your revolution will not happen between 
these thighs . . . 

because the revolution, when it 
finally comes, is gon' be real 


—from * Your Revolution," by Sarah 
Jones 
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“If you want to know how the world wags, and who's wagging it, here's 
your answer. Read, get mad, roll up your sleeves, and fight back. Rampton 
and Stauber have issued a wake-up call we can't ignore." — 


—Bill Moyers 


TRUST US, WE'RE EXPERTS! 


How Industry Manipulates Science атал 


and Gambles with Your Future xp 
hy Sheldon Rampton and John Stauber = 


authors of Toxic Sludge Is Good For You: à v Y 
Lies, Damn Lies and tbe Public Relations Industry ve 


For more information: www.prwatch.org 


To order by mail, send $27.95/book (includes postage and handling) to: 
Center for Media 8 Democracy е 520 University Avenue, Suite 310, Madison, WI 53703 


We are delighted to introduce the 
publication HARDLINES. The book 
features 67 social commentary 
linocut prints created by children who 
worked with artist Richard Mock of 
New York City during a summer 
residency at the Plains Art Museum 
in Fargo, North Dakota. The 
publication is 11" x 8", 96 pages, soft 
cover black and white, and perfect 
bound. 
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Price: $15.00 (+ $4.00 Shipping + 6.5% Tax) 


This is indeed a striking book. 


^ . Richard Heller, Book Review editor of 
The New York Times 


Information on HARDLINES is available at 

www.plainsart.org/Exhibition/hardlines.htm. 
; тты 704 1st Ave. М To order, please contact the Plains Art 

МЕН Va Bd Oca Museum Store at 701.232.3821, ext 112; 
Museum 701.232.3821 701.293.1082 (FAX), thestore@plainsart.org. 


m ы " plainsart.org © Richard Mock, 2000, linocut 


HARDLINES 


RICHARD МОСК 
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YOUR GUIDE BEYOND THE MAINSTREAM 


Don't miss future issues! 


The Alternative Press Review can be your window on 
the world of independent media. APR publishes a wide 
variety of the best essays from radical zines, tabloids, 
books and magazines—essays that deserve a much wider 
readership than they currently enjoy. Plus, APR publishes 
a selection of short and lively article excerpts in each issue, 
along with reviews, commentary and columns on the 
alternative press scene and other alternative media. 


Special Offer: Subscribe now for $16/year (four issues). 
Or subscribe for two years at $32 and receive a free copy 
of John Zerzan's Future Primitive, or a free copy of Pas- 
sionate and Dangerous featuring interviews with Mid- 
western anarchists and anti-authoritarians. (Don't miss the 
excerpts іп a previous issue of APR from Passionate and 


Dangerous.) 
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Alternative Press Review Subscription 


О Send me a 1 year (4 issues) subscription for $16. Add $6 for 
first class delivery. 


О Send me a2 year (8 issues) subscription for $32 along with a 
free copy of Future Primitive or Passionate and Dangerous 
(circle one). Add $12 for 1st class. 


C) Send me a 1 year international subscription for $24 by surface 
mail. Add $8 for airmail delivery. 


C) Send me a2 year international subscription for $48 along with a 
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(circle one). For airmail add $16. 
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(All subscriptions are in US dollars; checks or money orders in other 
currencies must add the equivalent to US $15 for conversion.) Allow 
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first class or airmail delivery. Subscriptions are unconditionally guar- 
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The United States is seeking to make space a new arena of war. U.S. military docu- 
ments speak of having the United States “control space” and from space “dominate” 
Earth below. The U.S. military would also like to base weapons in space. Billions of 
tax dollars are being poured annually into U.S. preparations for space warfare. With 
the assumption of power by George W. Bush and Richard Cheney, an administration 
intimately linked to corporate and right-wing interests committed to expanding space 
military activities, Star Wars has gotten a huge boost. 


The U.S. space warfare plans are explicitly laid out in several documents, including 
the Vision for 2020 report of the U.S. Space Command. Vision for 2020 proclaims in 
words that slowly unscroll, as in the beginning of the Star Wars movies: “U.S. Space 
Command-dominating the space dimension of military operations to protect US 
interests and investment. And Vision for 2020 stresses the global economy. “The 
globalization of the world economy will also continue, with a widening between 
‘haves’ and ‘have-nots,”’ states the U.S. Space Command. The view is that by con- 
trolling space and Earth below, the United States will be able to keep those have-nots 
in line. 
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